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As  one  result  of  the  war,  everything  con 
nected  with  printing  and  publishing  has  gone 
up  enormously  in  cost.  Under  such  cir 
cumstances  we  feel  bound  to  curtail  the  size 
of  our  Popular  Report,  which  appears  for 
the  fourth  year  in  succession  in  paper  cover 
and  without  illustrations.  We  are  con 
fident  that  our  friends  will  appreciate  the 
motive  of  this  economy. 
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PROLOGUE 

LIKE  some  vast  convulsion  of  nature,  the  war  has 
wrecked  and  desolated  half  the  world.  Speakers 
and  writers  often  compare  it  to  an  earthquake ;  but 
among  those  who  make  that  comparison  few  have 
proved  for  themselves  what  an  earthquake  actually 
means.  To  feel  the  solid  ground  rocking  and  reel 
ing  and  heaving  and  gaping  into  chasms  beneath 
your  feet  must  be  of  all  mortal  experiences  the  most 
appalling.  The  stoutest  nerves  give  way  under  such 
an  ordeal,  which  drives  even  dumb  beasts  half-wild 
with  fear. 

In  the  pages  of  the  Bible  we  find  records  of  such 
catastrophes.  When  the  Law  was  uttered  from 
Sinai,  God's  Voice  shook  the  earth.  An  earthquake 
marked  the  reign  of  Saul,  and  another  the  exile  of 
Elijah.  The  prophecies  of  Amos  tell  of  an  earth 
quake  in  the  days  of  King  Uzziah  which  left  all 
Israel  trembling.  The  Evangelists  who  describe  the 
Crucifixion  knew  how  nature  herself  shuddered  at 
the  death  of  the  Son  of  God.  And  the  judgments 
of  the  Apocalypse  come  to  their  climax  when  the 
seventh  angel  had  poured  out  the  last  vial  of  Divine 
wrath,  and  "  there  was  a  great  earthquake,  such  as 
was  not  since  men  came  upon  the  earth ;  so  mighty 
an  earthquake  and  so  great." 

Secular  history  makes  mention  of  cataclysms  in 
the  past  which  have  devastated  whole  provinces 
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and  blotted  out  myriads  of  human  beings.  Within 
living  memory  a  terrible  earthquake  in  Assam  was 
felt  over  a  large  part  of  India,  and  indeed  far  beyond 
its  boundaries.  In  1905  India  was  visited  by  another 
earthquake  which,  though  less  intense,  resulted  in 
the  loss  of  about  20,000  lives.  In  California  an  earth 
quake,  followed  by  a  fire,  destroyed  San  Francisco 
in  April,  1906 ;  while  in  August  of  the  same  year  a 
disastrous  earthquake  occurred  at  Valparaiso.  At  the 
close  of  1908  the  awful  earthquake  in  Calabria  and 
Sicily  practically  destroyed  the  cities  of  Messina 
and  Reggio.  Immense  waves  of  the  sea  swept  inland, 
and  shocks  continued  to  affect  the  whole  region 
intermittently  for  several  months.  Italian  statistics 
show  that  77,000  persons  perished.  In  such  a 
calamity  the  very  ground  and  foundation  of  life 
must  seem  to  break  up  and  collapse.  No  science  can 
predict  visitations  like  these,  no  precaution  can  avert 
them.  Suddenly,  apart  from  any  human  act,  the 
pillars  of  the  earth  tremble,  and  multitudes  lie 
crushed  as  under  the  naked  hand  of  God. 

The  historic  earthquake  at  Lisbon  which  happened 
without  warning  on  All  Saints'  Day,  1775,  laid  the 
city  in  ruins.  A  huge  tidal  wave  rushed  up  the 
Tagus  and  completed  the  havoc  caused  by  the  up 
heaval  of  the  ground.  The  catastrophe  left  a  deep 
and  permanent  impression  on  men's  minds.  Goethe 
at  the  time  was  only  a  little  boy  in  his  father's 
home  at  Frankfort ;  but  he  tells  us  how  his  reliance 
on  God's  omnipotent  goodness  suffered  a  violent 
shock  by  this  awful  tragedy,  which  destroyed  60,000 
human  beings  in  swift,  undistinguishing  fury.  It  has 
been  said  that  in  England  the  Lisbon  earthquake 
produced  more  effect  than  all  the  speculations  of 
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the  deists.  Portugal  was  then  linked  to  us  by 
many  intimate  ties.  Numbers  of  our  invalids  used 
to  resort  there  in  search  of  health,  just  as  recently 
they  resorted  to  the  Riviera  or  the  Engadine.  Henry 
Fielding  and  Philip  Doddridge  had  both  found 
graves  at  Lisbon  not  long  before  the  great  calamity, 
which  roused  so  much  sympathy  that  the  British 
Government  sent  £100,000  to  relieve  the  sufferers. 
Voltaire  at  Ferney  was  profoundly  moved  by  the 
event.  "One  of  the  most  sincere,  energetic,  and 
passionate  pieces  in  the  whole  literature  of  the 
eighteenth  century  is  his  poem  Le  Desastre  de  Lis- 
bonne."  He  felt  the  horror  of  it  as  keenly  as  if  the 
Geneva  at  his  own  gates  had  been  destroyed.  He 
tore  to  shreds  the  cheap  optimism  of  the  philosophers 
who  proclaimed  that  everything  was  for  the  best  in 
the  best  possible  of  worlds.  Did  God's  benevolence 
bring  about  this  dark  calamity  ?  Was  it  a  judgment, 
a  retribution?  "If  so,  why  is  Lisbon  in  ashes 
while  Paris  dances?"  To  Voltaire,  the  enigma 
seemed  desperate  and  inscrutable.  His  poem  pro 
voked  a  shallow  protest  from  Rousseau,  who,  how 
ever,  could  only  suggest  that  evil  is  but  a  relative 
thing,  and  may  perhaps  prove  to  be  good  in  disguise 
after  all.  Voltaire  had  insight  to  perceive  that,  at 
any  rate  relatively  to  us  poor  human  creatures,  the 
existence  of  pain  and  misery  and  waste  is  a  horrible 
reality. 

In  some  respects  the  Great  War  appears  less 
dreadful,  less  bewildering  than  any  cataclysm  of 
nature.  For  it  came  about-  not  by  an  act  of  God, 
but  manifestly  through  the  sheer  wickedness  of 
men.  And  now  after  years  of  bitter  conflict,  after 
bloodshed  and  cruelty  on  an  unexampled  scale,  it 
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has  ended  at  last.  The  idol  of  brute  force  lies 
shattered.  The  devilish  arrogance  whereby  one  race 
would  enslave  other  races  at  any  cost  has  been 
openly  judged  and  doomed.  Our  eyes  have  seen 
colossal  powers  of  evil  crash  down  into  the  dust. 
We  humbly  bow  our  heads,  and  worship  the  only 
Giver  of  victory. 

Yet  we  still  move  with  perplexed  and  painful 
steps  in  a  world  of  ruins  and  revolutions.  For  the 
fabric  of  civilization  has  been  shaken,  and  in  some 
lands  well-nigh  shattered.  All  over  Europe  the  old 
industrial  and  commercial  order,  the  old  social 
conditions,  are  visibly  crumbling  and  tottering.  For 
years  to  come  the  chief  effort  of  the  race  must  be 
to  reorganize  and  reconstruct  and  restore.  Moreover, 
when  we  try  to  take  account  of  the  moral  wreckage 
wrought  by  the  war  we  discover  that  it  is  not  less 
grave  than  the  material  havoc  and  destruction 
which  are  left  behind.  Men's  minds  and  hearts 
have  suffered  shock.  Many  of  their  cherished 
standards  and  ideals  and  beliefs,  "  which  stood  four 
square  to  all  the  winds  that  blew,"  are  sapped  and 
undermined.  To  repair  things  outward  and  tem 
poral  is  a  lighter  task  than  to  build  again  the 
broken  walls  of  faith  and  hope  and  love  which 
constitute  human  fellowship.  It  is  easier  to  dethrone 
tyranny  than  to  establish  the  free  brotherhood  of 
mankind.  If  Babylon  has  fallen,  the  City  of  God 
waits  to  be  reared  by  those  who  are  His  fellow- 
workers. 

Before  us  there  gleams  the  promise  of  a  League  of 
Nations.  But  if  such  a  League  is  to  prove  living 
and  lasting,  it  must  involve  far  more  than  mutual 
insurance  against  future  wars.  It  must  represent 
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some  genuine  unity  of  spirit ;  and  therefore  it 
must  rest  ultimately  upon  spiritual  ideals  and  judg 
ments  held  in  common.  In  other  words,  the  true 
League  of  Nations  will  be  the  outcome  of  true 
relations  established  between  human  souls  in  many 
lands  and  their  Invisible  King.  The  alliance  of 
mankind  cannot  consist  in  outward  institutions  and 
formal  covenants :  it  must  proceed  from  "  the 
acceptance  of  common  spiritual  values,  based  on 
a  common  vision  of  God." 

Moreover,  to  reorganize  and  re-establish  the  life 
of  civilization,  the  chief  problem  is  not  material  but 
moral  and  spiritual.  Suppose  we  succeed  in  making 
industry  enormously  efficient,  suppose  we  can 
increase  economic  production  and  turn  the  earth 
into  one  huge  factory,  peopled  by  specialized 
mechanics.  What  shall  all  that  profit  us,  if  man 
kind  be  enslaved  by  its  own  inventions  and 
brutalized  by  its  own  prosperity  ?  Why,  the  war 
itself  has  been  described  as  an  immense  passionate 
protest  from  the  very  heart  of  humanity,  which  rose 
up  and  rebelled  against  the  slavery  that  threatened 
the  spirit  of  man.  Freedom  and  civilization  depend 
ultimately  upon  character :  and  for  the  building  up 
of  character  there  is  only  one  sure  and  certain  way. 

Through  all  the  shocks  of  circumstance  those  things 
which  cannot  be  shaken  remain.  The  enduring  facts 
concerning  God  and  man  and  the  world  stand  where 
they  have  stood  from  the  beginning.  Human  nature 
we  have  always  with  us,  and  it  does  not  permanently 
alter.  Birth  and  marriage  and  death  go  on  in  the 
old-fashioned  way.  We  are,  as  we  always  have  been, 
immortal  spirits,  sent  to  be  trained  and  tested  on 
a  planet  which  is  not  our  home.  Amid  these  tragic 

5 


REBUILDING  ON  THE   ROCK 

upheavals,  we  cling  to  our  unchanging  spiritual 
inheritance,  we  hand  on  the  sacred  tradition  which 
we  have  in  charge  for  our  children's  children.  In  the 
fundamental  Christian  truths  there  is  no  variableness, 
though  they  suffer  eclipse  from  passing  shadows. 
"  We  may  feel,  dimly,  that  some  earlier  controversies 
have  lost  their  meaning  and  urgency,  while  strange 
new  forces  and  ideas  are  coming  into  play,  drawing 
men  into  fresh  combinations  towards  vast  issues  only 
part  discerned  as  yet."  But  among  all  the  powers  of 
the  age  to  come,  none  can  supersede  or  prevail 
against  the  Everlasting  Gospel.  Whatever  conflicts 
convulse  the  world,  the  Rock  of  Ages  abides  un- 
shattered.  Therefore  ivill  not  we  fear  though  the  earth 
be  removed,  and  though  the  mountains  be  carried  into 
the  midst  of  the  sea. 

The  Bible  Society  exists  for  a  single  object.  It 
publishes  everywhere  the  one  Book  which  can  be 
called  universal — the  Book  which  declares  that  God 
has  made  of  one  blood  and  loved  with  one  love  all 
races  of  men.  For  building  up  the  temple  of  human 
fellowship  on  earth  there  is  no  foundation  except 
the  Gospel  of  brotherhood,  through  reconciliation 
with  the  Eternal  Father ;  there  is  no  instrument  but 
the  ancient  reconciling  Word ;  there  is  no  cement 
except  the  love  and  fear  of  God.  For  reconstruct 
ing  the  social  order,  the  Bible  proclaims  its  great 
Christian  common-places  to  every  kindred  and  tribe 
and  tongue.  And  therefore,  in  the  stormy  sunrise  of 
a  new  era,  our  Society  girds  itself  afresh  for  its  yet 
unfulfilled  mission. 
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THE  WORD  THAT  ENDURES 

"  Heaven  and  earth  shall  pass  away  ; 
but  My  words  shall  not  pass  away." 

ONE  permanent  landmark  in  the  world  is  language. 
Human  creatures  are  distinguished  from  all  other 
animals  by  the  power  of  speech.  Yet  speech  itself 
remains  a  mysterious  enigma.  It  has  been  described 
as  the  act  of  the  human  spirit  unveiling  itself  to 
a  fellow  spirit.  "Man  can  take  a  cluster  of  air 
waves  and  make  it  a  vehicle  for  all  the  heights  of 
thought,  the  tenderness  of  emotion,  the  linked  pro 
cesses  of  reason."  And  the  marvel  does  not  lie 
merely  in  spoken  language.  With  the  help  of  a 
score  or  two  of  visible  marks  the  mind  of  one  gene 
ration  can  record  itself  so  that  it  will  be  understood 
by  other  generations  dozens  of  centuries  afterwards. 
We  uncover  a  few  dim  characters  traced  on  rocks 
over  which  the  desert  sands  have  been  drifting 
for  millenniums,  and  through  those  characters  the 
thought  of  some  long-dead  conqueror  or  lawgiver 
becomes  alive  and  intelligible  once  more*  A  few 
strokes  of  a  pen  upon  paper  bring  us  into  touch  with 
those  dear  to  us  in  distant  places,  we  can  realize  their 
condition  and  way  of  life,  their  joys  and  their  trou 
bles,  their  faith  and  their  fears,  though  we  are  parted 
from  them  by  the  diameter  of  the  world. 
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The  Charter  of  the  Church* 

There  is  a  deeper  mystery  still.  In  like  fashion 
God  has  bridged  the  gulf  between  the  seen  and  the 
unseen,  between  His  children  and  Himself.  A  few 
ancient  manuscripts  have  come  down  to  us,  written 
originally  by  men  of  no  great  learning  in  a  form  of 
speech  which  is  half -forgotten  now.  The  mere  pre 
servation  of  these  records  is  one  of  the  miracles  of 
history.  But  in  their  pages  the  Divine  Heart  and 
Will  are  expressed  in  terms  which  all  may  understand. 
Christendom  confesses  that  the  New  Testament  is 
the  charter  of  the  Universal  Church. 

The  Confusion  of  Tongues* 

Yet  while  language  is  a  common  possession  which 
makes  the  whole  world  kin,  it  has  become  also  one 
chief  source  and  symbol  of  division.  It  severs  nation 
from  nation  and  tribe  from  tribe.  Often  it  forms 
a  barrier  between  races  more  insurmountable  than 
rocky  heights  or  rushing  rivers  or  the  estranging 
sea.  In  the  Shan  uplands  of  Burma  you  find  folk 
living  side  by  side,  sometimes  in  the  same  village, 
with  the  same  religion  and  almost  identical  customs, 
who  have  to  communicate  by  means  of  an  inter 
preter.  In  the  Andamans,  tribes  on  one  small 
island  can  understand  one  another  only  by  the 
use  of  signs  and  gestures.  The  confusion  of  tongues 
is  an  enduring  fact — perplexing,  but  permanent, 
however  it  be  explained.  Now  the  Bible  Society 
exists  that  it  may  help  Holy  Scripture  to  speak 
in  all  the  languages  and  dialects  of  the  world.  In 
this  institution  Christians  of  many  Churches  have 
gone  into  partnership  to  carry  out  what  is  the 
common  duty  and  concern  of  them  all.  Year  by 
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year  it  perseveres  in  its  great  unfulfilled  mission — 
"to  revoke  the  curse  of  Babel  and  to  multiply  the 
blessings  of  Pentecost." 

A  Harvest  of  New  Versions. 

In  the  vital  department  of  the  Society's  work 
which  deals  with  translation  and  revision  we  must 
needs  praise  God  for  steady  and  persistent  progress. 
During  the  course  of  the  long  conflict — between 
August,  1914,  and  November,  1918— the  Bible  Society 
has  been  able  to  publish  the  Scriptures  in  thirty-five 
fresh  languages.  This  means  an  average  of  one 
new  version  every  seven  weeks,  issued  while  the 
nations  of  the  world  were  at  war.  All  these  trans 
lations  are  for  use  in  mission  work  overseas  among 
Moslem  or  heathen  peoples.  Nearly  all  of  them  are 
in  languages  previously  unwritten.  The  world-wide 
scope  of  the  Society  appears  when  we  note  that 
twenty-one  of  these  languages  are  African  ;  ten  are 
Asiatic;  two  are  spoken  in  islands  of  the  Pacific; 
and  two  belong  to  South  America,  the  "  continent  of 
opportunity."  Such  has  been  the  harvest  of  new 
versions  reaped  in  days  of  war — surely  a  cause  for 
deep  thankfulness,  and  a  challenge  to  wider  seed- 
sowing. 

Six  Fresh  Languages* 

The  languages  included  in  our  list  for  the  first 
time  in  the  present  report  are  six  in  number. 

Nsenga  is  the  tongue  of  a  tribe  in  Northern 
Rhodesia  and  Portuguese  East  Africa,  near  the 
borders  of  Nyasaland.  St.  Mark's  Gospel  has  ap 
peared,  translated  by  the  Rev.  A.  S.  B.  Ranger,  of 
the  Universities'  Mission  at  Msoro,  a  station  round 
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which  there  are  already  more  than  1,600  baptized 
converts. 

Kono  is  spoken  by  about  50,000  negroes  in  the 
"  Railway  District "  of  Sierra  Leone,  200  miles  inland 
from  the  coast.  For  their  use  St.  Matthew's  Gospel 
has  been  translated  by  Mrs.  J.  Hal  Smith,  of  the 
"  United  Brethren  in  Christ "  Mission. 

The  Jukun  are  another  African  tribe,  dwelling  in 
the  valley  of  the  Benue  River,  which  is  the  largest 
tributary  of  the  Niger.  St.  Luke's  Gospel,  prepared 
by  Mrs.  C.  L.  Whitman,  of  the  Sudan  United  Mission, 
has  now  been  printed  in  the  Donga  dialect  of  Jukun. 
In  the  Wukari  dialect  of  this  language  we  issued  a 
version  of  St.  Mark  four  years  ago. 

Fula  is  the  speech  of  a  numerous  race  of  nomadic 
herdsmen,  who  range  over  a  wide  region  extending 
from  Senegal  in  the  Western  Sudan  nearly  to 
Darfur.  For  these  Fulani  we  have  published  a 
version  of  St.  John's  Gospel,  prepared  by  Mr.  A.  W. 
Olsen,  of  the  Sudan  United  Mission,  in  the  Adamawa 
dialect  of  Fula  current  in  Northern  Nigeria. 

In  India,  Bhili  is  the  tongue  of  a  tribe  numbering 
over  a  million  and  living  among  the  hills  and  jungles 
of  Rajputana  and  Gujarat.  St.  Mark,  prepared  by 
the  Rev.  Enok  Hedberg,  of  the  Swedish  Alliance 
Mission,  has  now  been  printed  in  the  Dehwali  dialect 
of  Bhili.  This  belongs  to  the  southern  group  of 
Bhili  dialects :  the  version  of  St.  Mark  in  Bhili 
which  we  issued  in  1916  represents  the  central 
group. 

In  the  south  of  China  15,000,000  people  use  a 
common  speech  known  as  Hakka.  Two  years  ago 
we  published  the  completed  Bible  in  Hakka,  trans 
lated  by  members  of  the  Basel  Mission.  But  the 
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missionaries  of  the  English  Presbyterian  Church  had 
already  been  compelled  to  prepare  an  independent 
version  in  the  form  of  Hakka  current  among  their 
congregations  in  the  Province  of  Kwangtung.  Our 
Society  has  now  issued  the  New  Testament  in  this 
Wukingfu  dialect  of  the  Hakka  colloquial. 

In  addition  to  the  six  new  versions  actually 
published  last  year,  the  Bible  House  has  received 
manuscript  Gospels  in  at  least  half  a  dozen  addi 
tional  languages,  which  are  now  being  prepared  for 
the  press  or  are  in  the  printers'  hands. 

In  many  other  languages  in  which  only  some 
part  of  Holy  Scripture  was  available,  fresh  books 
have  been  published  during  the  past  year.  The  New 
Testament  has  been  completed  in  Lunda  of  Kalunda, 
for  a  large  tribe  in  the  south  of  Belgian  Congo  ;  and 
the  Bible  will  soon  be  complete  in  Ronga,  for  people 
in  Portuguese  East  Africa.  Important  revisions  of 
earlier  versions  are  steadily  marching  forward.  For 
example,  in  Sindhi,  the  revised  New  Testament  has 
been  finished,  and  progress  is  being  made  with 
revising  and  completing  the  Old  Testament. 

Revised  Bibles  for  China. 

For  China,  two  great  revisions — the  Wenli  Bible 
and  the  Mandarin  Bible — received  their  final  edi 
torial  touches^last  year  and  passed  into  the  printers' 
hands.  Both  these  "  Union "  versions  were  under 
taken  at  the  Shanghai  Missionary  Conference  which 
met  in  1890,  and  after  twenty-eight  years'  labour 
by  missionary  scholars  and  Chinese  linguists,  they 
are  at  length  complete.  Wenli  is  the  literary  form 
of  Chinese,  which  appeals  to  educated  men.  Man 
darin  is  the  form  of  Chinese  which  is  spoken  and 
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read  by  the  vast  majority  of  the  population.  Eleven 
out  of  every  twelve  books  which  our  Society  issues 
in  China  are  in  this  version.  It  is  instructive  to 
realize  that  the  Mandarin  Bible  addresses  more 
human  beings  than  any  other  translation  of  the 
Scriptures — not  excluding  our  own  English  Bible. 

It  is  one  chief  peculiarity  of  the  Chinese  language  that  each 
separate  word  is  represented  by  a  distinct  character.  Even  a  Chinese 
pocket-dictionary  contains  over  10,000  of  these  characters.  If  a  man 
desires  to  master  Chinese  thoroughly  he  must  apply  his  mind  and 
memory  until  he  can  recognize  each  of  them.  This  is  indeed  a 
stupendous  task.  Sir  Walter  Hillier  says  :  "  Three,  four,  or  five 
thousand  symbols  are  all  that  a  Chinese  of  average  education  need 
have  at  his  command."  He  goes  on  to  say,  however :  "If  anyone 
will  persevere  until  he  has  thoroughly  mastered  a  thousui  characters 
he  will  find  that  he  is  in  a  position  to  have  some  appreciation  of  a 
novel  .  .  .  and  to  master  the  difficulties  of  any  simple  business 
document."  We  cannot  wonder  that  most  Europeans  have  lacked 
courage  to  attempt  the  task,  while  among  the  Chinese  themselves 
a  very  large  majority  of  adults  are  illiterate. 

Such  a  condition  of  things  has  long  been  deplored  by  intelligent 
Chinese.  The  wiser  among  them  recognize  the  reason  of  it  in  the 
extreme  difficulty  and  complexity  of  the  written  language.  About 
twenty  years  ago,  in  the  days  of  the  Empress  Dowager,  a  great 
Chinese  scholar  and  reformer,  Wang  Chao  by  name,  who  held  the 
highest  obtainable  literary  degree,  conceived  the  idea  of  a  simplified 
form  of  Chinese  writing,  and  invented  a  phonetic  system  of  symbols. 
Like  many  other  reforms  this  was  branded  as  revolutionary  and 
suppressed,  while  its  author  was  sent  into  banishment  and  died 
in  exile. 

Under  the  Republic  in  China  a  somewhat  similar  phonetic  system 
has  now  been  adopted  by  the  Government  Bureau  of  Education,  and 
officially  approved  by  the  Chinese  Ministry  of  Education  in  1918. 
This  system  has  also  been  adopted  by  the  China  Continuation  Com 
mittee,  after  careful  consideration  by  a  conference  of  missionary 
experts.  Dr.  Sidney  Peill  and  others  who  have  been  specially 
interested  are  co-operating  in  the  Government  scheme. 

While  these  pages  are  passing  through  the  preae,  the  Bible  House 
has  received  from  Shanghai  copies  of  St.  Mark  in  Mandarin,  the  first 
book  printed  in  the  new  script  by  our  Society. 
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The  new  script  employs  only  39  symbols,  of  which  24  are  initials, 
3  are  medials,  and  12  are  finals.  By  a  combination  of  these,  all 
Chinese  words  can  be  accurately  represented.  Those  who  have 
studied  the  scheme  are  enthusiastic  as  to  its  practical  value,  and  if 
half  the  benefits  anticipated  from  it  are  realized,  the  adoption  of  this 
new  script  will  mark  an  epoch  in  China's  history,  especially  by 
enabling  the  illiterate  to  read  the  Word  of  God. 

A  Philological  Institute. 

Such  world-wide  translation  work  has  a  high 
scientific  interest  and  value.  From  one  point  of 
view  the  Bible  Society  appears  as  a  great  philo 
logical  institute.  Its  coadjutors  have  actually 
crystallized  and  given  shape  to  barbarous  tongues 
which  before  had  no  alphabet  in  existence.  They 
have  preserved  many  an  evanescent  dialect  and 
given  it  written  form,  so  that  in  hundreds  of  cases 
the  poor,  miserable  jargon  has  become  clothed  and 
in  its  right  mind,  like  the  demoniac  of  old,  and  has 
been  transformed,  like  him,  into  a  messenger  and 
witness  of  the  Gospel. 

Consecrated  Drudgery* 

Few  of  us  can  realize  the  immense  labour  involved 
in  translating  a  single  book  of  Scripture  into  the 
speech  of  some  savage  tribe.  First,  that  speech 
must  be  learnt  by  daily  familiar  intercourse  with 
the  savages  themselves.  Next  it  must  be  reduced 
to  writing  and  grammar — an  arduous  task.  Then 
there  remains  the  most  trying  problem  of  all — to 
discover  terms  which  will  best  convey  to  these 
untutored  minds  the  moral  and  spiritual  ideas  of 
Christianity.  They  have  had  no  names  and  no 
thoughts  to  correspond  with  the  greatest  watch- 
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words  of  the  Gospel.  And  so  it  becomes  necessary 
not  only  to  convert  and  baptize  the  heathen,  but 
to  convert  their  very  words  from  foul  and  base 
meanings  and  to  baptize  their  vocabulary  into 
the  service  of  Christ.  We  can  understand  why  the 
accumulated  experience  of  translators  has  proved 
conclusively  that  any  version  of  Scripture,  to  be 
vital  and  permanent,  must  be  made,  not  by  learned 
scholars  in  a  library,  but  by  Christian  teachers  who 
are  in  living  contact  with  the  needs  of  an  infant 
Church.  At  the  present  time  hundreds  of  linguists 
and  missionaries  and  native  assistants  are  organized 
into  translation  and  revision  committees  in  many 
distant  parts  of  the  world,  working  under  the  Bible 
Society's  auspices  and  largely  at  its  expense.  We 
do  not  sufficiently  recognize  the  heroic  drudgery 
of  this  noble  army  of  translators,  who  toil  on 
patiently  year  after  year  to  give  the  people  of  all 
lands  God's  thoughts  towards  them  in  their  own 
tongue. 

At  the  end  of  a  long  life -time  devoted  to  patient 
study  of  the  phrases  and  sentences  of  the  New 
Testament,  Dr.  Edwin  A.  Abbott  can  bear  this  tes 
timony,  in  the  preface  to  the  closing  volume  of  his 
Diatessarica :  "  How  much  have  you  gained  from  all 
this  study  of  words  ?  The  reply  is  in  effect  that  the 
object  has  been  'to  reach  the  Word  through  the 
words.' " 

Authorised  Versions. 

Another  point  of  high  importance  deserves  to  be 
emphasized  here.  The  ideal  of  the  Bible  Society  is 
not  only  to  provide  the  Scriptures  in  every  language, 
but  to  secure  one  version  of  Scripture  in  each 
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language.  By  virtue  of  its  organization  and  expe 
rience,  its  prestige  and  resources,  the  Society  is 
specially  qualifiejl  to  harmonize  differences  and  com 
pose  rivalries.  It  can  generally  induce  the  most 
competent  scholars  to  unite  in  this  sacred  task,  and 
thus  to  produce,  after  revisions  and  corrections, 
what  becomes  practically  an  accepted  and  authorized 
version  of  Scripture.  And  surely  it  is  no  small  gain 
to  escape  sectarian  translations  in  heathen  lands. 
Whatever  else  divides  Christian  missionaries  in  a 
foreign  field,  at  least  they  should  be  able  to  appeal 
to  one  and  the  same  copy  of  the  Bible. 

Linguistic  Pioneering* 

There  are  certain  regions  in  the  world  whe^e 
strange  dialects  abound  and  philological  problems 
are  especially  confused  and  bewildering.  To  survey 
such  a  jungle  of  conflicting  tongues  and  so  to  prepare 
the  way  for  missionary  translators  is  just  "  one  of 
those  tasks  of  Christian  statesmanship  which  the 
Bible  Society  exists  to  fulfil." 

Few  living  Englishmen  are  more  at  home  in  Central  Africa  than 
Mr.  W.  J.  W.  Roome,  who  has  journeyed  not  fewer  than  four  times 
across  the  heart  of  the  Dark  Continent.  Up  to  1916  he  had  been 
doing  excellent  missionary  service  as  honorary  secretary  in  connexion 
with  the  Egypt  General  Mission  and  the  Sudan  United  Mission.  In 
that  year  he  was  appointed  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 
as  its  secretary  for  East  Central  Africa.  Mr.  Roome  makes  his  head 
quarters  at  Kampala,  the  capital  of  Uganda,  and  supervises  the 
distribution  of  the  Scriptures  in  British  East  Africa  and  the  Uganda 
Protectorate,  in  the  great  country  formerly  known  as  "German" 
East  Africa,  as  well  as  in  the  mountainous  lands  round  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Nile  and  the  Congo.  Those  regions  include  an  immense 
entanglement  of  African  languages,  through  which  Mr.  Roome  has 
been  carrying  out  important  pioneer  linguistic  explorations  on  behalf 
of  the  Bible  Society.  In  1917  he  made  a  long,  difficult  and  perilous 
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expedition  across  the  centre  of  the  Continent,  penetrating  into  Belgian 
and  French  Congo  as  far  as  Stanleyville  and  Bangui,  returning  via 
Khartoum  to  Kampala.  In  1918  Mr.  Eoome  undertook  another  long 
journey,  which  included  visits  to  the  different  mission  stations  in 
British  East  Africa  and  Zanzibar ;  afterwards,  through  the  kindness 
of  the  military  authorities,  British  and  Belgian,  he  was  able  to  cross 
"  German  "  East  Africa  from  the  coast  to  Lake  Tanganyika,  proceed 
ing  northwards  through  Kuanda  to  Uganda.  On  his  homeward  route 
he  travelled  overland  from  Kampala  to  South  Africa,  through 
"  German  "  East  Africa,  Nyasaland,  and  Khodesia,  thus  completing 
the  journey  from  Cairo  to  the  Cape,  in  addition  to  his  three  expedi 
tions  across  Africa  from  east  to  west.  Mr.  Boome  has  sent  home 
maps  defining  the  districts  inhabited  by  over  700  African  tribes  and 
sub-tribes.  His  total  journeys  included  16,000  miles  of  travelling  by 
river-steamer,  rail,  canoe,  or  cycle,  and  5,000  miles  on  foot — during 
which  he  has  paid  visits  to  75  stations  of  24  different  missionary 
societies,  and  met  about  350  missionaries  in  conference. 

The  Bev.  A.  W.  Banfield,  our  secretary  for  West  Africa,  made  last 
year  a  long  journey  of  linguistic  exploration  up  the  Congo,  penetrating 
inland  almost  as  far  as  Lake  Tanganyika.  On  this  tour  Mr.  Banfield 
personally  saw  Bible  work  being  carried  on  in  nineteen  different 
African  languages,  and  gathered  important  information  as  to  similar 
work  which  is  being  done  in  twenty-one  other  tongues,  spoken  by 
negro  tribes  in  the  vast  Congo  basin. 
* 

Conferences  on  Linguistic  Problems* 

Another  method  through  which  our  Society  co 
operates  in  the  missionary  advance  is  by  convening 
conferences  of  representative  workers  to  discuss 
language  problems.  Where  necessary,  the  Society 
assists  in  financing  such  conferences ;  and  it  is 
always  ready  to  place  its  experience  at  the  service 
of  missionaries  seeking  guidance  and  information.  In 
this  way  several  questions  of  orthography  and  trans 
lation  have  been  settled  during  the  past  year,  while 
lines  of  policy  have  been  laid  down  which  may  result 
in  the  unification  of  dialects  once  thought  to  be 
distinct. 
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A  meeting  in  1918  at  Arua,  on  the  White  Nile,  attended  by  members 
of  the  Church  Missionary  Society  and  the  Africa  Inland  Mission, 
came  to  certain  conclusions  as  to  spelling  and  the  use  of  theological 
terms,  as  well  as  the  selection  of  languages  for  new  versions,  which 
will  help  to  prevent  the  overlapping  of  versions  and  will  assist  those 
missionaries  who  are  beginning  translation  work. 

A  similar  conference  which  met  last  year  in  Belgian  Congo  expressed 
the  opinion  that  two  kindred  tongues,  Mongo  and  Nkundu,  in  both  of 
which  various  books  of  Scripture  have  been  published,  are  not 
so  distinct  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  produce  a  union  version.  At 
all  events,  a  practical  attempt  is  being  made  to  this  end. 

Reconstruction  in  the  Near  East* 

During  the  discussions  which  sprang  up  round  the 
Peace  Conference  multitudes  of  Englishmen  have 
begun  to  learn  more  about  the  strange  medley  of 
races  and  languages  in  Eastern  Europe  between 
the  Baltic  and  the  JEgean.  These  facts,  however, 
which  perplex  and  baffle  statesmen,  are  familiar  data 
with  which  the  Bible  Society  has  been  dealing  for 
generations.  We  will  give  a  few  statistics  to 
illustrate  what  it  has  already  accomplished  among 
the  nationalities  in  question. 

For  the  Czechs,  our  Society  has  provided  and  sent 
out  2,000,000  copies  of  the  Scriptures  in  Bohemian ; 
for  the  Magyars,  nearly  3,000,000  books  in  Hungarian  ; 
for  the  Poles,  nearly  2,000,000  books  in  Polish ;  for 
the  Rumanians,  1,200,000  volumes  in  Rumanian ; 
for  the  Serbs  and  Croats,  1,280,000  books  in  Serbian 
— not  to  mention  1,200,000  books  in  Modern  Greek, 
224,000  books  in  Slovenian,  177,000  in  Slovak,  90,000 
in  Albanian,  550,000  in  Lettish,  200,000  in  Lithuanian, 
244,000  in  Esthonian,  270,000  in  Ruthenian,  and 
850,000  in  Bulgarian. 

It  is  more  than  half  a  century  since  the  Bulgarian 
nation  received  the  first  edition  of  the  Bible  ever 
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printed  in  their  own  speech  :  this  was  produced  for 
them  by  our  Society.  Not  long  before  the  war  a 
revision  of  this  Bible  had  been  taken  in  hand,  and 
the  task  has  just  been  completed,  at  a  cost  to  the 
Society  of  £2,600 — quite  apart  from  the  expense  of 
printing  and  publishing  this  revised  Bulgarian  version, 
which  is  being  prepared  for  the  press. 

A  distinguished  Serbian  official  in  London  recently 
stated  that  the  Serbian  Bible  is  the  chief  classic  in 
that  language,  and  that  it  is  the  one  book  found  in 
great  numbers  of  Serbian  homes.  He  added  that 
the  grammars  used  in  Serbian  schools  quote  from 
this  Bible  to  illustrate  grammatical  construction,  and 
he  declared  that  the  Bible  Society  has  been  the 
main  instrument  in  achieving  these  results  in  Serbia. 
It  is  seventy  years  since  the  Society  paid  most  of 
the  cost  of  translating  and  publishing  the  version  of 
the  Serbian  Bible  now  current.  We  are  in  com 
munication  with  the  Archbishop  of  Belgrade  in 
regard  to  a  fresh  revision  of  the  Serbian  Bible, 
towards  the  expense  of  which  the  Society  set  aside 
£1,000  last  year.  We  are  also  arranging  for  further 
and  fuller  co-operation  with  the  national  Churches 
of  the  peoples  who  constitute  the  new  Yugo-Slav 
State. 

While  the  Archbishop  of  Athens  was  staying  in 
London  shortly  before  Christmas,  1918,  he  had  a  long 
and  friendly  interview  with  one  of  the  Society's 
secretaries,  and  discussed  the  difficulties  which  in 
recent  years  have  hindered  the  circulation  of  modern 
Greek  versions  of  the  Scriptures  in  the  kingdom  of 
Greece.  His  Beatitude  expressed  his  hearty  desire 
for  closer  co-operation  between  the  Holy  Synod  of 
the  Greek  Church  and  the  Bible  Society,  and  ma^e 
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proposals  for  a  new  translation  of  the  Bible  into 
Modern  Greek,  in  which  the  Society  has  cordially 
consented  to  take  part. 

***** 

Since  the  present  century  began,  versions  in  no 
fewer  than  140  fresh  tongues  have  been  added  to 
the  Society's  list.  This  list  now  embraces  517  different 
languages  and  dialects  ;  and  includes  the  complete 
Bible  in  134  forms  of  speech,  and  the  complete  New 
Testament  in  119  others. 
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THE  MISSION  THAT  PERSISTS 

THE  great  upheaval   of  the   nations   has   failed   to 
hinder  the  march  of  the  message  of  God.     In  the 
course  of  the  last  five  fateful  years  the  Bible  Society 
has  sent  out  nearly  forty-nine  million  copies  of  the 
Scriptures.      This   result   is   eleven   million   volumes 
above   what  we   had    ever   before   distributed   in    a 
like  period  of  time.     During  the  past  twelve  months, 
indeed,   the   figures    have    fallen    somewhat    below 
their  remarkable  average.     But  in  face  of  the  wide 
spread   desolation    and    distress    in    the   world,   we 
cannot    wonder    at    a    temporary   decline.      Every 
where    prices     have    risen     beyond    all    precedent. 
For  lack  of  labour  and  materials  it  proved  impos 
sible  to  reprint  some  of  our  most  popular  editions. 
The  shortage  of   shipping   and  the  dangers  of  sub 
marine  warfare   made  it  doubly  difficult  to  restock 
many   of   our   foreign   depots.     Even   in   a   country 
like  Persia,  the  Society's  secretary  failed  for  more 
than  a  year  to  receive  a  single  communication  from 
London,  though  above   a   score  of  letters  had  been 
despatched    to    him    at    Teheran.      In    Russia    and 
Siberia,  where  we  disposed  of  nearly  600,000  volumes 
annually   before    the   war,    the    returns    have    now 
shrunk  almost  to  zero.     Moreover,  our  own  special 
war-distribution,    which     has    averaged    quite    two 
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million  copies  a  year,  practically  stopped   short  at 
the  Armistice. 

With  the  opening  of  the  present  year,  which 
inaugurates  a  new  era  in  history,  the  Bible  Society's 
circulation,  since  it  was  founded  in  1804,  had  reached 
the  astonishing  total  of  three  hundred  million 
volumes — each  volume  being  a  Bible,  or  a  Testa 
ment,  or  at  least  some  book  of  Holy  Scripture. 
Looking  backward,  the  Society  can  surely  thank 
God — and  take  courage  to  look  forward. 

When  we  take  a  broad  view  of  our  statistics  for 
the  last  few  years,  perhaps  the  outstanding  fact 
which  emerges  is  this — that  the  Bible  Society  is 
becoming  more  and  more  an  instrument  for  the 
supply  of  the  foreign  mission  field.  Judged  by 
numbers,  its  centre  of  distribution  moves  steadily 
towards  the  dense  populations  of  the  East,  where 
last  year  we  circulated  about  a  million  and  a 
quarter  books  in  India  and  Ceylon,  800,000  books 
in  Japan  and  Korea,  and  more  than  3,000,000  books 
in  China.  The  extent  and  character  of  our  circu 
lation  correspond  with  the  progressive  advance  of 
Christian  missions. 

The  Christian  Propaganda* 

One  far-reaching  fact  brought  home  to  us  by  the 
war  is  the  solidarity  of  the  human  race.  Men  of 
all  colours  and  languages  and  civilizations  are 
mysteriously  related  and  bound  together.  People 
are  waking  up  to  understand  that  the  well-being 
of  the  world  must  be  the  common  business  of  us 
all.  Now  this  is  really  a  root-principle  of  Chris 
tian  missions,  and  to-day  it  is  proclaimed  from  the 
seats  of  the  mighty  as  the  only  principle  by  which 
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men  and  nations  can  live.  If  the  political  and 
industrial  affairs  of  distant  countries  concern  us, 
so  do  their  moral  and  religious  conditions.  To 
redeem  men  from  materialism  and  anarchy  there 
is  no  other  power  but  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  "A 
Christian  revival  all  the  world  over  is  the  only 
effective  cure  for  Bolshevism."  We  may  go  further 
still  and  say  that  a  world-wide  Christian  propa 
ganda  is  "the  only  hope  for  any  reconstruction  of 
society  which  will  be  worthy  at  once  of  the  men 
who  have  died,  and  of  the  unborn  peoples  whose 
lives  will  be  so  largely  shaped  by  the  world  which 
we  now  create." 

Missionaries  of  all  communions  are  constantly 
bearing  witness  that  their  propaganda  finds  its 
most  effective  and  penetrating  weapon  in  the  ver 
nacular  Testaments  and  Gospels  which  they  draw 
from  the  Bible  Society.  We  rejoice  that  the  war 
has  done  little  to  check  our  supplies  of  these  books 
to  the  mission  field.  And  we  may  quote  some 
recent  testimonies  to  illustrate  the  unique  service 
which  the  Bible  Society  thus  renders  to  the  expedi 
tionary  forces  of  the  Church. 

In  Africa. 

From  a  striking  statement  of  the  future  of  Africa, 
"  the  world's  backward  child,"  issued  by  the  C.M.S., 
we  take  the  following  paragraph : 

"  The  black  man  is  putting  himself  to  school.  In  so  far  as  his 
million-throated  cry  is  articulate,  it  is  a  cry  for  education.  He  has 
no  doubt  at  all  why  the  European  has  so  far  been  his  superior. 
When  the  heathen  observe  how  their  own  people  are  changed  by 
attending  the  mission  school,  how  they  shake  off  the  besetting  fear 
of  evil  spirits,  and  how  they  gain  something  of  the  white  man's 
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power  as  they  embrace  his  religion,  the  general  keenness  to  '  learn 
book  '  beggars  description.  The  Bible  is  their  reading  book,  the 
first  to  be  translated  by  the  missionaries  into  the  native  languages. 
In  that  book  tens  of  thousands  are  discovering  Christ." 

Speaking  of  Christian  propaganda  in  Africa  to-day, 
a  missionary  writer  thus  describes  its  effect : 

"  In  Africa  to-day  the  convert  is  given  the  picture  of  Jesus  in  a 
book.  The  book  is  given  an  incomparable  place  by  missionaries. 
And  the  picture  is  so  frank  and  clear  that  by  no  other  means  could 
the  Person  be  made  more  real,  even  to  the  most  ignorant  and 
barbarous.  With  us  it  is  a  picture  obscured  by  conscious  and  uncon 
scious  interpretations,  scrawled  over  by  past  controversies,  blurred 
by  an  obsolete  phraseology  that  covers  a  thick  crust  of  lazy  hypo 
crisies.  The  Figure  that  startles  whoever  sees  it,  who  attracted  the 
poor,  the  humble,  the  disreputable,  who  was  so  ready  without 
reproof  to  help  them,  but  was  so  disturbing  to  those  who  sit  safe 
from  misery,  so  scornful  of  those  who  belong  to  any  superior  class, 
whether  of  the  pious  or  of  the  sceptics,  stands  out  to  the  African 
more  nearly  as  He  appeared  to  the  Galilean  multitude  than  as  He 
appears  to  us.  He  is  the  African's  only  Figure  in  history." 

The  Bible  Society  has  already  sent  out  some  part 
of  the  Scriptures  in  143  African  tongues.  These 
include  the  complete  Bible  in  twenty-two  languages, 
and  the  complete  New  Testament  in  thirty- two  more 
languages,  and  some  book  or  books  of  Scripture  in 
eighty-nine  languages  besides. 

In  its  Egyptian  agency — which  extends  from 
Cyprus  to  Abyssinia — the  following  missions  have 
been  supplied  during  the  past  year  from  our  depot 
at  Port  Said  with  the  Scriptures  in  all  the  versions 
which  they  need  for  their  operations : 

The  American  Presbyterian  Mission,  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Mission,  the  Swedish  Evangelical  Mission,  the  United  Free  Church 
of  Scotland  Mission,  the  Danish  Reformed  Lutheran  Mission,  the 
London  Jews'  Society,  the  North  Africa  Mission,  the  Church  of 
Scotland  Jewish  Mission  and  Schools,  the  Egypt  General  Mission, 
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the  Peniel  Mission,  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  the  Irish  and 
Scotch  Reformed  Presbyterian  Mission,  the  Waldensian  Mission,  and 
the  Friends'  Foreign  Mission  Association. 

In  East  Africa* 

British  East  Africa  alone  includes  tribes  speaking 
thirty-three  different  languages  and  dialects.  Mission 
work  is  being  carried  on  among  them  by  no  fewer 
than  fourteen  different  societies.  For  the  use  of 
these  missions,  the  Bible  Society  has  already  pub 
lished  the  complete  Bible  in  both  the  Zanzibar  and 
the  Mombasa  forms  of  Swahili,  as  well  as  in 
Giryama ;  the  complete  New  Testament  in  Pokomo 
and  also  in  Taveta ;  and  some  portion  of  the  New 
Testament  in  nearly  a  dozen  other  British  East 
African  languages. 

In  the  autumn  of  1918  Mr.  W.  J.  W.  Roome,  the 
Society's  secretary  for  East  Central  Africa,  visited 
Maseno,  the  centre  of  the  C.M.S.  work  amongst  the 
Nilotic  Kavirondo,  where  a  remarkable  religious 
movement  has  for  some  time  been  in  progress.  The 
chief  difficulty  of  the  missionaries  is  to  train  and 
educate  their  crowds  of  inquirers.  New  editions  of 
the  Luo  version  of  St.  Mark,  St.  Luke  and  St.  John, 
sent  out  by  our  Society,  found  such  an  eager  welcome 
that  in  six  months  over  £130 — representing  more 
than  8,000  separate  purchases — had  been  received 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  sales.  The  missionaries 
fixed  the  price  of  a  single  Gospel  at  4d. ;  and  in  the 
case  of  many  a  purchaser  from  outlying  districts 
this  would  be  greater  than  the  whole  value  of  his 
clothing.  Mr.  Roome  heard  of  one  man  who  came 
to  buy  a  Gospel  arrayed  in  nothing  except  "  nature's 
free  gifts  of  sunshine  and  smiles."  Early  in  1919  the 
Rev.  A.  E.  Pleydell,  of  the  C.M.S.  Kavirondo  Mission, 
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sent  a  request  to  the  Bible  House  for  20,000  more 
copies  of  separate  Gospels  in  Luo.  Among  the 
Bantu  Kavirondo,  the  Africa  Industrial  Mission  has 
an  experience  almost  as  encouraging.  At  Maragoli 
station  there  are  now  from  1,200  to  1,500  readers. 
Here  the  missionary  in  charge,  who  is  translating  a 
fresh  Gospel,  prints  one  chapter  each  week  on 
slips  of  paper— over  1,000  slips  are  printed  weekly  by 
his  small  press — and  uses  these  slips  at  his  Sunday 
services.  This  method  not  only  introduces  each  new 
portion  of  Scripture  "little  by  little,"  with  full 
explanation,  but  also  gives  the  translator  a  practical 
opportunity  for  revising  and  correcting  his  version, 
before  it  appears  in  book  form. 

Namirembe,  the  headquarters  of  the  C.M.S.  in 
Uganda,  is  situated  on  one  of  the  seven  hills  of  the 
Uganda  capital.  This  forms  the  natural  centre  for 
circulating  the  Scriptures  in  the  Uganda  Protectorate. 
Despite  the  enormous  difficulties  of  transport  from 
England,  the  Bible  Society  was  able  during  1918  to 
send  no  fewer  than  126  cases  of  the  Scriptures  to  its 
depot  at  Namirembe,  from  which  29,000  volumes, 
in  six  different  languages,  were  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  people  last  year. 

Kamba  is  the  language  spoken  by  a  tribe  in  British 
East  Africa  between  the  Athi  and  Tana  rivers,  north 
of  the  snowclad  summit  of  Mount  Kilimanjaro.  In 
recent  years  the  Africa  Inland  Mission  began  to 
evangelize  the  Akamba  tribesmen,  and  since  the  out 
break  of  war  the  stations  of  the  Leipzig  Mission  in 
this  region  have  been  transferred  to  that  Society. 
Versions  of  St.  Mark  and  St.  John  made  by  the 
Rev.  G.  W.  Rhoad  of  the  A.I.M.  have  been  published 
by  the  B.F.B.S.,  which  has  now  undertaken  to  print  a 
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translation  of  the  complete  New  Testament.  Writing 
on  October  2nd,  1918,  Mr.  Rhoad  says  : 

"  I  have  conferred  with  our  Home  Director,  Secretary,  and  other 
prominent  members  of  the  Home  Council,  and  am  therefore  able  to 
express  to  you  the  sincerest  appreciation  of  the  Africa  Inland  Mission 
as  an  organization,  as  well  as  my  own  personal  gratitude,  for  your 
courteous  reception  of  the  Kamba  New  Testament  for  publication. 
We  have  endeavoured  carefully  to  weigh  every  question  raised.  It  is 
our  conviction,  however,  that  we  owe  it  to  the  people  to  give  them 
the  whole  New  Testament ;  and  to  this  end  we  have  toiled  laboriously. 
There  are  3,000  at  present  eagerly  waiting  for  the  issue  of  the  New 
Testament  from  the  press,  and  I  feel  confident  that  within  the  next 
ten  years  we  shall  require  from  eight  to  ten  thousand  copies." 

At  Zanzibar,  seven  new  African  priests  of  the 
U.M.O.A.  were  ordained  in  the  year  1918.  They 
included  the  first  man  of  the  Shambala  tribe,  and 
the  first  man  of  the  Zigua  tribe,  who  had  ever 
received  this  office.  Our  Society  published  St. 
Matthew's  Gospel  in  Zigula  (or  Zigua)  in  1906,  and 
the  complete  New  Testament  in  Shambala  in  1908. 

At  the  Kikuyu  Conference  held  last  year  the 
following  resolution  was  heartily  and  unanimously 
adopted :  "  That  this  United  Conference  of  the 
Missionary  Societies  working  in  B.E.A.  desires  to 
record  its  gratitude  to  God  for  the  great  and  unify 
ing  work  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 
throughout  the  Protectorate,  in  publishing  the  Word 
of  God  in  the  many  different  languages  of  the  tribes, 
and  in  preparing  and  co-ordinating  the  translations  ; 
and  recommends  that  all  native  congregations  be 
given  regular  opportunities  of  contributing  to  the 
funds  of  the  Society." 

In  West  Africa* 

During  the  past  year,  22,000  copies  of  the  Scrip 
tures  (including  over  20,000  complete  Bibles),  in  ten 
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different  languages,  were  sent  out  from  London  to 
West  Africa.  Among  these  were  more  than  5,000 
Ibo  Bibles,  and  nearly  12,000  Yoruba  Bibles. 

From  Southern  Nigeria  the  Rev.  R.  Banham,  of 
the  Primitive  Methodist  Mission,  wrote  in  1918 : 

"  As  soon  as  it  became  known  that  the  Ibo  Bibles  had  arrived  there 
was  great  joy  among  the  people,  and  they  are  now  nearly  all  sold.  It 
is  impossible  for  us,  as  missionaries  among  these  people,  to  express 
our  indebtedness  to  the  Bible  Society  for  providing  them  with  such  a 
good  copy,  at  so  cheap  a  price,  as  an  aid  to  our  work.  The  Bible  is 
one  of  the  few  books  which  the  people  have,  and  they  are  simply 
devouring  its  contents,  and  their  life  is  changing  accordingly." 

Writing  again  on  April  8th,  1919,  Mr.  Banham  says  : 

"  The  calls  for  Ibo  Bibles  are  exceedingly  great.  People  have  come 
very  long  distances,  only  to  find  we  had  sold  out ;  and  they  wanted 
to  deposit  their  money  to  make  sure  of  a  Bible  from  the  next  con 
signment.  This  will  give  you  an  indication  of  how  great  the  demand 
is  among  the  people  for  the  Scriptures  in  their  own  tongue.  This  part 
of  the  Ibo  country  is  opening  up  most  rapidly.  We  can  hardly  keep 
pace  with  the  demands  of  the  people  for  the  services  of  the  Mission. 
We  shall  be  very  pleased  if  you  can  supply  us  immediately  with  the 
first  thousand  Bibles  I  ordered  in  March,  and  send  a  second  thousand 
at  your  earliest  convenience.  We  are  most  thankful  for  the  bountiful 
services  of  your  Society." 

We  are  printing  a  special  large -type  edition  of 
St.  Mark  in  the  Union  Ibo  version.  The  C.M.S. 
missionaries  in  Southern  Nigeria  require  that  their 
converts  shall  be  able  to  read  this  Gospel  before  they 
are  accepted  for  baptism,  and  elderly  persons  find 
the  type  of  the  ordinary  Ibo  Testament  very  difficult 
for  their  eyesight. 

For  the  Niger  Delta  our  Society  is  now  printing 
a  version  of  St.  Mark  in  Igabo  (Isoko),  made  by  the 
Rev.  J.  D.  Aitken,  of  the  C.M.S.,  for  a  tribe  living  in 
part  of  the  Warri  Province  of  Southern  Nigeria. 
Their  language  has  just  been  reduced  to  written 
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form.  Writing  in  March,  1919,  Mr.  Aitken  says :  "  We 
number  our  people  by  asking  each  one  to  bring  a 
palm-kernel  to  church  and  to  deposit  it  in  a  bag  at 
the  door.  The  last  census  taken  in  this  manner  gave 
us  in  round  numbers  12,500  attending  church  regu 
larly.  I  have  asked  the  C.M.S.  to  request  the  B.F.B.S. 
to  print  2,000  copies  of  St.  Mark  in  the  Igabo  (Isoko) 
version.  It  was  not  thought  wise  during  war-time 
to  ask  for  more.  But  these  2,000  copies  will  be  gone 
in  a  week  at  the  outside,  and  the  converts  in  the 
more  distant  towns  have  asked  me  to  allot  only  a 
certain  number  of  copies  to  each  town.  Fancy, 
rationing  the  Word  of  God ! "  In  a  later  letter, 
dated  June  20th,  Mr.  Aitken  writes  :  "  Thank  you  for 
the  good  news  that  the  Bible  Society  will  send  us 
5,000  copies  of  St.  Mark  instead  of  2,000  ;  this  will 
be  an  ample  supply  for  all  our  churches." 

Writing  from  Northern  Nigeria,  the  Rev.  H.  J. 
Cooper  of  the  Sudan  United  Mission  station  at 
Langtang,  Muri  Province,  expresses  the  gratitude 
of  the  Yergum  people  for  St.  Mark's  Gospel  which 
the  Society  has  published  in  their  tongue — the  first 
portion  of  God's  Word  to  be  printed  in  Yergum. 
Only  a  few  of  these  people  can  read  as  yet,  but 
practically  all  who  can  read  have  purchased  a  copy. 
They  have  also  voted  £1  from  their  Church  funds 
to  help  to  defray  the  cost  of  printing  this  Gospel. 

There  seems  to  be  no  end  to  the  languages  in  West 
Africa.  During  1918  St.  Matthew's  Gospel  in  Kono 
has  been  published,  whilst  during  the  first  month  of 
1919  St.  Luke's  Gospel  in  Kroo,  translated  by  the 
Rev.  J.  Sabo,  a  Kroo  by  birth,  has  been  received  at 
the  Bible  House  and  will  shortly  be  published.  This 
Kroo  Gospel  is  very  welcome,  as  there  is  a  great 
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cry  all  over  the  Coast  for  the  Scriptures  in  this 
tongue.  The  Kroo  "boys,"  as  they  are  commonly 
called,  are  the  sailors  of  the  Coast.  Just  as  soon 
as  an  outward-bound  ship  arrives  at  Sierra  Leone 
a  gang  of  these  "  boys "  is  taken  on  board  to 
work  the  cargo  at  the  different  ports  and  is  dis 
charged  when  the  ship  returns  to  Sierra  Leone. 
In  this  way  the  Kroos  have  become  distributed  all 
along  the  Coast,  and  colonies  of  them  are  to  be 
found  at  every  port. 

In  Belgian  Congo  the  American  Presbyterian 
Mission  has  established  a  number  of  strong  and 
successful  stations,  and  their  work  among  the  Baluba, 
Lulua,  and  other  tribes  presents  wonderful  oppor 
tunities,  which  the  missionaries  in  the  field  find 
themselves  quite  unable  to  meet.  Great  sections 
of  these  negroes,  hitherto  opposed  to  Christian 
teaching,  are  now  turning  to  the  Gospel.  The 
Rev.  T.  C.  Vinson,  of  Luebo,  writes : 

"We  are  overwhelmed  by  requests  for  teachers.  Our  new  station 
at  Bibangu  is  calling  for  forty  teachers  at  once.  The  haughty  and 
hitherto  unresponsive  Bakuba  have  now  thrown  open  their  doors 
to  us,  and  we  could  place  two  hundred  teachers  there  if  we  had 
tfaem.  During  the  last  five  months  a  great  epidemic  of  dysentery 
and  influenza  has  been  sweeping  over  the  country,  and  our  efforts 
in  assisting  the  people  to  combat  these  two  diseases  seem  to  have 
been  the  deciding  factor  in  breaking  down  their  long-standing 
prejudices.  The  king  himself,  who  had  been  an  open  opponent  of 
Christianity  throughout  his  reign,  made  a  profession  of  faith  on  his 
death-bed,  and  issued  a  decree  opening  his  entire  kingdom  to  our 
mission." 

In  response  to  urgent  requests  from  the  mission 
authorities  our  Society  has  undertaken  to  publish 
an  edition  of  10,000  copies  of  the  four  Gospels  and 
Acts  'in  Luba-Lulua,  translated  by  the  late  Dr.  W.  M. 
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Morrison  of  the  same  mission.     The  New  Testament 
will  shortly  be  completed  in  this  tongue. 

From  Portuguese  West  Africa  we  have  received 
£7  9s.  6d.,  sent  by  Mr.  Ernest  Judson  at  Kapango, 
the  mission  where  he  is  stationed.  He  writes : 
"This  is  a  united  gift  from  the  natives  here — a 
thank-offering  for  the  last  harvest.  More  than  one 
hundred  tins  of  corn  were  given  by  them.  It  moved 
our  hearts  to  see  them  come  in,  day  after  day, 
carrying  their  gifts.  Some  came  more  than  eighteen 
miles  with  60  Ibs.  of  corn.  I  feel  sure  they  will 
reap  a  larger  harvest  next  year  as  well  as  being 
richer  in  soul."  The  language  spoken  by  these 
people  is  known  as  Mbundu  of  Benguella,  which  is 
current  in  the  south  of  Angola  from  Benguella  to 
Bihe.  Their  version  of  the  Scriptures  has  been 
made  by  missionaries  of  the  A.B.C.F.M.,  for  whom 
our  Society  has  recently  undertaken  to  publish  the 
complete  New  Testament  in  this  tongue. 

In  Madagascar* 

Early  in  1919,  Bishop  King,  late  of  Madagascar, 
the  newly-appointed  Secretary  of  the  S.P.G.,  wrote : 
"  I  have  worked  long  enough  abroad  to  know  the 
value  of  our  vernacular  Bibles  and  New  Testaments. 
I  do  not  know  what  a  Mission  would  do,  if  your 
Society  did  not  help  it.  It  is  an  enormous  gain  to 
Christianity  in  any  country  that  the  best  printed 
book  should  bo  that  which  contains  God's  Holy 
Word." 

In  India. 

Of  missionary  magazines  published  in  India,  none 
is  more  vivid  and  illuminating  than  The  Epiphany, 
which  is  edited  by  members  of  the  Oxford  Mission 
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and  appears  weekly  at  Calcutta.  Among  the 
letters  from  non-Christian  Indians,  which  it  prints 
in  each  number,  there  was  recently  a  complaint 
from  a  correspondent  at  Allahabad,  who  argued 
that  the  public  sale  of  the  Christian  Scriptures  in 
the  vernacular  is  wrong  because  some  purchasers 
may  treat  the  book  with  irreverence.  In  a  vigorous 
rejoinder  the  editor  of  The  Epiphany  writes  : 

"  We  reply  that  the  risk  is  abundantly  worth  while,  and  among 
others  for  these  two  reasons.  (1)  Truth  is  the  inalienable  right  of  all 
men,  and  we  have  to  run  risks  in  imparting  it.  (2)  The  risk  in  this 
case  is  negligible.  Written  material  is  not  to  be  treated  as  Hindus 
treat  idols.  The  Truth  is  not  in  the  material,  but  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
God  uses  the  material  to  teach  the  Truth :  He  does  not  actually  and 
locally  dwell  in  it.  ...  People  who  are  reverent  will  naturally  treat 
with  reverence  even  the  outward  form  the  Spirit  uses ;  but  to  say 
that  the  fear  that  some  will  not  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  not  selling 
Bibles  is  to  say  good-bye  to  reason  and  common  sense,  not  to  say 
religion." 

We  have  space  to  cite  only  one  Indian  letter, 
written  from  camp  in  Mysore,  by  the  Rev.  A. 
Brockbank,  of  the  W.M.M.S. 

41  Our  tents  are  pitched  near  a  village,  the  history  of  which  has 
been  greatly  influenced  by  a  copy  of  St.  Luke's  Gospel.  Many  years 
ago  a  serious-minded  ryot  who  lived  in  this  village,  heard  the 
preaching  of  a  missionary,  and  then  bought  a  copy  of  St.  Luke  in 
Kanarese.  After  reading  and  re-reading  that  and  other  Gospels,  and 
after  much  thought,  he  became  a  devout  Christian.  The  seed  of  the 
Word  has  brought  forth  much  fruit.  In  this  village  there  is  now  a 
small  company  of  Christians.  A  church  stands  near  the  village  gate, 
with  an  evangelist's  house  just  opposite,  and  a  mission  school  with 
fifty  names  on  its  roll,  where  you  find  copies  of  the  Gospels  issued  by 
the  Bible  Society  in  the  hands  of  the  scholars.  Besides  all  this  no 
fewer  than  six  evangelists,  one  minister,  and  three  Christian  school 
teachers  have  gone  from  this  village  to  serve  Him  who  is  Himself 
the  Word.  Thus  the  witness  for  His  truth  is  being  borne  to  many 
parts  of  Mysore  State  from  this  place  which  first  learned  the  truth 
from  St.  Luke's  witness." 
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In  his  visitation  address  at  Hertford  on  June  17th, 
1919,  the  Bishop  of  St.  Albans  referred  to  his 
impending  resignation,  which  is  to  take  place  at 
the  beginning  of  December.  He  gave  some  personal 
experiences  of  great  interest.  He  said  that  he 
thought  he  had  learnt  more  from  going  to  India  in 
1872  than  in  any  other  way.  For  nearly  four  years 
he  travelled  over  two-thirds  of  India.  No  man  could 
have  such  an  experience  without  his  outlook  being 
widened  and  his  mind  expanded.  Among  other 
things  he  learned  the  value  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  he  also  learned  that,  if 
we  had  not  been  able  to  agree  with  other  bodies  in 
translating  the  Bible,  we  should  have  put  the  great 
est  hindrance  to  the  future  union  of  Christendom 
that  could  possibly  be  imagined.  So  he  became 
a  convinced  believer  in  the  Bible  Society,  as  nearly 
every  one  did  who  had  really  known  the  facts. 

Speaking  in  Australia  in  August,  1918,  the  Bishop 
of  Gippsland  said:  "As  a  missionary  in  India,  I 
formed  the  opinion  that  there  are  two  words  better 
known  in  that  great  country  than  any  other  two 
words.  Those  two  words  are  'Jesus  Christ.'  But 
the  next  two  words  which  in  my  opinion  are  best 
known  are  '  Bible  Society.'  They  have  become 
vernacular  words  in  every  vernacular  in  India,  and 
in  all  the  great  cities  the  natives  are  keen  to  go  and 
see  the  Bible  Society,  because  they  realize  what  a 
wonderful  friendship  it  brings  to  them  from  the 
peoples  on  the  other  side  of  the  earth." 

In  this  connexion  we  may  quote  the  first  clause 
of  an  official  memorandum  which  has  received  the 
general  approval  of  the  Indian  Government,  and  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India:  "Appreciating  to 
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the  full  the  value  of  the  work  done  in  the  past  by 
the  missionary  and  other  philanthropic  agencies  and 
organizations,  His  Majesty's  Government  and  the 
Government  of  India  cordially  welcome  their  co 
operation  in  the  future  in  furthering  the  moral  and 
material  well-being  of  the  peoples  of  India." 

In  China* 

The  year  1918  in  China  has  seen  the  nobler 
elements  in  that  vast  country  struggling  against 
a  chaos  of  partizan  strife,  and  all  the  disorders  and 
miseries  which  attend  corrupt  and  incompetent 
government.  In  at  least  seven  of  the  provinces 
civil  war  has  been  going  on.  Large  bodies  of  armed 
men — soldiers  under  leaders  recognized  by  one  govern 
ment  or  the  other,  or  "  armies "  of  independent 
generals  and  military  governors,  or  mere  brigands 
who  had  taken  matters  into  their  own  hands — have 
marched  to  arid  fro,  or  have  occupied  particular 
districts.  The  result  has  been  practically  the  same — 
sacked  towns  and  cities,  destroyed  villages,  an 
impoverished  and  ill-treated  people.  From  many 
parts  of  the  country  comes  the  same  story  of  lawless 
ness  and  suffering.  It  is  all  the  more  remarkable 
that  the  Bible  Society  can  announce  another  record 
circulation  of  the  Scriptures  in  China.  During  the 
past  year  more  than  three  million  volumes  were  put 
into  the  hands  of  that  immense  population. 

The  Society's  catalogue  of  editions  for  China  now  includes  trans 
lations  into  Wenli  (two  versions),  Easy  Wenli,  Mandarin  (two 
versions),  and  the  following  Chinese  vernaculars  :  Ningpo,  Taichow, 
Wenchow,  Kienning,  Kienyang,  Foochow,  Amoy,  Swatow,  Canton, 
Hakka  (two  versions),  Hainan,  Tibetan,  Mongolian,  Manchu, 
Kalmuk,  Eastern  (or  Altai)  form  of  Kirghiz  Turkish,  Arabic  and 
Chinese  (diglot),  Chungchia,  Hwa  Miao,  Laka,  Lisu,  and  Kopu. 
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The  last  five  languages  mentioned  are  those  of  non-Chinese  tribes 
in  the  provinces  of  Yunnan  and  Kweichow. 

Christian  missionaries  in  China  speak  with  no 
uncertain  voice  of  their  debt  to  the  Bible  Society. 
We  have  space  for  only  one  personal  testimony, 
which  comes  from  a  Swedish  missionary  in  the 
province  of  Hupeh  : — "  It  would  be  a  very  sad  thing 
indeed  to  be  a  missionary  in  China  if  we  had  not 
these  printed  Gospels  with  us.  In  many  an  instance 
it  is  only  this  Book  that  opens  men's  hearts.  Some 
men  are  too  high  for  us  to  reach,  while  others  are, 
if  one  may  say  it,  too  low.  There  are  huts  and  there 
are  palaces  that  we  can  never  reach,  but  these  small 
Gospel  books  get  into  all  places." 

The  Canadian  Methodist  Mission  in  China  at  its 
annual  meetings  in  February,  1919,  adopted  the 
following  resolution  : 

"  Inasmuch  as  the  work  of  our  Mission  in  all  its  departments, 
evangelistic,  medical  and  educational,  is  dependent  to  a  large 
measure  upon  the  Bibles  and  portions  supplied  by  the  Bible 
Societies,  therefore  be  it  resolved  to  place  on  record  our  deep 
appreciation  of  the  great  obligation  we  are  under  to  the  Bible 
Societies  ...  at  the  same  time  expressing  the  hope  that  we  may 
soon  expect  an  enlargement  of  their  services  which  are  absolutely 
indispensable  to  win  the  unevangelized  masses." 

Word  comes  from  Shanghai  that  our  issues  in 
China  for  the  single  month  of  May,  1919,  surpassed  all 
previous  records,  and  exceeded  568,000  books.  During 
that  month  tenders  were  also  accepted  at  Shanghai 
for  printing  new  editions  amounting  to  over  700,000 
volumes. 

In  the  South  Seas. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Bishop  of  Melanesia 
acknowledges  a  grant  of  Testaments  for  Norfolk 
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Island.  "Be  good  enough  to  convey  the  thanks  of 
the  Melanesian  Mission  to  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society,  South  Australian  Auxiliary,  for  the 
grant  of  New  Testaments  received  last  steamer.  I 
have  been  able,  in  consequence  of  this  grant,  to  make 
the  first  gift  of  an  English  New  Testament  to  the 
Melanesian  boys  here." 

For  the  Christian  tribes  of  North- West  Santo,  New 
Hebrides,  the  Rev.  J.  Noble  Mackenzie,  who  was 
one  of  the  pioneer  missionaries  in  that  island,  has 
recently  revised  his  version  of  St.  Mark,  St.  Luke, 
St.  John,  and  the  Acts,  and  has  translated  the 
Epistles  into  Nogugu.  Some  of  these  books  have 
been  printed  by  the  B.F.B.S.  at  Melbourne,  and  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  New  South  Wales  has 
guaranteed  the  cost  of  publication.  Mr.  Mackenzie 
describes  how  the  Nogugu-speaking  Christians  were 
encouraged  by  the  missionaries  to  manufacture 
arrowroot,  from  the  sale  of  which  they  have  for 
the  past  seventeen  years  defrayed  all  expenses  of 
religious  work  in  North- West  Santo,  except  so  far 
as  the  salary  of  a  foreign  missionary  was  concerned 
— when  they  had  one.  Up  to  the  present  time  they 
have  refunded  to  the  Bible  Society  the  whole  cost 
of  printing  and  binding  all  the  editions  of  the 
Scriptures  translated  into  their  language,  though 
the  Society  has  never  asked  that  this  should  be 
done. 

At  the  General  Conference  of  the  Australasian 
Methodist  Church,  held  at  Melbourne  in  1918, 
the  following  resolution  was  carried  with  great 
enthusiasm  : 

"  That  the  Conference  records  its  appreciation  of  the  great  work 
of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  tenders  its  thanks 
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to  that  Society  for  the  special  help  which  it  has  rendered  to  our 
island  mission  districts  during  the  last  four  years  in  connexion 
with  the  translation  of  the  Scriptures." 

Sir  Basil  Thomson,  who  has  had  an  unusually 
wide  experience  of  remote  peoples,  has  just  pub 
lished  a  most  suggestive  paper  on  Problems  of  the 
Pacific,  which  deals  with  the  so-called  unpro- 
gressive  races.  He  says  bluntly:  "I  am  beginning 
to  doubt  whether  any  uncivilized  race  is  really 
inferior  in  capacity  to  Europeans."  He  points  to 
the  effect  of  education  on  Maoris  and  Tongans, 
Fijians  and  New  Guinea  children,  and  even  on 
Andaman  Islanders  and  Masai.  But  he  qualifies 
his  assertion  by  adding  that,  though  all  races  are 
tractable,  "  it  is  character  rather  than  intellect  that 
achieves  things  in  this  world,  and  it  takes  many 
generations  of  habit  and  example  to  build  up 
character."  On  which  the  Spectator  comments : 
"  Who  shall  say  that  any  race  is  incapable  of  the 
effort?  Cicero  warned  Atticus  against  employing 
British  slaves  because  they  were  stupid ;  yet  a 
Welshman  now  governs  Great  Britain  and  helps  to 
rule  the  world." 

For  the  -Ctee  Indians  in  Canada* 

To  the  Bishop  of  Moosonee,  300  New  Testaments 
in  the  Moose  dialect  of  Cree  were  sent  out  last 
year  for  mission  stations  on  James  Bay.  The 
Bishop  writes  : 

"The  cases  of  Cree  Testaments  reached  Montreal  in  tin>e  for 
shipment  by  the  Hudson  Bay  Company's  steamer.  I  travelled  by 
the  same  vessel,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  that  the  books 
were  being  carried  to  their  respective  destinations.  I  must  thank 
you  for  so  promptly  and  cheerfully  getting  the  books  ready  and 
despatching  them  in  good  time.  It  means  so  much  for  our  Indians 
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to  have  the  use  of  the  books,  without  waiting  for  another  year. 
I  saw  how  important  it  was  for  them  to  have  the  Gospels  and 
Acts,  the  New  Testaments,  and  the  books  of  Psalms,  so  kindly 
printed  by  your  Society.  In  their  case  it  is  certainly  true  that 
the  Word  of  God  is  the  sword  of  the  Spirit.  The  revival  there  is 
mostly  due  to  the  reading  of  the  Word." 

We  will  conclude  this  section  with  words  from 
the  memorable  sermon  preached  for  our  Society 
last  May  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  by  the  Bishop  of 
Peterborough  : 

"I  call  you  to  a  great  enterprise,  to  a  propaganda 
on  which,  it  may  well  be,  the  future  of  the  world 
depends.  No  League  of  Nations  can  last  which  is 
not  ultimately  based  upon  the  ideals  of  the  Bible. 
No  new  world  can  arise  unless  it  is  built  on  this 
foundation.  And  here  at  home,  if  Britain's  life  is 
to  be  purified  and  cleansed  from  its  defilements,  it 
must  be  by  the  pure  and  wholesome  medicine  of  the 
doctrine  enshrined  in  the  Book. 

"  We  stand  at  a  turning-point  in  history ;  one  of 
those  rare  and  solemn  moments  which  only  a  few 
generations  are  allowed  to  see.  Democracy  is  coming 
to  its  own.  Ancient  kingships  are  passing  away. 
The  stage  is  set  for  the  coronation  of  the  people. 
Our  high  responsibility  is  to  see  that  at  that 
coronation  there  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  Democracy 
the  Book  that  is  offered  to  every  British  sovereign 
on  his  coronation  day.  For  the  people  as  for  the 
king,  '  this  is  the  most  valuable  thing  that  this 
world  affords.'" 
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"  To  my  mind  the  colporteurs,  the  agents  of  the  Bible 
Society,  tramping  through  countrysides  or  travelling  by 
every  sort  of  conveyance,  in  every  sort  of  land,  carrying 
with  them  little  cargoes  of  books  containing  the  Word  of 
God,  and  spreading  them,  seem  like  the  shuttles  in  a  great 
loom  that  is  weaving  the  spirits  of  men  together." 

PRESIDENT  WOODROW  WILSON. 

ONE  effect  of  the  war  has  been  to  focus  attention  on 
various  methods  and  devices  for  spreading  informa 
tion  and  for  popularizing  ideas.  Governments  have 
set  up  special  departments  directed  by  persons  who 
are  supposed  to  be  experts  in  this  particular  art,  and 
newspapers  continually  insist  upon  the  vital  import 
ance  of  propaganda  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  Revolution  in  Russia  could  not  have  come 
about,  unless  the  way  for  that  astounding  event  had 
been  prepared  by  industrious  literary  propaganda. 
During  the  'eighties  and  'nineties  of  the  last  century, 
Tolstoy  was  devoting  his  best  powers  to  the  produc 
tion  of  short  stories,  plays,  and  pamphlets  specially 
written  for  common  people.  To  use  his  own  words, 
he  aimed  at  producing  a  philosophy  "  plain  to  every 
cabman."  A  special  publishing  business  was  esta 
blished  to  disseminate  those  writings  among  the 
Russian  masses.  Sytin's  bookselling  organization, 
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which  had  the  largest  peasant  circulation  in  Russia, 
took  the  booklets  in  hand,  and  sold  millions  of  copies 
of  Tolstoy's  propagandist  stories  at  prices  from  a 
farthing  upwards.  Tolstoy  relied  on  no  party  or 
sect,  but  on  the  power  of  his  printed  words ;  and  he 
stirred  up  thoughts  and  feelings  which  have  changed 
the  face  of  Russia,  and  are  now  working  like  yeast 
for  better  or  for  worse  in  other  nations. 

For  the  propagation  of  ideas  among  common  men, 
there  is  no  more  effective  method  than  this.  For 
ideas  are  like  microbes ;  scattered  broadcast  and 
fermenting  everywhere,  they  become  potent  for  good 
as  well  as  for  evil.  And  the  antidote  to  false  and 
poisonous  doctrines  is  always  to  spread  abroad  the 
truth.  The  Bible  Society  has  long  understood  and 
organized  this  method  of  Christian  propaganda.  No 
book  exerts  such  power  as  the  New  Testament.  Men 
are  still  conquered  and  converted  when  they  are  brought 
face  to  face  with  Jesus  Christ  Himself,  and  in  the 
Gospel  page  they  can  meet  Him,  in  a  sense  in  which 
they  meet  Him  nowhere  else.  Not  only  in  Europe, 
but  among  the  teeming  populations  of  Eastern  lands 
like  India  and  China  hundreds  of  colporteurs  go  to 
and  fro,  selling  vernacular  Gospels  for  a  farthing 
a  copy.  We  shall  best  realize  the  effect  of  this 
immense  propaganda  when  we  fix  our  attention  on 
a  few  scenes  from  the  experiences  of  these  humble, 
faithful  men. 

Illiterate  Multitudes. 

If  "  commerce  follows  the  flag,"  it  is  quite  as  true 
to  say  that  the  circulation  of  literature  follows  the 
schoolmaster.  When  on  tour  recently  on  the  fron 
tiers  of  Nepal  our  Calcutta  secretary  saw,  what  is 
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doubtless  very  common  in  remote  districts,  a  Hindu 
village  schoolmaster  eagerly  purchasing  copies  of  the 
Gospels  in  Hindi  to  be  used  as  reading  books.  Both 
teacher  and  pupils  were  evidently  glad  to  obtain  such 
good  value  for  their  money.  In  many  lands,  how 
ever,  the  village  schoolmaster  remains  a  rarity.  In 
India  itself  vast  masses  have  been  left  without  the 
elements  of  education.  In  any  ordinary  village — and 
in  India  95  per  cent,  of  the  people  live  in  villages 
— there  are  few  who  can  even  laboriously  spell  their 
way  through  a  book.  To  the  great  majority  printed 
matter  conveys  no  meaning  and  appears,  as  a  Bihar 
ryot  described  it  the  other  day,  "like  the  crawling  of 
ants  on  a  white  sheet." 

Yet  if  we  had  gone  among  the  villages  of  Madras 
last  year,  and  watched  the  people  as  they  road, 
for  example,  the  Madras  Government's  War  News, 
edited  by  the  Rev.  A.  C.  Clayton,  of  the  W.M.M.S., 
and  issued  broadcast  in  the  four  principal  languages 
of  the  Presidency,  what  should  we  have  seen? 
There,  eagerly  surrounding  one  man  who  could 
read,  would  be  a  crowd  of  ten,  twenty,  fifty  who 
could  not  read,  eagerly  listening  to  him.  It  is  a 
picture  of  how,  in  this  way,  great  multitudes,  far 
outnumbering  those  nominally  literate,  can  benefit 
by  printed  literature. 

The  Agents  of  the  Propaganda* 

The  Bible  Society  pursues  its  characteristic  propa 
ganda  by  employing  or  subsidizing  Christian  col 
porteurs.  More  than  half  our  circulation  in  1918 
was  effected  directly  through  these  devoted  agents, 
who  are  found  in  nearly  all  countries,  carrying  their 
cheap  little  books  from  village  to  village  and  from 

40 


THE  PROPAGANDA  THAT  PROSPERS 

door  to  door.  Over  wide  areas  in  Europe  their 
activity  was  necessarily  crippled  or  suspended  by 
the  war.  Yet  notwithstanding  this,  the  Society  has 
maintained  battalions  of  these  wandering  Bible- 
sellers,  and  on  an  average  more  than  a  thousand 
were  at  work  last  year  continuously,  every  week 
from  January  to  December.  They  serve  the  mis 
sionary  as  his  aides-de-camp  and  scouts  and  pioneers. 
They  enter  many  a  field  which  no  missionary  pene 
trates  and  surmount  many  a  barrier  which  no 
foreigner  could  pass.  For  as  a  rule  they  are  natives 
of  the  country  where  they  labour ;  they  are  at  home, 
as  no  outsider  could  ever  be,  in  its  customs  and 
dialects  and  ways  of  life.  They  belong  to  many 
different  communions,  but  they  are  all  earnest  Chris 
tian  men,  able  from  their  own  experience  to  com 
mend  the  Book  they  carry  ;  and  the  hardships  and 
perils  and  persecutions  which  they  encounter  furnish 
fresh  chapters  in  the  history  of  Christian  heroism. 

In  Burma  we  have  a  colporteur  who  was  formerly 
a  Buddhist  monk  and  had  worn  the  saffron  robe 
for  twenty-five  years  before  his  conversion.  The 
colporteur  who  sold  nearly  5,000  copies  of  the  Scrip 
tures  last  year  in  the  wilds  of  Bolivia  is  practically 
a  stolid  Quichua  Indian,  who  stands  to-day  as  a 
witness  of  what  the  Gospel  can  do  for  his  race.  In 
Peru  another  sturdy  mountaineer,  with  more  Indian 
blood  than  Spanish  in  his  veins,  is  our  most  efficient 
Bible-seller  in  that  republic.  In  the  cities  of  China 
the  colporteur  goes  from  tea-shop  to  tea-shop 
offering  and  explaining  his  books ;  and  in  busy 
market  towns  uses  his  flat- topped  wheelbarrow  as 
a  street-stall,  on  which  he  spreads  out  and  sells 
Chinese  Gospels  and  Testaments.  Last  year  in  South 
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America  one  colporteur  ascended  the  swift  Orinoco 
in  a  dug-out  canoe,  and  in  a  flooded  region  paddled 
far  into  the  depths  of  the  forest ;  others  were  busy 
on  the  mosquito-infested  banks  of  the  Magdalena, 
while  others,  again,  penetrated  to  the  bleak  high 
lands  of  Ecuador.  A  Bible-seller  journeyed  on  mule- 
back  among  the  villages  of  Morocco,  and  another 
colporteur  took  camels  to  travel  with  the  Scriptures 
in  the  Sudan.  Amid  the  bitterest  cold  of  the  winter, 
our  Korean  colporteurs  went  on  their  rounds 
"muffled  up  as  warmly  as  they  could  be,  but  their 
beards  were  covered  with  icicles."  In  the  torrid 
Malay  Peninsula,  Gospels  were  carried  to  coolies  in 
the  tin  mines  and  the  rubber  plantations,  and  were 
sold  in  the  streets  and  opium  dens  of  Kuala  Lumpur. 
Besides  the  hardships  which  all  travellers  must 
endure,  our  Bible-sellers  must  sometimes  face  special 
perils.  One  Indian  colporteur  who  was  at  work  last 
year  along  the  "foothills"  of  the  Himalayas  with 
agents  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  wrote  :  "  We  are 
living  among  the  wild  elephants  and  tigers.  Every 
night  we  hear  the  barking  of  deer  and  the  roar  of 
tigers  in  the  deep  forest."  In  Persia  the  Society's 
veteran  servant,  Benjamin  Badal,  now  seventy-five 
years  of  age,  fell  into  the  hands  of  robbers  and 
was  severely  wounded,  in  addition  to  losing  all  he 
possessed. 

Footpads  and  the  Gospel* 

A  colporteur  in  Sicily  was  returning  home  from 
the  country  one  evening  late  when  he  was  stopped 
by  four  men  who  demanded  his  money.  "  Take  all 
I  have,"  he  said,  "and  I  will  give  you  a  present 
besides."  They  rifled  his  pockets  of  the  proceeds  of 
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his  day's  sales.  He  then  buttonholed  them,  showed 
them  his  books,  explained  their  contents,  and  gave 
them  each  a  Gospel.  Finally  they  shook  hands  with 
him,  these  gentle  rascals,  and  said  in  apology: 
H  bisogno  ci  ha  costretto  a  far  cib — "  It  is  need  that 
has  constrained  us  to  do  this."  Then  they  went  off 
with  their  booty,  and  the  Gospels. 

A  Heroic  Syrian* 

As  soon  as  Turkey  entered  the  war,  martial  law 
with  rigid  censorship  made  it  impossible  for  us  to 
communicate  any  longer  with  our  staff  in  Syria. 
The  three  workers  at  the  Society's  Beirut  depot  were 
Turkish  subjects,  and  they  decided  to  remain  at  their 
posts  and  to  carry  on  as  far  as  possible.  The  name 
of  the  depot-keeper  replaced  that  of  the  Society  over 
the  window,  with  the  addition  of  the  words :  "  Depot 
of  Holy  Books."  During  the  four  years  ending 
November,  1918,  this  depot  was  kept  open,  and  6,841 
volumes  were  sold  in  26  languages. 

Immediately  after  the  British  advance,  our 
secretary,  Mr.  C.  T.  Hooper,  made  the  voyage  in 
a  trawler  from  Egypt  to  Beirut  early  in  November, 
1918,  carrying  relief  to  these  men  and  their  families. 
The  following  paragraphs  occur  in  his  report: 

"  It  is  commonly  stated  that  exile,  famine,  and  disease  have  taken 
away  nearly  half  the  population  from  Beirut,  and  from  the  villages 
of  the  Lebanon.  Children  and  old  people  were  dying  in  the  streets. 
Here,  one  poor  woman  sells  her  sewing-machine  for  three  handfuls  of 
corn ;  another  sells  her  own  daughter  for  bread,  and  the  Turks  sell 
many  Armenian  girls  at  2s.  each.  The  struggle  for  existence 
becomes  so  hard  that  people  feed  on  the  dead  bodies  of  animals. 

"  Mr.  Vartan  Atchinak,  who  had  the  charge  of  our  work  in  Syria, 
was  twice  imprisoned  and  twice  his  house  was  searched  for 
incriminating  documents.  Again,  he  was  dragged  to  a  Turkish 
court-martialj  with  several  who  were  condemned  to  be  hanged. 
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"  Colporteur  Anis,  a  fearless  Lebanese  Christian,  continued  as  long 
as  possible  to  carry  on  active  colportage  in  the  villages  of  the 
Lebanon.  Arrested  by  the  Turkish  police,  he  was  taken  away  to  do 
military  service.  With  hard  work  and  scanty  fare  he  was  soon  in 
hospital.  Eventually  he  was  released,  but  in  a  very  weak  condition 
and  unable  to  work.  The  scanty  food  given  to  him  in  Beirut  he  gave 
to  some  orphan  children  he  had  picked  up  in  the  streets.  According 
to  the  testimony  of  a  missionary  doctor,  Colporteur  Anis  died  of 
starvation.  When,  at  last,  milk  was  taken  to  him  in  his  weakness, 
he  said,  '  Give  it  first  to  these  poor  children,  for  I  have  no  heart  to 
drink  it  alone.'  One  man  testified  :  '  He  was  the  only  true  Christian 
that  I  know  of,  for  he  gave  away  all  his  money  and  died  hungry.'  " 

In  Burma* 

Consider  this  picture  of  the  results  of  our  colpor 
tage  in  Burma  last  year.  The  fifteen  colporteurs 
who  were  directly  employed  by  the  Bible  Society 
sold  60,000  books,  while  the  missionaries  of  the 
S.P.G.  and  of  the  W.M.M.S.  who  receive  grants 
in  aid  of  colportage  were  responsible  for  the  sale 
of  34,000  copies.  In  1918  our  own  fifteen  colporteurs 
travelled  13,000  miles,  and  called  at  nearly  100,000 
houses  in  over  3,600  villages.  They  have  visited  the 
wolfram  mines  in  Tavoy,  the  lead  mines  of  the 
Northern  Shan  States,  the  ruby  mines  of  Mogok, 
the  pearl  fisheries  of  Mergui,  and  the  out-post  stations 
on  the  frontiers  of  China  and  Siam.  By  ferry  and 
sampan  and  crazy  "  dugout,"  by  bullock-cart  and 
pack-pony,  most  frequently  of  all  on  foot,  they  have 
carried  the  Scriptures  throughout  practically  every 
district  and  township  of  Upper  and  Lower  Burma. 
In  the  market-places  of  the  big  towns  and  villages 
of  the  Irrawaddy  Delta,  in  the  bazaars  of  the  Shan 
States,  and  wherever  else  men  assemble  and  meet 
together ;  at  the  great  demon-festivals  where  public 
gambling  runs  riot  and  opportunity  is  offered  for 
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orgies  of  licentiousness ;  at  the  feasts  of  the  central 
shrines  of  Buddha — shrines  so  sacred  that,  as  the 
notice-boards  state  in  the  quaint  hybrid  English 
of  the  Anglo- vernacular  schools,  "  foot- wearing  is 
strictly  prohibited " — these  bearers  of  the  "  White 
Book,"  as  it  is  commonly  called  in  Lower  Burma, 
have  taken  their  stand.  It  is  by  no  means  uncommon 
to  find  in  the  colporteur's  diary  a  note  that  every 
book  he  had  with  him  was  sold. 

The  ubiquitous  nature  of  this  service  is  illustrated 
by  a  report  on  colportage  in  the  Lower  Chindwin 
district  of  Upper  Burma.  In  a  village  called  Zedaw 
a  man  said  to  the  colporteur :  "  I've  been  on  a  visit 
to  Rangoon — they  were  selling  the  Scriptures  there. 
I  went  into  Mandalay  on  my  way  back  home — they 
were  selling  the  Scriptures  there.  I've  seen  you 
selling  them  in  Monywa  town,  and  now  you've  come 
out  to  Zedaw.  These  Scriptures  of  yours  will  soon 
be  everywhere."  This  was  not  meant  for  praise,  for 
the  speaker  was  very  angry  and  spat  on  the  ground 
as  he  went  away. 

The  Rev.  M.  H.  Russel  writes  from  the  W.M.M.S. 
mission  at  Monywa  praising  the  courage,  patience, 
enthusiasm  and  tact  of  Colporteur  Maung  Po  Thwai : 

"At  Lezin  and  Powundaung  the  sales  at  the  Buddhist  festivals 
were  excellent.  Several  of  us  went  with  the  colporteur  and  saw  the 
work  he  did.  At  Powundaung,  which  is  famous  for  its  cave-temples, 
we  had  very  fine  opportunities.  The  books  were  our  text,  and  the 
preaching  obtained  a  ready  hearing.  Thus  does  the  Bible  Society 
help  the  missionaries.  While  we  were  on  our  rounds  selling  Gospels, 
the  following  conversation  was  overheard :  '  Those  little  books  of 
theirs,'  said  one  man  to  his  friend,  '  are  in  every  nook-and-corner 
village  of  the  jungle.'  '  They  must  be  well  paid  for  it,'  was  the  reply. 
'  No,'  said  the  first  speaker,  '  it  isn't  that.  They  are  doing  it  to 
establish  their  Christianity.  And  they  are  zealous,  too.  They  have 
their  reasons;  they  know  that  though  many  to-day  do  not  accept 
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their  Book  and  faith,  yet  the  children  coming  after  will  accept  it,  and 
the  seed  sown  by  Scripture- selling  will  grow.'  " 

In  Sumatra. 

Of  our  colporteurs  working  from  Singapore  Khoo 
Chiang  Bie  visited  both  the  eastern  and  western 
coasts  of  Sumatra,  and  made  three  tours  in  Johore, 
selling  last  year  11,600  books — most  of  them  Gospels. 

In  West  Sumatra,  at  the  market  of  Pasar  Fort  de  Kock,  where 
thousands  of  people  had  assembled,  a  man  came  up  and  asked  him 
for  books,  saying  he  objected  that  while  Moslems  believed  all  the 
prophets  and  apostles  as  written  in  Scripture,  Christians  did  not 
believe  in  Muhammad  and  the  Koran,  which  is  God's.  The  col 
porteur  replied :  "  Have  you  read  the  Tourat  (Pentateuch),  Zabur 
(Psalter),  and  Injil  (Gospel)  carefully?  They  are  written  in  your 
character,  and  the  prices  are  also  cheap."  The  man  answered  :  "  If 
these  books  are  good,  why  do  you  sell  them  so  cheaply  ?  We  cannot 
get  our  Koran  so  cheap."  The  colporteur  said  :  "  These  books  are 
expensive  and  cost  much  more  than  I  receive  for  them ;  but  we 
purposely  lose  money  on  them,  so  as  to  reach  men  of  all  nations 
with  the  Word  of  God."  When  the  bystanders  heard  this,  each  of 
them  bought  a  copy  of  Genesis  and  a  Gospel. 

Across  the  Desert  of  Gobi* 

Mongolia  is  one  part  of  the  world  which  has  been 
disturbed  only  by  rumours  and  echoes  of  the  Great 
War.  This  wilderness  of  a  country  stretches  between 
the  north  of  China  and  the  south  of  Siberia,  and 
covers  an  area  more  than  six  times  the  size  of  Ger 
many.  The  Society  in  Mongolia  has  for  its  head 
quarters  the  town  of  Kalgan,  which  stands  near  the 
Great  Wall  of  China,  on  the  caravan  route  by  which 
overland  traffic  passes  from  Peking  to  Lake  Baikal. 
Our  sub-agent  for  that  region  speaks  Chinese,  Mon 
golian,  and  English,  besides  various  Asiatic  dialects. 
He  carries  the  Scriptures  across  the  plains  and 
deserts,  travelling  with  a  caravan  of  camels,  ponies, 
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carts,  tents,  and  Mongol  servants.  Early  in  the 
summer  of  1918  he  started  out  on  a  journey,  having 
for  his  goal  the  sacred  city  of  Urga,  which  lies  to  the 
north  of  the  vast  desert  of  Gobi,  and  is  a  great  resort 
of  Mongol  Buddhist  pilgrims. 

In  Japan, 

A  Japanese  colporteur  came  upon  a  farmer  and  his 
men  who  were  busy  grafting  some  mulberry  trees. 
He  said  to  them:  "Grafting  is  setting  a  good  sprout 
into  a  poor  tree.  Christianity  is  like  that.  We  have 
unclean  hearts  and  they  must  be  changed  by  God's 
holy  power,  or  we  can  never  be  mended  by  repent 
ance."  They  listened  attentively,  and  each  one  of 
them  purchased  a  New  Testament. 

At  a  house  in  Japan  where  half  a  dozen  men  were 
discussing  Buddhism  Colporteur  Fujita  joined  in  the 
conversation.  He  asked  which  they  enjoyed  more — 
the  smell  of  the  eels  then  being  cooked  in  the  room, 
or  the  eating  of  them.  They  replied  that  the  enjoy 
ment  of  eating  was  greater.  Said  he,  "  Your  talking 
is  like  the  smell  of  the  eels,  while  the  teaching  of  this 
book  I  want  to  sell  you  is  far  more  attractive. 
Listen  while  I  read."  He  chose  St.  Matthew  xi.  28- 
30 :  "  Come  unto  Me  .  .  ."  One  man  said,  "  We  must 
taste  this  new  teaching,"  and  each  of  them  bought  a 
book. 

In  the  city  of  Kagoshima  last  year  Colporteur 
Matakichi  Shinonome  met  a  young  man,  who  saluted 
him  very  politely,  and  said :  "  Last  year  I  purchased 
a  Gospel  from  a  colporteur  who  helped  me  to  under 
stand  somewhat  of  the  teaching  it  contained.  I  read 
and  studied  the  book,  and  I  gladly  tell  you  to-day 
that  as  a  result  of  buying  that  book  I  am  a  Christian 
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and  very  happy.  I  certainly  thank  God  for  the  work 
the  Bible-sellers  are  doing  in  my  country,  and  pray 
for  the  prosperity  of  the  Society  that  sends  them  to 
us.  I  hope  it  will  continue  its  perfect  work  for  the 
souls  who  live  in  darkness." 

At  Port  SaicL 

Although  the  naval  and  military  authorities  had  to 
restrict  our  harbour  colportage  last  year  among 
steamers  passing  through  this  water-gate  between 
the  East  and  the  West,  the  Society's  motor  launch 
was  occasionally  allowed  to  go  alongside  a  troop 
ship.  The  following  letter  from  a  British  chaplain 
gives  some  idea  of  one  day's  work,  when  300  books 
were  sold  to  Abyssinian  soldiers.  These  picturesque 
fighting-men  are  tall,  ebony-skinned,  and  bare-footed, 
clad  in  loose  white  cotton  garments,  with  green  sash 
and  red  fez. 

"  How  often  at  home  one  had  tried,  by  word  or  picture,  to  portray 
the  Bible  Society's  operations  in  such  a  port  as  this.  Now  one  was 
to  have  the  immense  privilege  of  seeing  it  for  oneself  from  the 
Society's  launch.  The  ship  had  on  board  a  large  number  of  Ab}^ 
sinian  soldiers,  returning  to  their  own  country.  Here  was  a  glorious 
opportunity  1  Eagerly  the  men  pressed  to  the  side  of  the  ship,  the 
less  fortunate  pushing  their  heads  between  the  arms  or  legs  of  those 
leaning  over  the  rail.  I  could  not,  of  course,  understand  a  word  that 
passed,  but  I  could  easily  see  that  the  ready  answers  of  the  colporteurs 
imparted  confidence  and  trust.  A  basket  attached  to  a  rope  served 
to  convey  the  money  down  and  the  books  up.  What  strict  scrutiny 
each  book  was  subjected  to  !  Nothing  was  forgotten — colour,  bind 
ing,  even  the  number  of  pages  being  carefully  examined.  After 
watching  for  an  hour  I  had  a  pain  in  my  neck  due  to  the  height  of 
the  ship  above  us.  What  must  the  faithful  dispensers  of  the  Word 
have  felt,  who  began  about  5  a.m.  and  continued  until  dusk  ?  Three 
hundred  Bibles,  Testaments,  and  portions  were  sold  that  day  on  this 
one  ship;  Could  we  but  trace  the  future  history  of  those  books,  what 
miracles  of  grace  may  be  wrought  by  their  prayerful  perusal  I  For 
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the  books  will  not  lie  unread;  the  purchaser  is  too  proud  of  his 
possession  for  that.  Most  of  them  will  be  carried  into  the  Abyssinian 
hinterland,  and  the  village  reader  being  summoned,  the  admiring 
villagers  will  have  read  to  them  the  Gospel  of  Life. 

"  From  the  depths  of  my  soul  I  thank  God  for  raising  up  this  noble 
institution.  I  am  profoundly  thankful  that  I  saw  something  of  its 
working.  I  am  more  than  ever  a  firm  believer  in  the  magnitude  and 
usefulness  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society." 

The  town  of  Port  Said  has  been  canvassed 
throughout  last  year  by  Colporteur  Aziz  Izzat,  from 
whose  journal  we  quote  the  following  : 

"  A  man  ran  after  me  asking  for  a  Bible,  as  he  had  forgotten  to 
travel  with  his  copy.  '  I  want  you  to  bring  me  one  to-day,  for  I  am 
in  great  need  of  it.'  '  Will  not  to-morrow  do,  as  I  have  not  the  kind 
you  want  in  my  bag  to-day  ?  '  '  No,'  said  he,  '  I  want  it  to-day.' 
So  I  left  my  bag  at  the  nearest  shop  and  hurried  to  the  Bible  House 
to  fetch  the  necessary  book.  The  man  was  very  pleased,  and  said, 
'  Since  my  conversion  I  cannot  go  to  sleep  without  reading  the  Bible, 
and  I  cannot  rise  from  bed  until  I  have  had  another  peep  in  the 
Holy  Book.' " 

On  the  Amazon, 

A  new  departure  in  colportage  is  to  be  made  under 
the  Rev.  O.  R.  Walkey,  the  Society's  secretary  for 
the  Amazon  Valley,  who  was  a  trained  engineer  and 
surveyor  before  he  took  orders  in  the  Church  of 
England.  He  visited  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Amazon  shortly  after  the  Putumayo  atrocities  were 
brought  to  light.  It  is  intended  that  he  shall  live 
on,  and  travel  by,  a  steam  launch,  built  to  suit  the 
needs  of  river  colportage  on  the  Amazon.  Mr. 
Walkey  is  now  at  Para,  supervising  the  construc 
tion  of  this  boat — the  Canopus — towards  the  cost 
of  which  special  gifts  have  been  already  received 
at  the  Bible  House.  It  is  anticipated  that  the 
Canopus  will  be  afloat  on  this  great  river  in  the 
autumn  of  1919. 
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Last  year  colportage  by  boat  also  began  on  the 
waterways  of  Lower  Egypt.  A  suitable  boat  was 
hired,  which  served  as  a  floating  house  as  well  as  a 
store  for  books,  and  long  journeys  were  made  on  the 
Nile  and  on  the  canals.  In  this  way  some  hundreds 
of  miles  of  country  far  from  the  railways  became 
easily  accessible  to  our  colporteurs,  and  about  1,000 
extra  books  were  sold. 

In  China. 

The  Society's  widest  and  most  fruitful  field  for 
colportage  is  China,  where  hundreds  of  our  Chinese 
Christian  Bible-sellers  were  working  more  or  less 
continuously  last  year.  The  vast  majority  of  them 
are  engaged  under  the  direct  supervision  of  mission 
aries,  and  their  sales  during  the  twelve  months 
reached  the  wonderful  total  of  2,950,000  volumes, 
mainly  Gospels. 

An  experienced  missionary,  writing  in  Chinas 
Millions  for  December,  1918,  gives  us  some  idea 
of  what  their  service  involves : 

"  The  life  of  a  Chinese  colporteur  in  this  district — as  in  most  others 
— is  very  hard.  He  is  away  for  two  months  at  a  stretch,  and  when  he 
comes  to  the  station,  it  is  merely  to  get  fresh  supplies  and  settle  his 
accounts.  There  is  no  home-life,  and  the  utter  absence  of  Christian 
fellowship  must  be  trying.  With  his  pack  slung  over  his  shoulder 
he  tramps  from  place  to  place,  over  mountain  ridges,  along  fertile 
valleys,  through  hostile  villages  and  apathetic  market-towns.  Here 
he  enters  a  small  school  and  sells  a  few  Gospels  ;  there  he  finds  some 
old  man  willing  to  part  with  a  copper  to  get  a  book.  It  is  humble 
work,  but  we  could  not  do  without  it ;  in  fact,  when  one  tries  to  do 
evangelistic  work  in  the  country  one  has  to  adopt  the  methods  of  the 
colporteurs  to  get  an  audience.  One  would  like  to  give  folks  at  home 
a  better  idea  of  what  colportage  means  in  China.  But  the  dreary 
inns  and  the  insanitary  hovels  where  these  men  have  to  sleep  must 
be  experienced — they  are  unspeakable.  Day  after  day  the  colporteur 
sees  no  familiar  face ;  he  has  to  cook  a  little  rice  and  vegetable  for 
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himself  by  the  way.  If  he  finds  an  inn  rather  better  than  usual,  it 
is  a  matter  for  praise  ;  if  it  happens  to  be  otherwise,  well,  it  is  only 
for  a  night.  To  use  the  inns  as  a  home,  to  have  too  heavy  a  load 
of  books  to  carry  any  bedding  as  well  or  a  few  changes  of  clothes, 
to  be  insulted  here  and  ignored  there — these  are  common  events  for 
the  colporteurs." 

From  Canton,  the  Society's  sub-agent  writes  : 

"  The  colporteurs  have  been  men  among  men,  braving  dangers  and 
sacrificing  comforts  to  bring  the  Gospel  page  to  such  as  have  it  not. 
One  man  mentions  that  during  the  three  years  he  has  been  in  col- 
portage  his  experiences  have  been  varied.  Once  he  was  arrested, 
and  bound  with  chain  and  lock  ;  twice  he  was  beaten ;  three  times  he 
was  stoned ;  twice  he  was  robbed  of  his  travelling  gear.  '  But,'  he 
adds,  '  whether  danger,  whether  peace,  be  it  as  our  Heavenly  Father 
wills;  I  will  go  about  my  work,  thanking  God  for  His  grace  and 
blessing.'  .  .  .  We  are  even  to-day  writing  additions  to  the  '  Acts  of 
the  Apostles,'  in  the  experiences  of  our  colporteurs.  They  have 
borne  privation  without  murmuring.  They  have  been  content  with 
their  wages,  and  they  have  laboured  hard.  The  majority  of  them 
have  been  posted  on  the  outskirts  of  missionary  occupation.  They 
have  constituted  the  farthest-flung  battle-line  in  mission  work.  Far 
from  home,  Church,  and  fellow- Christians,  they  have  planted  many 
new  footholds  for  the  Church  to  follow." 

Some  Missionary  Testimonies  from  China* 

From  Anhwei,  the  Rev.  H.  E.  Foucar,  of  the  C.I.M., 
Kinghsien,  writes  : 

"  Colporteur  Tao's  field  of  labour  lies  midway  between  Ningkwo 
and  Hweichow,  and  has  a  radius  of  about  thirty  English  miles. 
Until  he  started  work  there,  this  region  was  practically  without  any 
missionary  agency.  To-day  a  little  band  of  earnest  Christians  gather 
in  that  centre  on  Sundays  for  worship.  Six  were  baptized  during 
1918,  and  twenty  more  are  waiting  to  be  received  into  Church 
fellowship  after  probation.  The  earnest  endeavours  of  Mr.  Tao  have 
roused  these  keen,  hard-working  farmers  to  seek  salvation  in  Christ." 

From  the  remote  province  of  Kansu,  the  Rev.  E.  J. 
Mann,  of  the  C.I.M.,  Fukiang,  writes  : 

"Colporteur  Chang  has  visited  every  market  in  the  district  and  has 
found  his  way  into  many  outlying  hill-villages.  He  invariably  comes 
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in  from  a  trip  with  a  smiling  face  and  has  some  encouraging  incidents 
to  relate.  Besides  selling  a  good  number  of  books,  he  is  doing  real 
faithful  seed-sowing  in  explaining  the  Gospel  to  the  purchasers. 
Such  men  are  solving  the  question  of  how  to  evangelize  the  country 
districts.  I  hope  nothing  will  prevenb  his  continued  employment, 
for  the  work  in  this  district  would  be  seriously  hindered  without  his 
help." 

From  Shantung,  the  Rev.  E.  J.  Ellison,  of  the 
English  Baptist  Mission,  Choutsun,  writes: 

"  Many  in  this  field  receive  their  first  gracious  leadings  to  the 
Saviour  through  the  reading  of  the  Word,  bought  from  colporteurs 
or  borrowed  from  friends.  In  the  south  suburb  of  Changshiu  city 
a  very  busy  working-man  purchased  a  Gospel,  and  as  he  worked 
at  his  trade,  the  manufacture  of  Chinese  bedsteads,  he  often  had  the 
book  lying  open  on  the  floor  by  his  side.  He  found  it  so  good  that 
he  repeatedly  recommended  it  to  a  more  leisured  friend,  who  pur 
chased  a  Gospel  and  a  New  Testament  and  began  to  attend  Divine 
worship.  The  latter  has  now  confessed  Christ  in  baptism,  and  the 
colporteur  and  others  who  are  interested  ask  that  prayer  be  made 
that  his  working-man  friend,  whom  God  used  to  lead  him  into  the 
truth,  may  also  take  this  step." 

An  invaluable  Adjunct* 

From  Hankow,  the  Rev.  F.  G.  Onley,  of  the 
L.M.S.,  Tsaoshih,  writes : 

"  The  colporteur  s  an  invaluable  adjunct  to  the  forces  of  the 
Gospel  in  the  wide  regions  of  China.  He  is  frequently  the  only 
evangelist  seen  or  heard,  as  he  explains  the  contents  of  the  Scriptures 
he  sells.  ...  At  one  place,  Luikiachi,  there  is  a  company  of  ''in 
quirers"  who  have  bought  many  Testaments  and  Scripture  portions. 
This  most  promising  group  of  people  has  been  brought  into  touch 
with  the  Gospel  through  the  work  of  the  itinerant  colporteur,  and 
otherwise  would  not  have  had  the  open  Bible  nor  anyone  to  lead 
them  in  the  first  steps  of  Christian  worship.  The  work  of  Colporteur 
Hu  is  one  more  instance  among  many  in  this  district  within  recent 
years  where  the  colporteur  has  been  the  forerunner  of  the  evangelist 
and  has  sown  the  seed  for  several  new  Christian  communities.  The 
missionary  societies  should  acknowledge  more  than  they  do  the 
very  great  value  of  tbis  auxiliary  service  in  evangelization." 
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A  Fortune- teller  and  the  Gospels* 

From  the  south  of  China,  the  Rev.  R.  S.  Burris,  of 
the  Christian  and  Missionary  Alliance,  Nanning,  sends 
the  following  experience  : 

"In  the  spring  of  1918  I  made  a  trip  to  the  city  of  Morning 
with  two  colporteurs  of  your  Society  and  we  sold  many 
Gospels.  The  people  seemed  very  anxious  to  get  them.  We  sold 
as  many  as  600  in  the  short  space  of  four  hours.  These  Gospels 
were  sent  out  with  much  prayer  that  God  would  touch  the  hearts  of 
those  who  purchased  them.  Two  months  later  I  sent  the  same  two 
colporteurs  to  that  city  again.  They  reported  finding  a  Chinese 
fortune-teller,  who  had  bought  a  set  of  Gospels  from  me  when  on 
the  former  trip.  He  at  once  began  reading  them,  and  reached  the 
point  where  he  saw  that  Christ  came  to  this  earth  to  save  men  from 
their  sins.  He  became  greatly  interested,  so  much  so  that  when 
he  saw  the  colporteurs  he  asked  them  to  explain  the  Way  more 
clearly  to  him.  He  said  that  he  had  read  that  this  Jesus  Christ 
had  come  into  the  world  to  bear  away  others'  sins,  and  that  all 
who  would  believe  and  accept  Him  could  and  would  be  free  from 
their  sins ;  and  added  that  if  this  was  all  true  then  he  need  not  go 
on  in  his  sins  any  longer.  They  explained  that  all  he  had  read  was 
true.  Then  they  taught  him  more  of  the  Gospel,  and  soon  he 
accepted  Christ  as  his  personal  Saviour.  He  has  been  here  to 
Nanning  twice,  asking  for  baptism.  He  must  walk  a  distance  of 
40  miles  each  way  to  this  place,  or  a  total  of  80  miles  for  each  visit ; 
and  now  next  Sunday  he  will  be  back  again  to  be  baptized." 

In  Korea* 

The  Bible-seller  goes  everywhere  in  Korea,  for  he 
never  can  tell  where  he  may  be  able  to  dispose  of 
his  books.  One  day  in  a  wine-shop  a  colporteur  found 
a  dozen  Koreans  drinking  together.  He  began  to 
tell  them  about  the  Gospel,  and  after  a  few  moments 
one  of  them  turned  to  his  companions,  saying, 
"  This  man  is  right :  there  are  many  religions  in  the 
world,  but  the  Jesus  religion  is  the  best."  Then  he 
asked  the  colporteur,  "  Is  the  way  to  salvation  taught 
in  your  books  ?  "  In  the  end,  nearly  all  the  men  in 
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that  wine-shop  bought  Gospels.  Afterwards  their 
spokesman  went  round  with  the  colporteur  to  every 
house  in  the  village,  and  helped  him  to  sell  no  fewer 
than  sixty  Gospels,  while  eight  people  decided  to 
become  Christians. 

The  Rev.  C.  S.  Hoffman  writes  from  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Yalu  River,  where  the  Korean  hills 
meet  the  Manchurian  plains : 

"During  the  spring  of  1918  Colporteur  Yun  went  to  a  large 
unevangelized  district  along  the  Yalu  Eiver,  and  in  one  month's 
work  was  the  means  of  starting  a  flourishing  group  of  Christians. 
He  sold  a  number  of  Gospels,  and  the  people  just  begged  him  to 
stay  with  them.  He  remained,  selling  the  Scriptures  during  the 
day  and  in  the  evening  teaching  those  who  wanted  to  '  believe.' 
The  group  became  firmly  established,  and  after  a  year  there  are 
now  about  thirty  persons  meeting  Sunday  by  Sunday." 

In  Canada* 

During  the  past  year  the  Upper  Canada  Bible 
Society  alone  has  supplied  the  Scriptures  in  about 
fifty  different  versions  among  its  polyglot  population. 
Here  are  some  glimpses  of  one  of  its  colporteurs, 
who  is  at  work  in  the  lumbering,  mining,  and 
railway-construction  camps  of  Northern  Ontario. 

"  In  Creighton  mine  camp  I  sold  the  Scriptures  in  the  following 
sixteen  languages : — Polish,  French,  English,  Hebrew,  Finnish, 
Russian,  Italian,  Rumanian,  Arabic,  Chinese,  Swedish,  Norwegian, 
Ruthenian,  Bulgarian,  Serbian,  and  Spanish.  Here  also  was  the 
unspeakable  Turk,  who  would  not  buy  a  cheap  Gospel  in  his  own 
tongue.  Again  I  found  Italians,  who  were  cut  off  from  any  Church  ; 
but  it  required  little  effort  to  get  them  to  buy  Bibles.  There  appear 
to  be  no  Christians  attempting  to  influence  them  ;  I  trust  the  Word 
may  do  the  work.  In  the  homes  of  some  few  English  Roman 
Catholics,  after  much  prejudice  had  been  overcome,  I  was  able  to 
sell  family  Bibles. 

"  At  a  cobbler's  shop  I  met  the  assistant  to  the  local  Rumanian 
priest,  and  he  said :  '  Here  is  the  most  Catholic  man  I  have  seen.' 
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1  Yes,'  I  replied, '  I  am  Catholic  enough :  I've  got  the  Word  of  God  for 
every  man  in  his  own  language.'  He  bought  the  only  Rumanian 
Gospel  I  had  left.  In  that  shop  there  were  five  persons  all  speaking 
different  languages,  and  four  of  them  purchased  the  Scriptures. 
One  woman  remarked  that  I  was  the  first  man  she  had  met  going 
round  selling  Bibles." 

•    #  *  *  *  * 

There  is  something  strangely  impressive  about  the 
vision  of  this  tireless  world- wide  propaganda,  which 
carries  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  every  man  in 
his  own  tongue,  and  seeks  him  out  in  the  place  where 
he  is,  and  puts  it  into  his  hands  at  a  price  which, 
poor  as  he  may  be,  he  can  afford  to  pay. 
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THE  WAR-SERVICE  THAT   SUCCEEDED 

THE  war  has  had  many  aspects  and  episodes.  But 
all  serious  people  realize  that  it  was  a  solemn  test 
and  trial  of  character.  For  five  years  we  have  been 
living  through  the  manifest  judgments  of  God.  The 
question,  often  repeated  half  in  jest — "  What  did 
you  do  in  the  Great  War  ?  " — will  never  cease  in 
our  time  to  probe  men's  consciences  and  hearts. 
Did  they  use  this  awful  ordeal  as  an  occasion  for 
profiteering,  or  as  an  altar  for  sacrifice?  And  the 
same  searching  question  comes  home  to  institutions, 
as  well  as  to  individuals.  In  the  paragraphs  which 
follow  we  will  try  briefly  to  illustrate  what  the  Bible 
Society  did  in  the  Great  War. 

During  these  tragic  years  our  Society  has  held 
a  position  of  peculiar  responsibility.  Because,  by 
reason  of  its  organization  and  its  resource,  it  was 
able  to  reach  where  no  other  Christian  agency  could 
penetrate,  and  to  provide  what  no  other  institution 
could  supply.  Long  before  the  crisis  came  its  depots 
had  been  established  in  all  the  countries  affected,  and 
its  trained  and  experienced  servants  were  on  the 
spot  to  distribute  the  Scriptures,  while  in  every 
language  spoken  by  the  combatants  it  had  versions 
of  God's  Word  printed  ready  for  distribution. 
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Throughout  the  war  the  Society  has  never  slackened 
in  carrying  on  this  special  mission.  For  the  fighting 
men  of  all  nations  engaged  in  the  gigantic  conflict, 
for  the  myriads  of  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  for  the 
prisoners  of  war,  exiles  and  refugees,  as  well  as 
for  the  men  of  many  races  speaking  many  tongues 
marshalled  as  labour  battalions,  we  have  been 
sending  out  a  constant  stream  of  Testaments, 
Gospels,  and  Psalters.  The  total  result  has  risen 
to  remarkable  figures.  Since  August,  1914,  the 
Society  has  distributed  in  its  war  service  alone 
considerably  more  than  nine  million  volumes,  in 
over  eighty  different  languages.  Each  of  these 
volumes  consisted  of  at  least  one  complete  book 
of  the  Bible,  and  more  than  half  of  them  were  in 
English. 

The  war  service  rendered  by  the  Society  will  be  realized  when  we 
state  that  it  has  meant  sending  out  on  an  average  more  than  7,000 
volumes  every  working  day,  year  in  and  year  out  during  the  whole 
period  of  the  war. 

Right  on  till  the  Armistice  was  signed,  the  demand 
for  these  books  never  slackened :  since  then  it  has 
gradually  decreased.  In  the  narrow  space  of  the 
present  report  we  can  print  only  some  selected  facts 
to  illustrate  a  world-wide  ministry.  Here  are  a  few 
glimpses  of  the  Society's  variegated  war  service 
during  this  last  year.  Testaments  and  Gospels  in 
their  own  tongues  have  been  given  away  among 
khaki-clad  Indian  soldiers  stationed  in  Palestine 
and  Syria.  British  military  hospitals  in  Italy  alone 
received  4,000  volumes.  Russian  Gospels  went  to 
Algeria  for  Russian  soldiers  helping  with  the  harvest 
there.  From  our  depot  at  Constantinople  Bibles 
reached  British  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  Turks 
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near  Aleppo.  Testaments  and  Gospels  were  given 
to  Portuguese  prisoners  interned  in  Germany  and 
to  Turkish  prisoners  interned  in  Burma,  to  wounded 
Serbians  in  the  hospitals  at  Belgrade  and  to  Serbian 
lads  who  are  studying  in  France  and  at  Oxford. 

For  British  Sick  and  Wounded* 

The  Bible  House  has  been  in  direct  touch  with  no 
fewer  than  1,200  military  or  V.A.  hospitals  in 
England  and  Wales  alone,  as  well  as  with  prac 
tically  every  similar  hospital  for  British  soldiers 
abroad.  To  all  these  it  has  presented  English 
Testaments,  Gospels  and  Psalters — bound  in  khaki, 
with  the  Red  Cross  on  the  cover — in  any  numbers 
required  for  personal  distribution  among  the  sick 
and  wounded  men.  Fresh  supplies  to  these  hospitals 
have  been  flowing  from  the  Bible  House  every  week, 
and  from  the  commencement  of  the  war  down  to 
March  31st,  1919,  our  gifts  to  them  exceeded 
718,000  copies  of  the  Scriptures  in  English. 

In  France. 

During  1918  our  Paris  agency  distributed  in  France 
free,  or  forwarded  at  nominal  rates  for  free  distri 
bution,  over  70,000  volumes — Testaments,  Gospels, 
or  Psalters — mainly  in  French.  Wherever  the 
colporteur  penetrates  the  little  khaki  Testaments 
and  Gospels  have  been  given  away. 

In  one  market-place  a  wounded  soldier,  whose  friends  and 
acquaintances  had  crowded  round  him,  was  offered  a  Gospel  by  a 
colporteur.  His  friends  began  to  smile  and  said,  "  He  has  no  need 
of  that."  "  Excuse  me,"  said  he  boldly,  "  when  you  must  go  out  to 
face  death,  you  need  God.  If  you  had  been  where  I  have  been,  you 
would  not  be  so  self-sufficient." 

The  Bev.  A.  S.  V.  Blunt,  of  the  British  Embassy  Church,  Paris, 
writes  :  "  In  a  big  ward  of  a  French  hospital  the  New  Testaments 
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given  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  were  immensely 
appreciated.  One  boy,  to  whom  I  gave  a  Gospel  at  first — as  I  had  run 
out  of  Testaments — said  when  I  went  back  to  give  him  one  of  the 
latter,  'I  am  so  glad  to  have  it;  I  read  that  Gospel  through  six 
times." 

For  Chinese  in  France. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Paj^ne,  a  missionary  of  the 
English  Baptist  Mission  in  Shantung,  North  China, 
wrote  from  France,  where  he  was  serving  as  Lieu 
tenant  in  the  91st  Chinese  Labour  Company  re 
cruited  by  the  British  Government : 

"  We  have  a  good  few  opportunities  of  doing  Christian  work 
among  the  Chinese  here,  and  are  indebted  especially  to  your  Society 
for  liberal  help  in  the  matter  of  Scriptures.  I  have  been  working 
for  fourteen  months  in  Shantung,  recruiting  and  preparing  Chinese 
for  their  overseas  voyage.  Many  tens  of  thousands  of  Gospels  did 
I  put  on  board  the  transports  in  charge  of  sympathetic  officers, 
with  instructions  that  they  were  to  be  given  to  the  Chinese  while 
en  route  for  Europe.  Now  I  have  come  to  France  I  find  lots  of 
Chinese  up  and  down  this  land  hUll  reading  and  cherishing  their 
Gospels.  To  many  of  them  it  is  a  link  with  their  home-land,  for 
it  is  the  only  book  in  Chinese  which  they  possess  in  this  strange 
foreign  country.  Now  that  peace  is  within  sight,  we  are  thinking 
of  the  day  when  the  Chinese  will  be  allowed  to  return  home.  Some 
of  them,  I  know,  will  go  back  believing  in  the  love  of  God  as  it  is 
revealed  to  them  and  us  in  Christ  Jesus.  I  am  looking  forward 
eagerly  to  returning  to  China  with  the  Chinese." 

In  Italy* 

We  know  that  20,000  volumes  have  gone  direct 
from  our  depot  in  Rome  last  year  to  soldiers  of  the 
Allied  armies  in  Italy,  besides  those  purchased  from 
us  for  distribution,  and  others  sold  by  our  colpor 
teurs.  The  soldiers  have  in  most  cases  gladly  accepted 
the  books  offered  them,  and  very  frequently  their 
officers  have  encouraged  and  helped  the  colporteurs 
in  the  distribution. 
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At  Eome  an  Italian  soldier  came  into  our  depot  recently  to  buy 
a  large-type  Bible  for  his  old  grandmother  whose  sight  was  failing. 
He  sat  down  to  write  her  a  letter,  and  allowed  us  to  copy 
what  he  wrote.  "  From  this  city  " — so  ran  the  letter — "  which 
always  exercises  such  immense  fascination  upon  every  Italian  soul, 
I  wished  to  send  thee  a  souvenir  which  should  be  equal  in  grandeur 
to  the  glory  of  Eome  itself.  This  is  a  great  and  beautiful  book 
which  teaches  to  live  and  to  be  good.  Bead  it  a  little  every  evening 
by  the  fireside,  as  they  do  in  the  good  English  families.  Every  page 
of  it  will  be  balsam  for  the  soul,  and  a  daily  reminder  of  him  who 
thinks  of  thee  and  loves  thee." 

In  the  British  Hospital  at  PetrogracL 

The  following  vivid  paragraphs  come  from  the  pen 
of  Miss  Ethel  Kean,  daughter  of  the  late  Rev. 
Dr.  William  Kean,  who  was  for  many  years  our 
Society's  secretary  at  Petrograd,  down  to  the  date 
of  his  lamented  death  there  in  December,  1918. 

"  As  I  entered  the  big  ward  of  the  British  hospital  for  wounded 
Eussian  soldiers  in  Petrograd,  I  was  greeted  on  all  sides  with  cries 
of  "Give  me  one,  Sestritza\"  (little  sister).  "Give  me  one!" 
"You  promised  me  one !  "  The  object  which  they  so  eagerly  desired 
was  a  copy  of  the  four  Gospels  in  Eussian,  neatly  bound  in  coloured 
calico.  Numbers  of  these  had  been  placed  at  my  disposal  by  the 
Bible  Society  for  our  hospital  patients. 

From  one  cot  to  another  I  went,  carrying  the  little  books.  The 
distribution,  however,  proved  no  easy  task,  because  each  soldier 
wanted  to  select  his  own  copy ;  and,  since  the  books  were  bound 
in  different  colours,  many  of  the  soldiers  found  much  difficulty  in 
making  up  their  minds  which  colour  they  preferred  as  the  prettiest. 
In  fact,  after  I  had  no  more  books  left  bound  in  the  hue  desired, 
some  of  the  patients  petitioned  me  to  get  them  copies  in  the  special 
colour  they  wanted,  and  to  bring  these  next  day. 

As  I  gave  each  wounded  man  his  book,  I  questioned  him  to  find 
out  whether  he  could  read.  Many  of  them  confessed  that  they  were 
illiterate  ;  and  when  I  asked  why  such  a  man  wanted  to  have  a  book, 
he  would  explain  that  he  would  take  it  back  with  him  to  his  own 
village,  for  his  dochurJca  (little  daughter),  or  for  iheparen  (youngster), 
who  was  at  school,  and  would  be  able  to  read  the  book  to  the  elder 
folk. 
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At  length  each  soldier  had  received  his  copy  and  had  gone  back 
to  his  cot.  As  they  lay  there,  they  formed  part  of  a  picture  of 
vivid  interest.  I  can  still  see  that  great  sunlit  ward,  with  its  white 
walls  and  curtains  of  electric  blue,  filled  with  rows  of  white  beds 
with  blue  coverlets,  and  white  tables  and  chairs.  A  couple  of  sisters, 
dressed  in  blue  uniforms  with  white  caps  and  aprons,  moved  to  and 
fro  attending  to  the  needs  of  the  patients.  The  big  soldiers  were 
lying  in  their  cots,  each  with  his  little  book.  Those  who  could  read 
well  were  reading  quietly  to  themselves ;  but  the  less  educated  were 
reading  aloud,  some  actually  spelling  out  the  syllables  ;  while  the 
illiterate  men  lay  fondling  their  books  and  listening  intently  to  the 
nearest  reader. 

Some  of  these  wounded  men,  I  discovered,  were  sadly  afraid  that 
when  they  got  better  and  had  to  leave  the  hospital,  they  would  be 
obliged  to  give  up  these  precious  little  volumes.  Great  was  their 
delight  when  I  assured  them  that  the  books  were  theirs  to  take 
away  with  them  and  to  keep  for  ever  and  aye.  Many  a  wounded 
soldier,  after  he  had  recovered  and  returned  to  the  trenches,  wrote 
back  to  the  hospital,  begging  that  similar  books  might  be  sent  to  his 
chums ;  for  they  had  seen  his  copy,  and  they  wanted  books  like  it 
for  themselves. 

At  Constantinople. 

Our  depot  at  Constantinople  has  never  been  closed 
during  the  war,  though  the  only  inscription  which 
we  were  allowed  to  retain  over  its  doorway  was  in 
Arabic — Makhsan-i-Kitab-i-Muqaddas:  "The  Treasure 
House  of  the  Sacred  Book."  Many  visitors  and 
purchasers  came  :  officers  and  men  of  the  German 
forces — among  whom  one  colporteur  was  regu 
larly  employed — Europeans  of  all  nationalities,  and 
Christians  of  the  various  churches  subject  to  Turkey. 
For  obvious  reasons,  fewer  Moslem  Turks  than  usual 
entered  our  doors ;  but  for  the  first  time  in  the  his 
tory  of  our  depot  we  had  Turkish  ladies  coming  to 
ask  for  the  Scriptures.  Turkish  soldiers  would  come, 
and  on  one  occasion  a  Turkish  general  bought  a 
large  number  of  New  Testaments  and  Scripture 
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portions  for  distribution  to  his  men.  So  the  years 
of  war  dragged  on,  and  amid  much  privation  and 
hardship  an  average  of  over  1,000  books  went  out 
each  week  from  our  Constantinople  depot. 

In  Egypt* 

Last  year  in  our  Egypt  Agency  nearly  12,000 
volumes  were  given  away,  mostly  to  soldiers.  Here 
are  a  few  sentences  from  letters  written  in  1918  by 
those  in  charge  of  hospitals  in  Egypt : 

18th  General  Hospital,  B.E.F. — "  Thank  you  very  much  indeed 
for  the  100  New  Testaments.  I  have  already  made  use  of  several 
at  this  morning's  service.  The  men  do  value  a  copy  of  the  New 
Testament." 

31at  General  Hospital,  Abbassia. — "  I  give  some  of  your  Bed 
Cross  Testaments  away  on  most  days  to  the  very  earnest  patients, 
and  have  done  so  since  the  beginning  of  the  year.  Many  of  the 
boys  (Australians  and  Tommies)  value  them  very  greatly,  and  use 
them  regularly." 

Russell  Soldiers'  Home,  Cairo. — The  Testaments  which  you  so 
kindly  give  us  from  time  to  time  for  free  distribution  to  our 
wounded  and  sick  soldiers  in  the  various  hospitals  in  this  district  are 
always  gratefully  received  by  the  men.  It  is  such  a  comfort  to  us 
workers  to  feel  that  wo  can  have  supplies  of  "  ammunition  "  from 
you  for  the  fight ;  and  every  book  is  prayerfully  given,  always  with 
a  personal  talk,  and  always  to  interested  men.  Sometimes  after 
months,  and  even  years,  men  come  into  the  Home  here  and  give 
thanks  again  for  the  Testament  given  them  and  the  Word  spoken 
to  them  in  hospital." 

Aliens1  Internment  Camp,  Sidi  Bishr, — "Thank  you  most  heartily 
for  your  two  parcels  of  Bibles  and  smaller  portions  of  Scripture,  free 
of  charge,  especially  as  there  are  many  poor  men  who  are  in  great 
want  of  Holy  Books,  and  who  are  very  pleased  to  get  them  now 
through  your  generous  help." 

Groups  of  British  soldiers  have  been  stationed  at  different  points 
throughout  the  Nile  Delta.  One  of  them  wanted  a  good  Bible  to 
send  to  his  little  boy  at  home  as  a  birthday  present.  Our  depot  at 
Tanta  was  informed,  a  selection  of  books  sent  for  the  soldier  to 
inspect,  the  chosen  edition  ordered  and  posted  direct  from  the 
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London  Bible  House  to  the  boy,  reaching  him  on  his  birthday. 
Writing  to  tell  his  father,  the  little  boy  said :  "I  have  received 
money  and  many  nice  presents,  but  the  best  of  all  was  that  lovely 
Bible  my  daddy  sent  me." 

The  Guide-Book  to  Palestine. 

British  soldiers  serving  in  Palestine  realized  that 
the  Bible  is  the  indispensable  guide-book  to  the 
Holy  Land.  The  demand  for  the  cheap  portable 
edition  of  the  English  Bible  with  maps,  which  was 
specially  prepared  by  the  Society  for  our  troops  as 
they  advanced  into  the  Holy  Land,  increased  so  much 
that  the  only  difficulty  was  to  obtain  sufficient  sup 
plies  in  time.  In  three  weeks  orders  were  received 
at  the  Port  Said  Bible  House  for  over  50,000  copies. 
One  Division  alone  ordered  4,500. 

On  behalf  of  our  New  South  Wales  Auxiliary 
several  hundred  additional  Testaments  were  given 
away  among  Australian  troops  in  Palestine.  The 
following  letter  comes  from  one  of  their  chaplains : 

"  As  many  more  N.S.W.  men  were  received  into  hospital  this 
week,  and  several  have  asked  for  Testaments,  please  let  me 
have  a  further  50  copies  as  soon  as  possible.  I  am  pleased  to 
inform  you  that  these  Testaments  have  been  appreciated  in  every 
instance,  not  only  because  a  new  interest  has  been  aroused  in  the 
Gospels  by  reason  of  our  men  having  seen  the  Holy  Places  (though 
this  is  the  chief  reason),  but  also  because  the  N.S.W.  Auxiliary  has 
chosen  a  really  choice  little  edition  of  the  New  Testament.  And 
the  best  is  none  too  good  for  our  fine  boys.  Men  who  perhaps  never 
before  read  the  Sacred  Writings  have  systematically  read  and  studied 
them,  and  many  are  the  men  who  have  found  the  way  to  the  Saviour 
through  them  and  the  sights  they  have  seen  and  the  talks  they  have 
listened  to." 

A  Bible  Class  at  Bethlehem. 

A  British  officer  wrote  from  No.  2  Military  Labora 
tory,  Palestine:  "The  three  packages  of  English 
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Bibles  have  arrived  safely  at  Jerusalem,  and  I  have 
brought  one  package  out  with  me  to  Bethlehem, 
where  I  am  starting  a  small  Bible  class.  The  books 
are  just  exactly  suitable,  and  I  feel  sure  will  be 
appreciated  by  many  of  our  soldiers  as  a  gift." 

At  Bombay* 

In  the  Society's  ministry  to  the  combatants  our 
Bombay  Auxiliary  has  taken  a  conspicuous  part 
during  the  war.  To  men  serving  in  Mesopotamia,  to 
the  wounded  in  hospitals  as  well  as  to  soldiers  in 
barracks  round  Bombay,  thousands  of  Testaments 
have  been  given  away.  When  an  Indian  Christian 
regiment  was  formed  in  that  Presidency,  several 
cases  of  Marathi  Testaments  with  Psalms  were  sent 
for  distribution  among  them.  Marathi  Testaments 
were  also  given  to  a  Labour  Corps  of  Indian 
Christians,  and  English  Bibles  and  Gospels  to 
West  Indian  negro  soldiers  from  Jamaica,  all  of  them 
Christians,  quartered  near  Nasik. 

In  the  Philippines. 

In  view  of  possible  war  requirements,  the  American 
Government  organized  a  National  Guard  and  enlisted 
15,000  Filipinos.  Land  near  the  sea-beach,  eight 
miles  from  Manila,  was  selected  for  their  camp  and 
training  ground.  Our  secretary  at  Manila  was  invited 
to  co-operate  in  getting  the  Scriptures  circulated 
among  the  men.  Our  sales  during  the  first  three 
weeks  at  the  camp  were  over  1,900  copies.  The 
Rev.  Dr.  George  W.  Dunlap  writes  : 

"As  Chaplain  in  the  National  Guard  of  the  Philippines  I  want  you 
to  know  how  much  I  appreciate  the  co-operation  you  have  given  us 
in  our  work  here.  It  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  placed  so 
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many  Scriptures  in  the  hands  of  the  men  without  your  splendid 
efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Guard.  I  question  if  there  is  a  camp  in  any 
place  where  more  men  are  now  reading  and  studying  their  Bibles. 
It  is  good,  so  good,  to  see  the  men  in  their  tents  reading  the  "Word. 
Hundreds  of  our  men  are  now  reading  the  Bible  for  the  first  time  in 
their  lives.  Had  it  not  been  for  your  splendid  efforts  on  behalf  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  out  here,  I  fear  we  should  have 
missed  a  great  opportunity  to  give  God's  Word  to  the  Philippine 
Islands.  Through  these  men  I  feel  certain  that  the  Bible  will  go 
into  hundreds  of  homes  where  it  has  never  been.  We  have  never 
lost  an  opportunity  to  tell  the  men  that  they  should  not  go  back 
home  without  a  copy  of  the  Word." 

In  Polynesia* 

The  Bibles  which  our  Society  has  sent  out  to 
Polynesia  have  helped  to  make  freedom  safe  for 
the  cities  of  Britain.  In  a  New  Zealand  paper, 
The  Otago  Witness,  there  appeared  in  July,  1918,  this 
picture  of  a  parade  of  Karotongan  troops : 

"  Steadily  they  marched,  in  perfect  step,  heads  up,  knee  to  knee, 
and  with  arms  swung  in  regulation  style. 

"A  sturdy  lot,  well  fed,  well  trained,  and  well  looked  after,  proud 
of  their  uniform,  proud  of  their  officers,  and  trebly  proud  of  the 
service  to  which  they  belong,  they  seem  to  epitomize  the  influence 
of  the  grand  old  army. 

"As  they  jauntily  tramp  past  we  notice  that  each  dusky  hand 
clasps,  not  the  accustomed  rifle,  but  a  book.  It  is  their  Bible,  for 
this  is  church  parade." 

It  is  not  the  business  of  missionary  societies  to 
make  soldiers;  but  when  the  Bible-trained  Raro- 
tongans  were  called  to  help  Britain  in  the  war, 
it  was  found  that  they  were  better  soldiers  than 
some  others,  because  they  were  better  men.  Their 
white  officers  have  repeatedly  testified  that  they  are 
"  a  fine,  strong,  clean-living  lot."  Said  one  captain, 
"  We  wish  there  were  more  of  them." 
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For  Prisoners  of  War. 

One  of  our  District  Secretaries,  the  Rev.  W.  G. 
Roberts,  who  is  at  present  serving  as  a  C.F.  in 
France,  wrote  to  acknowledge  "  four  cases  of  copies 
of  the  Scriptures,  which  have  all  been  distributed." 

"  The  German  Testaments  and  Gospels  I  gave  away  formally  in 
the  prisoners  of  war  camp.  We  began  with  the  hymn  Gott  ist 
gegenwdrtig.  One  prisoner  read  the  first  part  of  Kevelation  xxi. 
After  the  sermon  the  men  filed  past  and  received  books.  Their  C.O. 
told  me  that  it  had  been  a  great  day  in  their  lives,  and  that  nearly 
all  their  letters  home  contained  news  of  it.  He  considered  it  '  the 
best  thing  that  had  been  done  for  them  as  yet.' 

"  Among  our  own  soldiers  the  khaki  Testaments  were  distributed 
in  quite  a  different  fashion.  A  friend  had  sent  me  2,000  cigarettes, 
and  when  I  was  distributing  these  I  always  took  care  to  have  a  little 
khaki  Testament  casually  sticking  out  of  my  coat-pocket.  Instantly 
the  demand  for  a  Testament  far  exceeded  the  demand  for  cigarettes. 
One  has  only  a  limited  space  in  one's  pockets,  and  so  this  ceremony 
had  to  be  repeated  on  several  different  occasions.  Had  you  been 
there,  you  would  have  had  no  doubt  of  the  men's  sincerity.  They 
would  not  take  a  Testament  if  they  already  had  one  in  good  condition ; 
nor  would  they  take  one  without  a  sincere  intention  to  read  it." 

Prisoners  in  Central  Europe* 

Throughout  the  war  the  Society's  depots  at  Berlin, 
Vienna  and  Budapest  have  never  had  to  close  their 
doors.  Our  distribution  of  the  Scriptures  among 
prisoners  of  war  in  Central  Europe  has  now  come  to 
an  end.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  a  great  deal  of  work 
among  these  men  could  only  have  been  carried  out 
because  we  were  in  a  position  to  supply  the  editions 
needed.  An  approximate  calculation  made  by  our 
acting  secretary  at  Berlin,  who  has  done  splendid 
service  there  throughout  the  war,  gives  the  total 
number  of  copies  of  the  Scriptures  provided  by  our 
Society  for  prisoners  of  war  in  Central  Europe  as 
more  than  1,750,000  books. 
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These  issues  among  prisoners  of  war  in  Central  Europe  have 
included  60,000  Bibles,  500,000  New  Testaments,  and  1,200.000 
smaller  portions.  Among  them  were  : — 650,000  copies  in  Russirn; 
140,000  in  French  ;  100,000  in  Rumanian  ;  85,000  in  Serbian  ;  68,000 
in  Polish  ;  50,000  in  Ruthenian ;  38,000  in  English ;  28,000  in 
Italian ;  8,000  in  Lettish ;  6,000  in  Lithuanian ;  5,000  in  Judaeo- 
German  ;  4,000  in  Esthonian  ;  2,000  in  Finnish  ;  1,500  in  Flemish  ; 
and  1,200  in  Modern  Greek,  besides  smaller  totals  in  German, 
Bohemian,  Croatian,  Hebrew,  Slovak,  Slovenian,  Hungarian,  and 
other  languages. 

Prisoners  at  Petrograd* 

Many  German  and  Austrian  prisoners  of  war  were 
taken  into  Petrograd  and  confined  in  public  build 
ings,  such  as  schools  and  hospitals.  Last  year  a 
member  of  our  staff  was  able  to  visit  these  men  and 
to  give  them  Gospels  in  German,  Polish,  and 
Hungarian,  which  were  gladly  received.  One 
Prussian  prisoner,  noticing  Luther's  name  on  the 
title-page  of  a  German  Gospel,  said  that  he  himself 
came  from  Eisenach  and  that  he  had  been  at  the 
Wartburg.  Austrian  and  German  Roman  Catholic 
prisoners  willingly  accepted  St.  John's  Gospel  in 
German — the  only  one  we  had  in  stock — although 
it  was  Luther's  translation.  The  prisoners  included 
Jews  from  Galicia  and  Bukovina,  some  of  whom 
accepted  St.  Matthew's  Gospel  and  the  Epistle  to 
the  Hebrews  in  Hebrew,  and  the  New  Testament  in 
Yiddish.  Slovak  and  Galician  prisoners  received 
Gospels  in  Ruthenian. 

Prisoners  in  Italy. 

A  Waldensian  army  chaplain  writes  from  Italy  : 

"  Thanks  to  the  Society's  generosity,  which  placed  at  my  disposal 
as  many  copies  of  the  Scriptures  as  I  might  need,  I  have  been  able 
to  distribute  some  hundreds  of  copies  in  the  languages  spoken  by  the 
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prisoners.  In  August,  1918,  I  visited  the  hospital  at  one  of  the 
largest  prison  camps.  A  Hungarian  soldier  who  was  an  Evangelical 
lay  there  in  a  very  grave  condition.  I  tried  to  speak  to  him,  but  he 
did  not  respond.  He  heard  me  and  understood,  but  could  not  move 
his  tongue.  I  called  out  to  him,  '  Reformatua  pap,'  (Reformed 
pastor).  He  looked  at  me  intently,  but  gave  no  sign  of  believing 
me.  So  I  got  the  orderly,  who  was  also  a  Hungarian,  to  read  him 
some  passages  from  the  Magyar  Testament,  including  those  words 
of  our  Lord  that  have  comforted  BO  many  hearts,  '  Come  unto  Me 
all  ye  that  labour.  .  .  .'  The  first  sentence  from  the  Testament  no 
sooner  reached  the  sick  man's  ears  than  he  burst  into  tears.  The 
Lord  was  there,  repeating  His  own  words  of  pity  and  comfort.  His 
tears  ceased,  and  his  face  showed  him  consoled  and  resigned.  .  .  . 
And  all  this,  and  much  more,  came  through  one  Hungarian  New 
Testament  from  the  Bible  Society,  of  which  the  Lord  makes  use 
for  His  ends  of  love.  During  the  present  influenza  epidemic  I  have 
tried  to  give  every  sick  prisoner  a  New  Testament  in  his  own 
language,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  the  gifts  have  not  only  brought 
great  pleasure  but  have  also  done  great  good  to  these  sick  men,  many 
of  whom  cannot  so  much  as  understand  each  other,  but  who  can  all 
read  in  their  native  tongue  the  words  of  comfort  and  life  which  they 
need  so  sorely." 

A  Witness  from  Canada* 

At  Toronto  last  February  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Upper  Canada  Bible  Society  listened  to  an 
address  from  Colonel  Beattie,  D.D.,  C.M.G.,  Director 
of  Chaplain  Service,  Canada. 

"The  Bible  Society  will  have  made  many  new  friends  among 
the  soldiers,  for  millions  have  gone  forth  to  battle  carrying 
with  them  God's  Word,  lying  usually  over  their  hearts.  The  dis 
tribution  of  the  Word  of  God  '  over  there '  was  frequently  quite 
spectacular.  I  used  to  fill  my  haversack  with  khaki  Testaments. 
I  usually  presented  these  at  the  smaller  parades.  Before  the  close 
I  would  say,  '  Now  I  know  you  lose  your  Testaments,  they  get  wet 
and  come  to  pieces ;  anyone  wanting  one  come  up  at  the  close.' 
I  scarcely  ever  had  enough.  The  stampede  for  the  Testaments  was 
pathetic,  and  glorious.  The  Word  of  God  is  wanted  by  these  men, 
and  why?  Because  it  is  the  Word  of  God,  and  has  a  special  message 
for  men  daily  facing  eternal  verities.  I  have  scarcely  ever  buried 
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a  man  out  of  whose  pocket  I  did  not  take  two  things — the  photo 
of  some  one  he  loved,  and  a  khaki  Testament.  An  officer 
friend  of  mine  showed  me  his  souvenirs  the  other  day.  He  had  a 
wonderful  collection,  but  the  one  he  prized  most  of  all,  and  kept 
under  lock  and  key,  was  his  khaki  Testament,  with  the  corner  of  a 
page  turned  down  over  a  verse  that  had  comforted  him  just  before 
the  battle.  The  verse  read,  '  Whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in  My  name, 
I  will  do  it.'  " 

From  an  Australian  C»F* 

The  Rev.  Captain  Lamble,  who  served  as  chap 
lain  on  a  troopship  bringing  Australian  soldiers  to 
England,  has  given  this  personal  experience  : 

"As  soon  as  we  got  our  sea  legs,  I  formed  a  Bible  class,  and 
other  instruction  classes,  such  as  a  Confirmation  class ;  and  when  it 
came  to  the  production  of  a  Testament,  I  suppose  95  per  cent,  of  those 
produced  were  the  khaki-bound  copies  furnished  by  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society.  I  have  gone  down  between  decks  at  night, 
and  it  was  extremely  interesting  to  find  the  number  of  men  who 
were  devotionally  reading  their  Testaments.  ...  I  saw  practically 
no  evidence  at  all  of  waste,  which  it  has  been  suggested  more  than 
once  is  a  necessary  sequel  to  the  broadcast  distribution  by  the  Bible 
Society.  Some  waste,  of  course,  there  must  be,  but  it  is  much 
better  that  twenty  copies  too  many  should  be  given  in  order  that  a 
thousand  men  should  get  copies  rather  than  that  we  should  be 
parsimonious  in  any  way.  ...  It  is  the  chaplain's  duty,  with 
probably  the  quartermaster,  to  go  through  the  kits  of  men  who  have 
fallen,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  any  articles  of  value  and  interest 
to  their  sorrowing  relatives  at  home.  In  all  the  packs  I  went 
through,  there  were  not  more  than  three  or  four  that  did  not  contain 
the  little  pocket  Testament  given  by  the  Bible  Society  ;  and  in  many 
cases  there  was  evidence  of  its  having  been  considerably  used." 

From  a  British  Naval  Chaplain* 

Here  is  a  testimony  showing  how  our  sailors  prize 
the  New  Testament.  From  the  Royal  Naval  Depot, 
Crystal  Palace,  the  Rev.  S.  M.  Warner,  Chaplain  R.N., 
writes : 

"  The  500  New  Testaments  arrived  safely.  I  would  like  you  to 
know  how  greatly  they  are  valued  by  our  sailor  lads  here  in  training. 
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They  have  enabled  me  to,  have  spiritual  conversations  with  hundreds 
of  men  in  Sick  Bay,  and  many  have  eagerly  promised  to  read  the 
Word  of  God  every  day.  On  Sunday  nights  the  Testaments  have 
been  a  wonderful  help  and  blessing.  I  conduct  an  Evangelistic 
service  in  the  theatre  here  each  Sunday  night,  and  often  have 
1,000  sailors  to  this  voluntary  service.  At  the  close  I  always  appeal 
for  a  decision  for  Christ,  and  ask  those  who  wish  to  decide  to  take 
the  Bible  as  their  rule  of  life  to  come  to  my  office  for  a  Testament. 
We  generally  have  a  queue  of  about  a  hundred  sailors  waiting 
outside  the  office.  It  is  a  grand  sight,  and  every  one  is  ready  to 
be  spoken  to  and  so  anxious  to  possess  a  copy  of  the  Word  of  Life. 
I  hope  when  these  500  copies  are  gone  (and  it  will  not  be  long),  that 
your  friend  will  help  us  again  in  this  soul-winning  work." 

The  Blessing  of  the  Book, 

An  Australian  trooper  pulled  out  of  his  pocket  a 
worn,  dirty,  khaki  Testament,  which  had  gone  with 
him  all  through  the  fighting  at  Gallipoli.  The  leaves 
were  doubled  back,  the  corners  turned  down,  the 
verses  pencil-marked.  Reading  that  little  book,  he 
said,  had  wrought  a  change  in  his  heart.  "  That 
was  the  best  chum  I  had ;  for  it  made  me  under 
stand  my  duty  both  to  my  God  and  to  my  fellow- 
man." 

An  Italian  soldier  wrote  from  Albania. : 

"The  thousand  and  eight  pages  that  I  have  read  of  the  Bible  I 
have  found  to  be  a  thousand  and  eight  treasures,  and  the  more 
I  read  them  the  more  they  fill  my  heart  with  joy,  with  hope,  with 
life.  It  has  been  a  happy  fortune  that  has  brought  me  the  Holy 
Bible  here.  What  truth  it  reveals  !  How  clearly  one  comes  to  know 
that  Jesus  is  truly  love,  and  how  clearly  one  gets  to  know  His  will ! 
I  find  it  easy  and  comforting  to  accept  that  will." 

At  the  Cape  one  soldier  home  from  "  German  "  East 
Africa  proudly  showed  his  New  Testament,  given  to 
him  before  he  sailed,  which  had  been  read  through 
several  times,  and  confessed  that  it  had  been  a  source 
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of  spiritual  comfort  through  many  a  hard  day's 
fighting  and  that  "  at  least  a  few  verses  had  been  read 
every  day."  From  "  German  "  East  Africa  an  officer 
forwarded  a  collection  made  by  his  men  "as  a 
thank-offering  to  the  Society  for  its  precious  gift." 

A  young  soldier  at  the  front  wrote  last  year: 
"  When  I  took  the  khaki  Testament  provided  by  your 
Society  in  Canada,  little  did  I  think  that  I  would 
ever  come  to  prize  it  so  much.  I  did  not  trouble 
Church  or  Sunday  school  much,  and  I  do  not  know 
when  I  had  read  a  chapter  in  the  Bible  ;  but  in  the 
trenches,  face  to  face  with  death,  I  commenced  to 
think  I  had  better  find  out  how  a  man  could  get 
right  with  God.  One  of  my  mates  said  to  me,  *  Read 
your  Testament,  and  you  will  find  out  the  way.' 
I  did  so,  and  the  truth  which  I  found  there  changed 
my  life." 

A  Canadian  soldier  who  had  received  a  Testament 
at  Valcartier,  called  at  the  Toronto  Bible  House  after 
his  return  and  exhibited  the  well-thumbed  pages  of 
the  mud-stained  book.  He  said,  "I  can  never  tell 
what  comfort  and  help  I  have  found  from  reading  it. 
Many  a  time  when  waiting  under  shell-fire  for  the 
order  to  go  over  the  top,  I  have  been  cheered  by 
reading  some  passage  from  it.  One  day  on  the 
battlefield  I  was  able  to  point  a  dying  soldier  to 
the  Lamb  of  God  which  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the 
world.  I  would  not  part  with  it  now  for  any  money." 

Many  returning  Canadian  soldiers  were  met  as 
they  landed  at  Quebec  and  St.  John.  Our  colporteur 
writes :  "  They  have  not  forgotten  the  Bible  Society. 
Scores  of  them  show  me  a  Testament  kept  through 
the  war,  and  thank  God  for  it.  As  one  lieutenant 
said  to  me,  'The  boys  do  cling  so 'to  them.'  A  knot 
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of  soldiers  from  Ontario  met  me  on  the  last  boat  and 
said,  '  You  are  the  Bible  Society  man  ? '  I  said,  *  Yes.' 
They  then  said,  '  You  must  see  Lucky  Jim.'  After 
a  few  minutes  a  stalwart,  war-browned  veteran 
appeared,  and  showed  me  the  bullet-marked  Testa 
ment  that  had  saved  his  life  :  '  I  would  not  part  with 
that  for  a  thousand  dollars.  ...  It  was  the  means  of 
saving  my  soul.' " 

At  a  Bible  meeting  last  year  in  Victoria  a  gentle 
man  in  the  audience  asked  to  be  allowed  to  speak : 
"  I  have  always  had  a  warm  corner  in  my  heart  for 
the  Bible  Society,  but  I  think  more  of  it  to-day  than 
ever.  My  boy  went  to  the  war,  and  before  he  went 
to  the  front,  it  was  a  great  comfort  to  me  to  know 
that  he  carried  with  him  a  New  Testament — the 
'khaki'  Testament  presented  by  the  Bible  Society. 
My  boy  will  never  come  back ;  but  the  little  '  khaki ' 
Book  has  come  back,  and  gold  could  not  buy  it. 
I  prize  it  more  than  I  can  tell.  God  bless  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society." 
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THE  POWER  THAT  PREVAILS 

"  Christ  remains  full  of  rewards  and  full  of  promises" 

A.  C.  TURNER. 

IT  is  not  the  business  of  the  Bible  Society  to  formulate 
theories  of  inspiration.  But  year  by  year  it  piles  up 
fresh  testimony  to  prove  with  what  Divine  power 
God's  Spirit  speaks  and  prevails  through  the  message 
of  Scripture.  In  these  sacred  pages  we  are  brought 
face  to  face  with  the  One  Redeemer  and  Restorer 
of  men.  Jesus  Christ  is  continually  effecting  the 
conversion  of  human  nature,  the  reconstruction  of 
human  character.  He  still  goes  on  to  fulfil  His  eternal 
promise,  "  Behold,  I  make  all  things  new." 

In  the  preceding  section  we  gave  some  instances  of 
the  blessing  and  help  which  the  New  Testament  has 
brought  to  multitudes  of  fighting  men  in  war-time. 
Here  we  have  space  to  cite  only  a  few  fresh  examples 
of  the  way  in  which  the  Eternal  Voice  still  comes 
home  to  men's  hearts  and  speaks  peace  to  their 
consciences  and  builds  up  their  broken  lives,  through 
the  words  of  the  Bible  translated  into  many  a 
strange  tongue. 

We  find,  indeed,  that  people  sometimes  buy  the 
Scriptures  from  mixed  motives  and  for  curious  and 
unexpected  reasons.  At  Algiers  a  well-to-do  Jew 
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came  to  our  depot  for  a  Bible  because  he  wanted  to 
know  how  property  ought  to  be  divided  in  case  of 
divorce ;  while  an  army  veterinary  surgeon  asked  for 
a  Bible  in  order  to  see  what  it  taught  concerning 
horses  and  mules.  In  South  America  many  people 
still  live  in  the  grossest  ignorance  as  to  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  and  ask  the  most  extraordinary  questions 
about  it.  For  instance,  at  Monte  Video,  the  capital 
of  the  Republic  of  Uruguay,  our  colporteur  has  per 
mission  to  offer  his  books  on  the  platform  at  the 
railway  station  and  in  the  train,  and  he  often  hears 
men  say,  "  You  must  read  the  Bible  to  learn  how 
to  live  without  working."  At  Johannesburg  an  aged 
Jew  purchased  a  New  Testament  that  he  might 
study  the  "  Signs  of  the  Times,"  and  remarked  to 
our  colporteur  that  "  things  are  happening  now 
exactly  as  they  did  in  the  Bible." 

In  Spain,  the  peasants  in  country  places  are  still  extremely  super 
stitious.  One  man  went  stealthily  to  Colporteur  Mir  and  whispered 
that  he  wanted  a  couple  of  Bibles.  "  I  don't  know  what  you  are 
afraid  of,"  said  Mir ;  "  you  are  buying  the  best  book  in  the  world." 
"  Well,  I  don't  mind  telling  you,"  said  the  man,  "  but  my  secret 
would  be  spoilt  if  other  people  came  to  know  it.  I  want  these  Bibles 
to  put  under  the  tiles  of  our  house,  so  that  they  may  keep  off  sun 
stroke,  suffering,  and  sickness."  "  The  Book  can  do  more  than  that 
for  you,  my  friend.  You  must  put  it  not  under  your  tiles  but  on 
your  table,  you  must  read  it  every  day,  and  ask  God  through  Jesus 
Christ  to  keep  you  and  your  family  in  safety  and  to  grant  you  peace." 
Oddly  enough,  just  while  they  were  talking,  another  man  came  by, 
who  turned  out  to  be  a  friend  of  the  purchaser.  Wnen  Mir  offered 
him  a  Bible,  he  replied  :  "  I  have  got  one.  I  found  it  in  my  house 
under  the  tiles,  where  the  previous  tenants  had  put  it  to  keep  off 
bad-luck.  I  have  taken  it  down  though,  and  now  my  sous  and  I  are 
very  fond  of  reading  the  Gospels  and  the  Psalms." 

At  Port  Said  our  secretary  occasionally  receives 
curious  letters  from  Greek  traders  on  the  upper 
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reaches  of  the  Nile.     The  following  epistle  came  from 
a  Greek  at  Gambela,  in  the  Sudan  : 

"  To  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 
"  Bespectfully  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  want  you  to 
make  New  Testaments  in  the  Abyssinian  language  in  a  very  small 
size,  to  be  used  as  charms  against  the  devil,  for  the  Abyssinians. 
I  want  you  also  to  make  three  pictures  in  it — on  the  first  page  the 
picture  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  in  the  middle  the  crucifying  of  Jesus, 
and  on  the  last  page  the  ascension  of  Jesus.  I  pray  you  to  let 
me  know  if  you  can  do  this  book  or  not.  If  you  can  do  it,  how 
much  is  the  expense  ?  And  how  long  before  I  can  have  it  ?  And  to 
whom  shall  I  send  the  money  ?  And  I  shall  be  much  obliged." 

In  Persia,  one  old  man  in  a  flowing  robe  ran  after 
a  colporteur  crying,  "  O  bookseller,  O  bookseller ! 
God  has  told  me  in  a  dream  to  buy  the  Injil "  (Gospel). 
Another  colporteur  was  showing  the  Scriptures  to 
some  Russian  soldiers  near  the  railway  station  at 
Tabriz.  One  soldier  was  going  to  buy  a  copy,  when 
his  comrade  came  up  and  said  :  "  Don't  be  in  a  hurry 
to  buy  now,  for  very  soon  there  will  be  a  new  Bible. 
Our  Government  is  changed,  and  everything  else, 
including  this  book,  will  be  changed  too ! " 

At  Ispahan,  which  is  one  of  the  most  bigoted 
Moslem  cities  in  Persia,  our  colporteur  handed  a 
Bible  to  a  Persian,  who  opened  it,  and  then  gave  it 
back,  saying,  "  This  book  has  power  to  draw  those 
who  read  it  out  of  their  own  religion."  A  colporteur 
in  Japan  offered  the  Bible  to  a  young  business  man, 
who  replied:  "No  doubt  Christianity  is  good.  But, 
as  you  know,  the  merchant's  heart  is  far  from 
righteous.  It  might  be  better  not  to  read  this  book." 
He  was  afraid  it  would  stir  up  his  conscience  against 
dishonest  dealing. 

An  influential  Buddhist  abbot  in  Burma,  who  has 
become  a  diligent  reader  of  the  New  Testament, 
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candidly  confessed :  "  We  are  all  agnostics  now. 
Whether  a  God  exists  or  not,  we  do  not  know ;  but 
as  for  me " — pointing  to  the  Burmese  Testament 
which  lay  before  him — "if  this  book  can  teach  me, 
I  will  find  out  before  I  die." 

"There's  Music  in  it." 

In  Morocco  Senor  Padilla  called  at  a  house  where 
a  young  musician  was  testing  his  violin,  and  stopped 
playing  in  order  to  look  at  the  colporteur's  books. 
His  mother  said  that  what  her  son  needed  most  was 
books  of  music;  but  the  young  man,  taking  the 
Gospel  in  his  hand,  interrupted  his  mother,  and  said, 
"There  is  music  in  this;  give  him  30  centimos,  for 
I  am  going  to  keep  it." 

In  Japan  last  year  an  old  man  said  to  our  col 
porteur  :  "  Some  time  ago  my  son  bought  from  you  a 
copy  of  the  New  Testament.  He  has  been  reading  it 
diligently,  morning  and  evening,  ever  since.  To  my 
great  surprise,  he  has  given  up  his  dissolute  habits 
and  is  a  changed  man.  Your  book  has  worked  a 
miracle  in  my  family."  Through  his  testimony  the 
colporteur  sold  in  that  village  the  same  day  nearly 
fifty  books. 

Looted  Treasure. 

On  the  plateau  of  the  Andes  in  the  far  west  of 
Venezuela  stands  the  city  of  San  Cristobal,  which 
was  visited  last  autumn  by  our  secretary,  the 
Rev.  W.  H.  Rainey.  Here  he  and  a  colporteur  took 
horse  and  rode  to  Rubio,  where  the  Scandinavian 
Christian  Alliance  Mission  has  a  .station — "  the  only 
Evangelical  centre  in  a  territory  larger  than  England." 
One  member  of  this  vigorous  young  congregation 
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had  been  converted  in  a  remarkable  fashion.  During 
the  last  Colombian  revolution,  he  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  Liberal  army.  After  a  bloody  battle,  a 
captured  town  was  delivered  over  to  pillage.  Eager 
for  loot,  he  forced  his  way  into  a  house ;  but  the 
family  had  removed  their  goods,  or  else  his  comrades 
had  been  there  plundering  already,  for  nothing  was 
left  except  some  broken  furniture  and  a  book.  With 
hardly  a  glance  he  thrust  the  book  into  his  pocket, 
and  hurried  away  in  search  of  richer  booty.  But  the 
book  was  a^Spanish  Bible  ;  and  his  reading  of  it  led 
him  to  Christ.  Perhaps  of  all  the  spoils  collected  after 
the  battle,  none  proved  more  precious  than  this  book. 

The  Bible  in  jail* 

From  Nyasaland,  a  missionary  of  the  U.M.C.A.  has 
forwarded  us  a  touching  but  quaintly  worded  letter 
written  by  a  young  African,  who  had  been  visited 
in  jail  while  undergoing  a  term  of  five  years' 
imprisonment.  The  writer  says  : 

"  I  am  very  shame  to  write  this  letter  to  you,  but  for  knowing 
what  you  are  to  your  Christian  children  I  will  dare  writing  to  you. 
I  have  been  discharged  two  days  ago.  By  this  hour  I  am  free  man 
again.  .  .  .  Your  visit  and  giffc  of  the  Bible  is  or  will  be  my  life 
memory.  .  .  .  For  you  and  Padre was  the  only  '  white  mis 
sionaries  '  that  came  and  visited  me  in  such  dreadful  place.  I  dare 
say  again  and  again  that  your  visits  has  increased  my  faith  in  God, 
and  make  me  to  trust  you  white  missionaries  that  came  in  this  dark 
Africa  for  special  God's  duty.  To  visit  me,  and  leave  such  beautiful 
Bible  pressed  in  my  hand  I  Was  my  morning  and  evening  self 
murmuring  ?  Then  I  used  to  grip  the  Bible  in  my  two  hands,  and 
reading  few  verses  before  going  out  to  my  daily  task,  and  after  my 
daily  task.  I  am  not  boasting  myself  :  but  as  God  is  my  witness, 
I  dare  say  that  since  I  had  received  that  Bible  I  am  changed — I  am 
another  man  again.  For  instance,  my  fellow  crime  prisoners  used 
to  call  it  'the  magic  Bible.'  Compare  what  or  who  I  was  before 
I  had  your  Bible  gift— even  in  the  eyes  of  the  fellow- sinners  it  could 
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be  seen  through.     Pray  for  us  all  scattered  over  the  world,  that  God 
may  send  His  Holy  Ghost  to  help  us  to  believe  His  Holy  Word." 

No  guide  but  tne  Gospels* 

Among  the  mountains  in  the  south  of  the  province 
of  Hunan  was  the  house  of  an  elderly  Chinese,  who 
had  spent  his  life  as  a  Buddhist.  For  a  dozen  years 
or  more  men  had  looked  to  him  to  cast  out  demons 
from  the  sick  and  rescue  the  dead  from  the  torments 
of  hell.  His  home  was  two  days'  journey  from 
Linchow,  the  nearest  mission  station,  from  which 
the  Rev.  J.  S.  Kunkle  has  sent  this  testimony  to  his 
conversion : 

"  Among  the  man's  acquaintances  there  was  not  a  single  Christian. 
All  he  had  to  guide  him  on  the  way  of  life  was  a  copy  of  the  Gospels 
that  somehow  had  come  into  his  possession.  Yet  he  stood  before 
the  session  of  our  Mission  Church  as  an  undoubted  Christian.  So 
accustomed  were  we  to  halting  testimonies,  even  after  long  and 
careful  instruction,  that  we  were  awed  by  the  evidence  of  the  direct 
and  unaided  work  of  the  Spirit  in  the  man  before  us. 

"  And  this  is  what  he  told  us.  At  first,  though  he  was  much 
attracted  by  portions  of  the  Gospels,  he  was  so  far  from  grasping 
their  import,  and  so  bound  by  prejudice  and  unbelief,  that  he  would 
throw  down  the  book.  But  before  long  he  would  pick  it  up  and 
begin  reading  again.  At  one  of  these  times  he  met  in  his  reading 
with  the  word  '  Saviour.'  It  came  with  all  the  force  of  a  message  to 
his  heart.  It  was  the  key  that  unlocked  the  meaning  of  the  Gospels 
to  him.  Having  found  the  truth,  he  took  the  idols  of  a  life-time  and 
burned  them  all. 

"  But  what  he  regarded  as  most  urgent  was  prayer.  He  earnestly 
studied  the  Gospels  to  learn  how  to  pray.  How  well  he  had  learned  I 
One  of  his  petitions  keeps  echoing  in  my  ears  :  '  Forgive  China's 
sins,  Lord,  all  of  them.'  The  Great  Father,  we  may  be  sure,  did  not 
hold  it  against  him  that  in  his  praying  he  had  at  first  followed  his 
customary  fashion  of  writing  out  the  name  of  God  and  worshipping 
before  it." 

A  Prisoner  and  his  Testament. 

In  Johannesburg  an  Italian  told  our  colporteur 
that  he  had  been  convicted  and  sent  to  jail  for  sup- 
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plying  intoxicating  drink  to  natives,  but  that  during 
his  imprisonment  he  had  obtained  an  Italian  New 
Testament.  As  he  read  this  in  secret  "the  words 
came  with  power  to  his  heart."  His  fellow-prisoners 
noticed  the  change  in  his  life.  The  prison  authorities 
reduced  the  period  of  his  sentence  and  he  came  back 
to  Johannesburg  with  a  "  good  character  certificate." 
Since  his  return  he  has  frequently  visited  our  depot, 
purchasing  Testaments  to  give  away  to  others. 
When  our  colporteur  asked  a  neighbour  of  this 
Italian  if  he  too  enjoyed  the  same  religion,  the 
neighbour  replied :  "  Well,  I  believe  in  a  little 
religion ;  but,  with  that  fellow,  it's  religion  all  day 
long." 

The  Best  Inheritance* 

"  What  books  are  you  selling  ? "  asked  an  old 
Spaniard  of  Colporteur  Mir,  at  Las  Ventosas  in  the 
province  of  Lerida.  "The  book  that  can  make  you 
happy,"  was  the  answer.  But  Mir  himself  was 
surprised  to  hear  the  old  man  reply :  "  If  it  is  not 
the  Bible,  I  do  not  want  it ;  there  are  no  other 
books  where  we  can  find  happiness."  "  That  is  the 
very  Book  I  sell."  "Then  come  to  my  house  with 
the  best  copy  you  have." 

Mir  chose  from  his  stock  a  family  Bible,  and  called 
on  the  old  man,  who  told  the  following  experience : 
"Six  years  ago  I  bought  a  Bible,  which  made  me 
happy.  But  I  lent  it  to  a  friend,  and  it  never  came 
back  to  me.  I  have  suffered  much  without  my  Bible. 
I  have  prayed  God  for  another,  and  have  never  lost 
the  hope  that  He  would  answer  my  prayer,  as  He 
has  done.  Now  the  Lord  may  call  me  to  Himself  :  I 
have  fulfilled  my  mission.  I  knew  the  Bible  to  be 
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the   best  of   treasures,  and  /  tuanted  to  leave  one  to 
my  sons" 

"  A  New  Man  in  Christ  Jesus." 

A  young  man,  with  all  the  marks  of  sin  written 
across  his  countenance  and  the  image  of  God  fast 
disappearing,  entered  our  depot  at  Valparaiso,  and 
asked  for  a  Bible.  He  gave  as  his  reason  that  he 
intended  to  sell  it,  and  thereby  gain  some  small  com 
mission.  Questioned  if  he  knew  anything  about  its 
contents,  he  replied  that  he  did  not.  The  conversa 
tion  turned  to  the  moral  life  required  of  those  who 
would  circulate  such  a  book.  Would  he  not  like  to 
secure  a  copy  for  himself,  and  study  it,  in  order  that 
he  might  understand  the  offer  of  free  grace  which 
God  made  to  every  human  soul?  Some  months 
afterwards  he  returned,  completely  transformed  as 
far  as  his  outward  appearance  was  concerned. 
"Why,  do  you  not  know  me?  Do  'you  not  re 
member  the  young  man  who  came  for  a  copy  of 
the  Bible?"  He  then  began  to  tell  his  story — the 
story  of  an  evil-liver,  a  gambler,  a  thief — but  now 
these  were  things  of  the  past.  He  was  a  new  man  in 
Christ  Jesus. 

Recently  at  a  coast  town  in  Chile  our  secretary 
came  across  a  man  from  Bolivia.  Several  years 
previously  a  colporteur  had  visited  this  man's 
village,  and  induced  him  to  purchase  a  Bible.  He 
was  impressed  by  the  colporteur's  knowledge  of  the 
Book,  and  by  his  desire  to  impart  some  of  that 
knowledge  to  others.  The  Bolivian  was  thus  led 
to  make  a  careful  study  of  the  Word  of  God. 
Some  years  later  he  emigrated  to  the  Pacific  Coast, 
where  he  joined  an  Evangelical  church  and  is  now 
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an  active  Christian  worker.  These  blessings  he 
attributes  to  the  lonely  messenger  who  carried  the 
Bible  to  his  door  in  the  wild  uplands  of  Bolivia. 

In  Japan,  Colporteur  Matakichi  Shinonome  began 
work  for  our  Society  [in  the  city  of  Kagoshima. 
There  a  young  man  met  him  one  day,  and  saluted 
him  very  politely.  Then  he  said :  "  Last  year  I 
bought  a  Gospel  from  a  colporteur.  He  answered 
many  Questions  I  asked  about  it.  As  a  result  of 
reading  that  Gospel  I  became  a  Christian,  and  now 
my  life  is  always  happy.  I  am  always  thanking 
God  for  the  work  of  the  Bible-sellers,  and  praying 
Him  to  let  the  work  flourish  more  and  more,  for 
many  souls  are  in  danger  of  falling." 
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"  The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  lias  no  entrance  fee  :  but  Us 
subscription  is — all  that  a  man  Jiath." 

Those  who  understand  human  nature  know  that  any 
ordinary  person  is  far  more  likely  to  value  and  read 
a  volume,  when  he  has  paid  something  in  order  to 
make  it  his  own.  The  Bible  Society,  therefore, 
endeavours  as  a  rule  to  sell  the  Scriptures  at  prices 
which  put  them  within  reach  of  the  poor  in  every 
country,  instead  of  scattering  them  broadcast  by 
means  of  free  distribution.  Out  of  every  sovereign 
which  the  Society  expends  each  year  in  preparing 
and  distributing  its  editions,  about  7s.  6d.  comes 
back  to  it  from  the  proceeds  of  sales.  Moreover, 
in  face  of  any  public  trial  or  calamity,  prompt  and 
generous  free  grants  are  made  to  those  in  need. 
By  the  magnificent  war  service  of  the  Society, 
millions  of  Testaments  and  Gospels  have  been  put 
into  the  hands  of  soldiers  and  sailors — fighting,  or 
wounded,  or  prisoners — either  without  charge  or  at 
merely  nominal  rates. 

Counting  the  Cost. 

Our  friends  should  realize  what  is  the  present  cost 
of  producing  the  Society's  popular  editions.  The 
charges  for  printing  now  average  two  and  a  quarter 
times  what  they  were  before  the  war.  Charges  for 
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binding  are  about  three  times  the  pre-war  rates. 
The  price  of  paper  has  fallen  considerably,  but  is  still 
more  than  three  times  its  pre-war  figure. 

The  unprecedented  advance  in  the  cost  of  pro 
duction  compelled  the  Committee,  though  with  great 
reluctance,  to  raise  the  prices  of  most  of  their 
editions.  In  bringing  out  our  huge  popular  editions, 
the  most  expensive  item  is  paper;  and  during  the 
past  year  paper  alone  was  costing  seven  times  as 
much  as  it  cost  before  the  war.  Early  in  1919  it 
seemed  urgent  to  raise  prices  still  further :  but  in 
view  of  the  Emergency  Fund,  provided  to  meet  this 
need,  the  Committee  decided  that  the  charges  for 
their  popular  editions  should  not  be  further  increased. 
These  popular  editions  have  always  been  sold  at  a 
loss ;  they  are  being  sold  to-day  at  rates  which  entail 
a  heavier  loss  than  ever. 

We  will  illustrate  the  situation  by  a  few  practical 
examples.  Our  cheapest  English  Bible  was  sold 
before  the  war  for  sixpence,  and  the  Society  then 
lost  a  little  over  a  penny  on  each  copy.  To-day,  the 
same  Bible  is  sold  for  Is.  8d.,  but  at  this  price  the 
Society  is  losing  nearly  sixpence  on  every  copy. 
Before  the  war  our  cheapest  English  New  Testament 
was  sold  for  a  penny,  and  the  Society  then  lost  more 
than  three-farthings  on  each  copy  sold.  To-day,  the 
same  Testament  is  sold  for  fourpence  (its  binding 
alone  costs  2^d.) ;  but  at  this  price  the  Society  is  still 
losing  nearly  three-halfpence  on  each  copy.  Separate 
English  Gospels  were  sold  before  the  war  at  a 
halfpenny,  which  was  a  trifle  less  than  their  cost ; 
they  are  now  sold  at  a  penny  each,  but  they  are 
costing  the  Society  very  nearly  twopence.  The 
little  French  Gospels,  which  we  sell  at  5  centimes 
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(jd.)  apiece,  are  now  costing  25  centimes  to  reprint  in 
Paris.  The  Japanese  New  Testament,  now  sold  for 
5d.,  is  costing  Sd.  The  Hindi  New  Testament  which 
is  sold  in  North  India  at  3  annas  (3d.)  actually  costs 
about  three  times  that  sum.  On  every  copy  of  the 
cheapest  Javanese  New  Testament  which  is  sold  we 
lose  lid.,  and  on  every  copy  of  the  Javanese  Old 
Testament  we  lose  5s. 

The  Society  recently  revised  its  selling  prices  of 
books  of  the  Bible  published  in  Braille  type  for  the 
blind.  In  nine  different  Indian  languages  these  are 
now  sold  at  a  uniform  rate  of  one  rupee  per  volume. 
The  price  for  the  English  edition  is  Is.  6d.  per 
volume.  Our  friends  will  be  interested  to  know  that 
these  books  are  now  costing  the  Society  between  7s. 
and  8s.  per  volume  to  produce. 

Reorganizing  after  the  War* 

As  the  prison-doors  at  Philippi  were  broken  open 
by  an  earthquake  so  the  present  convulsion  of  the 
world  has  unbarred  new  avenues  of  access  to  the 
hearts  of  men.  And  for  rebuilding  a  better  order 
on  earth,  nothing  is  so  essential  as  the  truths  and 
principles  of  Holy  Scripture.  It  has  been  well  said : 
"  True  progress  is  impossible  without  character ; 
character  is  impossible  without  morality ;  morality 
is  impossible  without  pure  religion,  and  pure  religion 
is  impossible  without  a  knowledge  of  the  Bible." 

To  meet  this  immense  opportunity  the  Bible  Society 
must  reconstruct  and  expand  its  organization.  To 
day,  for  instance,  from  the  Rhine  eastwards  to 
Yladivostock  we  have  practically  no  organized  col- 
portage  left.  For  nations  reborn  into  liberty — the 
Czecho-Slovaks  and  Poles  and  Rumanians  and  Yugo- 
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Slavs — the  Society  is  laying  out  great  sums  merely 
to  produce  emergency  editions  of  the  Scriptures  in 
their  own  tongues.  A  commanding  site  is  being 
secured  at  Jerusalem  for  a  new  Bible  House,  which 
must  be  not  unworthy  of  its  surroundings.  In 
addition  to  these  new  expenses,  the  extraordinary 
rise  in  the  cost  of  living  has  made  it  imperative  to 
make  substantial  additions  to  the  salaries  of  the 
Society's  agents  and  representatives  in  every  country, 
while  the  extra  charges  for  the  freight  of  books  and 
the  travelling  of  colporteurs  involve  heavy  outlay. 

The  Need  and  the  Claim. 

In  this  dawn  of  a  new  era,  when  the  need  for  the 
Society  is  more  urgent  and  on  a  greater  scale  than 
ever  before,  we  have  faith  that  its  tried  and 
tested  friends  will  not  fail.  We  can  look  back 
with  profound  thankfulness  across  another  year 
of  wonderful  generosity.  During  1918-19  our 
expenditure  rose  higher  than  in  any  previous 
twelvemonth ;  but  the  contributions  from  our 
Auxiliaries,  at  home  and  overseas,  also  reached 
a  figure  which  surpassed  all  former  records.  While 
the  Society's  total  outlay  was  never  so  heavy,  its 
income  has  never  been  so  large.  The  particulars  will 
be  found  set  out  in  some  detail  in  the  Summary 
which  concludes  this  little  volume.  Here  it  may 
suffice  to  add  a  few  illustrations  of  the  gifts  which 
have  come  from  all  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

At  Montreal  the  Family  Herald  and  Weekly  Star,  which  has  a 
very  wide  circulation,  printed  free  of  charge  for  many  weeks  a  most 
telling  appeal  for  contributions  to  provide  Testaments  for  soldiers, 
the  editor  offering  to  receive,  acknowledge,  and  forward  gifts  to  the 
Bible  Society  without  expense.  The  sums  thus  received  reached  the 

85 


REBUILDING  ON  THE  ROCK 

splendid  total  of  $8,500  and  the  Society  acknowledges  most  warmly 
its  indebtedness  to  Lord  Atholstan,  the  proprietor  of  tie 
paper. 

At  Durban  a  street  collection  was  made  on  April  27th,  1918,  to 
raise  money  for  distributing  the  Scriptures  among  sailors  and 
soldiers  engaged  in  the  war,  and  realized  £320  for  our  Society. 
At  Pietermaritzburg  a  street  collection  on  behalf  of  the  Society  has 
produced  over  £200. 

In  the  west  of  China  the  Miao  congregations  of  the  C.I.M.  in  Yunnan 
set  apart  one  special  Sunday  in  1918  for  gifts  on  behalf  of  the 
Bible  Society,  as  a  thank-offering  for  the  arrival  of  the  first  copies  of 
the  Hwa  Miao  Testament.  Writing  from  Sapushan,  Mr.  Gladstone 
Porteous,  of  the  C.I.M.,  has  forwarded  £3  5s.  as  the  result  of  these 
gifts,  and  adds:  "The  people  on  the  whole  are  miserably  poor,  and 
offerings  were  made  in  small  Chinese  copper  cash  (about  35  cash=  Id.). 
In  one  house  where  the  people  had  no  ctsh,  a  little  girl  brought  a 
measure  of  maize  to  my  wife,  saying  that  it  was  '  for  the  teachers 
who  made  the  New  Testament.'  "  For  printing,  paper,  binding,  and 
carriage,  the  Hwa  Miao  New  Testament  costs  the  Society  Is.  6d.  a 
copy ;  these  books  are  sold  to  the  Hwa  Miao  for  5d.  apiece. 

In  Italy  the  Synod  of  the  Waldensian  Church  has  recommended  all 
its  local  congregations  to  make  an  annual  collection  on  behalf  of  the 
Society,  ''to  which  we  owe  such  great  debts  of  gratitude."  Last 
year  this  collection  amounted  to  1,648  lire  (nearly  £66). 

From  Northern  Nigeria  comes  a  letter  enclosing  25s.  from  two 
African  Christian  men  "  as  a  token  of  our  love  for  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  and  a  little  help  to  send  forth  His  story  to  the 
people  of  the  earth." 

Many  war-time  gifts  to  the  Society  in  India  have  a  background  of  love 
and  self-sacrifice.  A  missionary,  sending  Es.  5-93  from  some  Chris 
tian  farmers  living  in  a  famine-stricken  district  in  the  hills,  writes  : 
"  I  am  extremely  sorry  for  the  smallness  of  this  amount,  but  all  are 
very  poor,  and  food  nearly  impossible  to  get  at  this  time,  and  most 
of  this  money  is  made  up  of  widow's  mites,  i.e.,  by  giving  all  they 
had."  At  Bombay  gifts  came  last  year  from  31  different  institutions, 
including  Orphanages  and  Leper  Asylums. 

A  Russian  prisoner  in  Germany  sent  the  following  letter  to  our 
Berlin  depot :  "  I,  a  prisoner  of  war  according  to  the  Divine  power 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  am  eagerly  desirous  of  becoming  a  member 
of  the  Bible  Society  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  I  enclose  20  marks  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Society. — WASSILY  SPIRIDOVITCH." 

Our  secretary  at  Eome  received  500  lire  from  a  sergeant  in  the 
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Italian  army,  "to  express  my  lively  sympathy  with  your  untiring 
labour  in  the  diffusion  of  the  Holy  Bible." 

From  France  a  sapper  in  the  R.E.  sent  "  15  francs  to  help  to 
meet  your  increased  cost  of  production  since  the  war.  I  have 
found  my  Bible  very,  very  helpful  to  me  during  my  stay  in  France. 
It  has  drawn  me  nearer  to  Him  Who  died  for  us."  From 
Glamorgan  a  soldier  enclosed  £o  "  as  a  thank-offering  to  God  for  His 
mercy  in  bringing  me  back  safe  and  unwounded  after  over  two 
years'  active  service  in  Salonika." 

A  soldier  "somewhere  in  France"  wrote  to  the  Bible  House 
enclosing  2s.  6d.,  "  rejoicing  to  find  that  you  continue  your  noble 
efforts  under  the  terrible  strain  of  these  times.  While  the  Book  has 
been  found  so  great  a  strength  and  cheer  to-day,  it  will  be  even 
more  needed  in  the  great  work  of  the  reconstruction  of  the  world." 

An  anonymous  gift  of  £525  has  reached  the  Bible  House  from 
E  J.  E.  in  memory  of  a  young  English  officer  fallen  in  Mesopotamia. 

Pastor  T.  Logstrup,  of  Nyborg,  Denmark,  wrote :  "  Now  when 
the  war  is  finished,  I  beg  the  Society  to  accept  £1Q  as  thanksgiving 
to  God  and  men  for  its  splendid  work  in  the  midst  of  the  cruelties 
and  sufferings." 

A  friend  at  Birmingham  wrote :  "  This  is  the  anniversary  of  the 
birthday  of  one  whom  I  regard  as  amongst  God's  best  gifts  to  me, 
and  I  enclose  £50  as  a  donation  to  the  Bible  Society." 

The  following  note  comes  from  a  small  town  in  Essex :  "  To  the 
glory  of  God.  From  a  working-man,  once  an  infidel.  Please  receive 
£5  for  your  glorious  work." 

A  letter  from  Bristol  says :  "  The  enclosed  two  shillings  is  a  widow's 
mite.  God  only  knows  what  the  dear  old  Book  is  to  me.  My  prayer 
is  that  it  may  be  so  blessed  to  many  others.  I  cannot  do  much,  as 
I  am  only  an  old-age  pensioner." 

In  face  of  these  inspiring  gifts  and  sacrifices, 
we  can  only  borrow  the  words  of  a  colporteur  in 
Persia,  who  confessed  last  year,  "God  has  put  to 
shame  our  lack  of  faith."  With  awe  and  gratitude 
we  recognize  the  pressure  of  that  Divine  Hand  which 
has  guided  our  Society  throughout  its  long  service, 
which  to-day  is  bearing  us  forward  into  bolder 
ventures  and  larger  sacrifices  for  the  cause  and  the 
kingdom  of  Christ. 
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SUMMARY 

THE  Society's  issues  now  to  be  reported  for  the  year  1918-19  have 
amounted  to  8,746,963  copies  of  the  Scriptures.  This  figure  falls 
340,000  below  the  total  of  the  previous  year,  and  is  less  than  any 
total  since  1913.  Complete  Bibles  numbered  only  692,594 — a  smaller 
number  than  usual — this  being  largely  due  to  the  difficulty  of 
production.  New  Testaments  numbered  1,311,000 — a  quarter  of  a 
million  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year,  but  36,000  more  than  in 
the  year  before  the  war.  Smaller  portions  of  Scripture  numbered 
6,743,000—360,000  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year,  yet  66,000  more 
than  in  the  year  before  the  war. 

In  face  of  the  dislocation  and  distress  of  the  world,  we  need  feel 
no  surprise  at  such  figures — still  less  should  we  allow  them  to  dis 
concert  us.  From  Russia  and  Siberia,  where  we  disposed  of  nearly 
600,000  volumes  a  year  before  the  war,  no  returns  have  reached  us. 
Elsewhere,  for  lack  of  labour  and  materials  it  proved  impossible  to 
reprint  some  of  our  most  popular  editions.  Another  factor  in  the 
result  was  the  world-wide  scourge  of  influenza,  which  has  swept 
away  twelve  million  people.  Moreover,  our  own  special  war-distri 
bution,  which  since  1914  has  averaged  about  2,000,000  copies  a  year, 
fell  off  considerably  after  the  Armistice. 

Taking  a  broad  view  of  our  statistics  for  the  last  few  years,  perhaps 
the  main  fact  which  emerges  is  this — that  the  Bible  Society  is 
becoming  more  and  more  an  instrument  for  the  supply  of  the  foreign 
mission  field.  Judged  by  numbers,  our  main  distribution  moves 
steadily  towards  the  dense  populations  of  the  East,  where  last  year 
we  circulated  about  a  million  and  a  quarter  books  in  India  and 
Ceylon,  800,000  books  in  Japan  and  Korea,  and  more  than  3,000,000 
books  in  China. 

With  the  opening  of  the  year  1919,  which  marks  a  new  era  for 
mankind,  the  Bible  Society's  circulation,  since  it  was  founded  in 
1804,  has  reached  the  astonishing  total  of  THREE  HUNDRED  MILLION 
volumes — each  volume  being  a  Bible,  or  a  Testament,  or  at  least  one 
book  of  Holy  Scripture.  Looking  backward,  the  Society  can  surely 
thank  God— and  take  courage  to  look  forward. 

The  Work  at  Home. 

In  order  to  assist  and  increase  the  circulation  of  the  Bible  in  our 
own  country,  especially  in  places  which  are  not  reached  by  ordinary 
booksellers,  the  Committee  grant  special  colportage  terms  to  all 
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societies  and  institutions  which  regularly  carry  on  the  sale  of  the 
Scriptures  by  colportage  among  the  poor  in  England  and  Wales. 

Apart  from  its  war  distribution,  and  exclusive  of  the  losses  involved 
in  the  sales  of  its  books  at  catalogue  prices,  the  Society  spent  more 
than  £9,500  in  England  and  Wales  last  year,  mainly  in  grants  of 
the  Scriptures — free  or  at  greatty  reduced  rates — to  the  schools  and 
home  missions  of  nearly  every  Christian  Communion,  and  to  all 
the  varied  agencies  of  religious  and  philanthropic  activity. 

Almost  all  the  English  and  Welsh  institutions  for  befriending  the 
blind  obtain  from  the  Bible  House  the  Scriptures  in  embossed  type, 
at  less  than  a  quarter  of  the  cost  of  their  production. 

Students  at  Theological  and  Missionary  Colleges,  who  need  such 
assistance,  received  last  year  as  gifts  78  Old  Testaments  in  Hebrew 
and  450  New  Testaments  in  Greek,  besides  150  New  Testaments  in 
Latin.  The  Society  also  presents  outgoing  missionaries  with  Bibles 
or  Testaments  in  the  vernaculars  of  the  fields  in  which  they  are  to 
labour. 

Translation  and  Revision* 

In  spite  of  the  war  the  work  of  translation  and  revision  has  gone 
forward  unchecked.  The  list  of  versions  in  which  the  Bible  Society 
has  helped  to  produce  or  circulate  God's  message  to  men  now  con 
tains  FIVE  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTEEN  different  languages.  These  include 
a  complete  Bible  in  134  forms  of  speech,  and  a  complete  New  Testa 
ment  in  119  more.  No  fewer  than  140  new  languages  have  been 
added  since  the  present  century  began.  During  the  past  year  versions 
have  been  published  for  the  first  time  in  six  FRESH  TONGUES.  In 
the  course  of  the  war — between  August,  1914,  and  November,  1918 
— the  Bible  Society  has  been  able  to  publish  the  Scriptures  in 
thirty-five  fresh  languages :  this  means  an  average  of  one  new 
version  every  seven  weeks. 

These  versions  are  printed  at  about  fifty  different  places,  and 
in  sixty  different  sets  of  characters.  In  embossed  type  for  the 
blind,  the  Society  has  already  helped  to  provide  the  Scriptures 
in  thirty-seven  different  languages. 

The  Partner  of  Missions, 

The  foreign  missions  of  almost  every  Reformed  Church  draw  their 
supplies  of  the  Scriptures  from  the  Society.  These  are  sent  out,  car 
riage  paid,  to  the  remotest  mission  stations,  on  such  terms  that 
practically  no  charge  falls  on  the  exchequer  of  the  missions  wkish 
receive  and  circulate  the  books.  In  every  field  the  missionaries  are 
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our  most  enthusiastic  helpers  and  our  most  grateful  friends,  testifying 
to  the  indispensable  assistance  which  they  thus  obtain. 

The  Anglican  Church  is  now  teaching  the  Gospel  in  190  languages. 
For  versions  in  at  least  180  of  these  it  depends  on  the  Bible  Society. 

The  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Free  Churches  also  obtain  quite  as 
large  a  proportion  of  all  the  Scriptures  they  use,  directly  or  indirectly, 
from  the  Bible  Society. 

The  enterprises  and  triumphs  of  Christian  Missions  are  creating  as 
many  new  and  imperious  claims  upon  this  Society — which  has  never 
refused  to  publish  a  duly  authenticated  version  of  the  Scriptures  in 
a  new  tongue.  Each  new  tribe  evangelized,  each  fresh  language 
reduced  to  writing  and  grammar,  each  new  convert  baptized,  means 
a  new  call  for  help  from  the  resources  of  the  Bible  House — help 
which  is  most  gladly  given,  without  creating  a  charge  upon  the  funds 
of  the  Mission  which  is  aided  thereby, 

In  Foreign  Lands. 

The  Society  maintains  depots  in  nearly  a  hundred  of  the  chief 
cities  of  the  world.  Even  during  the  war  its  depots  at  Berlin, 
Vienna,  Budapest,  Bucharest,  Belgrade,  and  Constantinople  have 
remained  open. 

It  employs  an  average  of  about  1,000  native  Christian  colporteurs, 
who  were  continuously  at  work  week  by  week  throughout  the  year 
1918,  supervised  by  the  Society's  foreign  agents  or  its  missionary 
friends.  In  spite  of  many  hindrances,  due  to  the  war,  these 
colporteurs  sold  last  year  nearly  five  million  copies  of  the 
Scriptures — more  than  half  our  total  circulation. 

Auxiliaries* 

At  the  end  of  March,  1919,  the  Bible  Society  had  5,202  Auxiliaries, 
Branches,  and  Associations  in  England  and  Wales.  In  connexion 
with  these,  during  the  previous  twelve  months,  3,399  meetings  were 
held,  and  3,369  sermons  were  preached,  on  behalf  of  the  Society. 

Outside  the  United  Kingdom  the  Society  has  about  4,500  Auxiliaries 
and  Branches,  mainly  in  the  British  Dominions  and  Colonies.  Many 
of  these  vigorously  carry  on  Bible  distribution  in  their  own  localities, 
besides  sending  generous  annual  contributions  to  London. 

Finance* 

We  look  back  with  profound  thankfulness  across  another  year  of 
wonderful  generosity.  While  the  Society's  outlay  was  never  so 
heavy,  its  income  has  never  been  so  large.  The  contributions  from 
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our  Auxiliaries,  at  home  and  overseas,  have  risen  to  £112,158 — 
a  sum  which  (apart  from  special  funds)  again  surpassed  all  pre 
vious  totals,  being  £4,000  more  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  £22,500 
above  what  it  was  five  years  ago. 

In  England  contributions  from  the  Auxiliaries  rose  to  £58,571, 
and  in  Wales  to  £7,280.  The  Hibernian  Bible  Society  has  sent 
£3,280.  South  Africa  remits  £5,793.  India  and  Ceylon  send  £4,769. 
Our  Auxiliaries  in  Australia  have  raised  £11,538;  and  in  New 
Zealand  £3,255.  The  Canadian  Bible  Society,  after  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Bible  work  in  the  Dominion,  has  contributed  £11,896, 
which  again  forms  a  record  total. 

From  Legacies  the  Society  has  received  £49,995,  which  is  £4,106 
below  the  recent  annual  average ;  according  to  rule,  this  difference 
of  £4,106  has  been  transferred  into  our  current  account  from  the 
Legacy  Equalization  Fund. 

The  proceeds  from  sales  in  1918-19  rose  to  £129,941 — an  increase 
of  over  £20,000.  The  unprecedented  advance  in  the  cost  of  pro 
duction  has  compelled  the  Committee,  though  with  great  reluctance, 
to  increase  the  prices  of  most  of  their  editions.  In  bringing  out  our 
huge  popular  editions,  the  most  expensive  item  is  paper  ;  and  during 
the  past  year  paper  alone  had  been  costing  seven  times  as  much  as  it 
cost  before  the  war.  Thus  it  became  imperative  to  raise  the  selling 
prices  of  our  books.  Early  in  1919  it  seemed  urgent  to  raise  prices 
still  further.  But  in  view  of  the  Emergency  Fund,  provided  to  meet 
this  need,  the  Committee  decided  that  the  charges  for  their  popular 
editions  should  not  be  further  increased.  The  Society's  popular 
editions  have  always  been  sold  at  a  loss  ;  they  are  being  sold  to-day 
at  rates  which  entail  a  heavier  loss  than  ever.  Thus,  the  little  French 
Gospels,  which  we  sell  at  5  centimes  (£d.)  apiece,  are  now  costing 
25  centimes  to  reprint  in  Paris.  The  Japanese  New  Testament,  now 
sold  for  5d.,  is  costing  8d.  The  Hindi  New  Testament  which  is  sold 
in  North  iadia  at  3  annas  (3d.)  actually  costs  about  three  times  that 
sum.  Our  editions  of  the  Scriptures  in  Braille  type  for  the  blind 
which  are  sold  at  Is.  6d.  per  volume,  now  cost  between  7s.  and  8s.  a 
volume  to  produce. 

We  rejoice  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  Society's  current  income 
last  year  from  ordinary  sources— apart  from  the  Emergency  Fund — 
reached  the  record  figure  of  £329,259,  which  is  £30,000  more  than 
in  the  previous  year,  and  nearly  £54,000  more  than  in  the  year 
before  the  war. 
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Expenditure, 

•All  over  the  world  prices  have  gone  on  rising,  sometimes  to  fan 
tastic  figures.  The  Society  has  bsen  compelled  to  lay  out  large 
extra  sums  on  the  freights  of  its  books,  the  salaries  of  its  agents, 
the  travelling  of  its  colporteurs.  Last  year  we  spent  over  £41,000 
in  colportage.  But  the  chief  increase  in  outlay  has  been 
in  producing  the  Scriptures,  the  charges  for  which  rose  from 
£150,000  in  the  previous  twelvemonth  to  £200,000  last  year— 
and  that  for  fewer  books.  Altogether  the  Society's  total  expenditure 
has  increased  to  £339,704— which  is  £64,000  more  than  in  the 
year  before  the  war. 

The  Emergency  Fund. 

These  figures  leave  out  of  account  the  Emergency  Fund,  which 
the  Committee  opened  in  January,  1917,  to  meet  the  heavy  finan 
cial  strain  due  to  war  prices  and  war  distribution.  At  home  and 
abroad  our  friends  made  liberal  response  to  the  appeal,  and  by 
March  31,  1919,  this  special  fund  had  reached  the  splendid  sum 
of  £46,790.  From  this  total  the  sum  of  £10,445  has  now  been 
carried  into  current  account,  in  order  to  make  the  Society's  receipts 
balance  its  expenditure  for  the  past  year.  The  remainder  of  the 
Emergency  Fund  is  available  to  meet  heavy  pressure  resulting 
from  war  conditions. 

We  have  further  to  record  one  noble  benefaction  which  is  not 
available  for  this  annual  current  account.  Few  men  have  ever  given 
more  munificent  and  continuous  support  to  the  Bible  Society  than 
Lord  Peckover  of  Wisbech.  In  1918  this  veteran  friend  added 
to  his  many  previous  gifts  by  transferring  to  the  Society  Bank 
of  England  stock  which  represented  a  sum  of  £19,400. 

The  Treasurer. 

With  deep  regret  the  Committee  have  accepted  the  resignation, 
due  to  his  continued  ill-health,  of  Robert  Barclay,  Esq.,  who  has 
been  Treasurer  of  the  Bible  Society  since  1898,  when  he  suc 
ceeded  his  father,  Joseph  Gurney  Barclay,  Esq.,  who  had  held 
the  post  since  1886.  At  the  annual  meeting  on  May  7th,  1919, 
Charles  Finch  Foster,  Esq.,  of  Cambridge,  was  appointed  Treasurer 
of  the  Society. 
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SUMMARY 

Since  the  Society's  annual  meeting  in  1918,  death  has  removed 
thirteen  of  its  Vice-Presidents : 

Bishop  Mitchinson,  the  senior  on  the  list ;  Bishop  Boyd  Carpenter, 
formerly  of  Bipon;  Bishop  Straton,  formerly  of  Newcastle;  the 
Bishop  of  Marlborough;  Mr.  J.  B.  Hill,  of  York;  the  Bev.  Dr. 
Bichard  Glover  ;  Bishop  Percival,  formerly  of  Hereford ;  Mr.  Alex 
ander  S.  Leslie-Melville,  of  Lincoln  ;  Sir  Charles  Ernest  Tritton, 
Bart;  the  Bev.  Dr.  Timothy  Bichard;  Sir  Andrew  H.  L.  Fraser, 
K. C.S.I. ;  the  Bishop  of  Calcutta ;  Bishop  Hasse,  of  the  Moravian 
Church. 

The  Committee  mourn  the  decease  of  Mr.  H.  W.  Maynard,  of 
Wimbledon,  who  was  their  senior  member,  having  first  joined 
their  ranks  in  1898. 

With  special  sorrow  we  record  the  loss  of  the  Bev.  William 
Kean,  D.D.,  who  died  a  martyr  to  duty  at  Petrograd  on  Dec.  5th, 
1918,  after  more  than  twenty-two  years'  splendid  service  as  the 
Society's  secretary  in  Bussia. 

Three  of  our  District  Secretaries  felt  it  was  their  duty  last  year 
to  offer  their  services  to  the  country.  With  the  consent  of  the 
Committee,  the  Bev.  E.  W.  G.  Hudgell  and  the  Bev.  H.  C. 
Threlfall  joined  the  army  in  the  early  summer  of  1918,  and  the 
Bev.  W.  G.  Boberts  was  appointed  a  Chaplain  to  the  Forces. 

The  Bev.  B.  D.  Canadine,  M.A.,  who  has  been  serving  as  a 
Chaplain  to  the  Forces,  has  been  appointed  one  of  the  Society's 
District  Secretaries. 

Two  of  the  Society's  sub-agents  in  the  Far  East,  Mr.  B.  J. 
Gould,  of  Hankow,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Hobbs,  of  Seoul,  returned 
to  Europe  last  year  to  assist  with  Chinese  labour  battalions  in 
France. 
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THE  BIBLE   SOCIETY  RECEIVED  DURING  THE 
YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  31sx,  1919: 

From  sales  of  the  Scriptures  issued  from  the 
Bible  House,  London,  to  trade  depots, 
Auxiliaries,  missionary  societies,  etc.  ...  .£52,075 

From  sales  of  the  Scriptures  abroad       76,558 


From  sales  of  magazines 

1,308 

Subscriptions,  donations,  etc., 

paid  at  the  Bible 

26,868 

Contributed  by  Auxiliaries  at 

home         

70,130 
42,028 

Legacies 

49  995 

Transferred  from  the  Legacy 

Equalization  Fund 

4,106 
54  101 

Dividends 

6,191 

TRANSFERRED  FROM  THE  EMERGENCY  FUND 


£329,259 
10^445 

TOTAL  £339,704 


The  total  contributions  to  the  Emergency  Fund 
down  to  March  31st,  1919,  amounted  with 
interest  to  £46,790.  The  balance  in  hand 
on  March  31st,  1919,  was  £35,491. 
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THE  BIBLE  SOCIETY  EXPENDED  DURING  THE 
YEAE  ENDING  MARCH  31sx,  1919: 

Translating,  revising,  printing,  and  binding 

the  Scriptures      £182,409 

Freight  and  carriage  of  the  Scriptures     ...         17,023 


Warehouses,  depots,  and  sub-depots  at  home  and  abroad 

Maintaining  colporteurs  and  Biblewomen          

Salaries    and    travelling    expenses    of   Secretaries    and 
Sub-agents  abroad          ...         ...         ...         

Bible    House    administration,    salaries,    repairs,    rates, 
taxes,  insurance,  postage,  etc. 

Home    Organization    staff,    including    District    Secre 
taries  and  Publicity  expenses  

Reports,  magazines,  and  other  literature 

War  Bonus       

Allowances  to  old  and  disabled  servants     , 


£199,432 
37,516 
41,067 

22,409 
10,954 

12,086 
5,682 
5,310 
5,248 


TOTAL   EXPENDITURE         £339,704 
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NOTICE   RESPECTING   REMITTANCES. 

Subscriptions  and  donations  are  received  at  the  Bible 
House,  146,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  E.G.  4  ;  also  at 
the  Society's  Bankers,  THE  BANK  OP  ENGLAND,  Threadneedle 
Street,  E.C.  2,  and  WILLIAMS  DEACON'S  Bank,  Limited,  20, 
Birchin  Lane,  E.C.  3  ; — advice  being  sent  to  the  Secretaries  at 
the  Bible  House.  Cheques  (crossed  on  the  Bank  of  England), 
Bankers'  Drafts,  and  Post  Office  Orders  (on  the  General  Post 
Office)  should  be  made  payable  to  The  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society,  and  addressed  to  the  Secretaries. 


Letters  containing  Orders  for  Books  are  requested  to  be 
addressed,  prepaid,  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society, 
146,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  E.C.  4.  The  Society's  Depot 
is  open  from  9  a.m.  to  5.30  p.m.,  the  Offices  from  9  a.m. 
to  5  p.m.  On  Saturdays  the  Depot  and  the  Offices  close  at 
12.30  p.m.  The  Bible  House  is  closed  on  the  usual  public 
holidays. 


FORM   0F  A  BEQUEST  TO   THE   SOCIETY. 

I  bequeath  the  sum  of  Pounds  sterling 

free  of  Legacy  Duty  to  "THE  BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE 
SOCIETY,"  instituted  in  London  in  the  year  1804,  to  be  paid  for 
the  purposes  of  the  said  Society  to  the  Treasurer  for  the  time 
being  thereof,  whose  Receipt  shall  be  a  good  discharge  for  t/u>. 


HOME  TELEGRAPHIC  ADDRESS:  Testaments  Cent  London. 
FOREIGN  TELEGRAPHIC  ADDRESS  :  Testaments  London. 
TELEPHONE  :  2036  Central ;  6174  City. 

tTNWIN  BROTHERS,  LIMITED,  THE  GRESHAM  PRESS,  WOKING  AND  LONDON 


